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This issue is rich with excellent reviews,
and with continuous interest in the covid
situation. In addition to excellent papers
on diabetes, ophthalmological problems,
woman issues, cultural issues and literacy.

Al Kaabba, et al., did a cross-sectional,
guestionnaire-based study design was
conducted in Riyadh city in Saudi Ara-
bia. A sample size of at least 412 was
required. The total number of respond-
ents that were included in the analysis
was 414. The purpose of this study is
to describe the knowledge of the Saudi
caregivers for diabetic children about
Juvenile Diabetes Mellitus, its signs and
symptoms and prevention and its compli-
cations in children under their care. 399
caregivers participated in this study, most
of whom were Saudi (376; 94.2%), gained
university degree (300; 75.2%). The most
common cited symptom of DM in children
was raised blood sugar in children (225;
56.4%), while the most common cited
cause was malnutrition (223; 55.9%), and
the most common cited symptoms of dia-
betes was frequent urination (354; 88.7%).
Conclusion: This study showed that most
type-1 diabetic caregivers had knowledge
and awareness regarding DKA in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. However, some gaps exist.
Further studies would assess more factors
to enhance the level of knowledge and
awareness, and increase the effective-
ness toward the right action and response
regarding DKA. Whereas, Alghamdi, et
al., did a cross-sectional study was done
on PHC physicians working in primary
healthcare settings to assess the level
of knowledge and attitude of PHC physi-
cians toward Insulin Pumps. There was
a lack of understanding of the function of
an insulin pump and the elimination of the
usage of ynger sticks, however most of
them were aware of the different types of
insulin dosages and the appropriate age

group for insulin pump therapy. The
authors concluded that there is a need
for training programmes to increase
PHC understanding and attitudes
about insulin pump therapy.

In three papers woman issues were
discussed. Alkaabba, et al., utilized
interview-based questionnaire-based
cross-sectional study design. The
main aim of this study was to assess
pregnant women’s knowledge of
GDM and its implications towards
the mother and fetus. The results
indicated that 35.5% of the population
had adequate knowledge of GDM
and its implication, 34.7% did not
have enough understanding of
the condition, and a further 29.8%
were not aware of the complication.
Knowledge about GDM was found
to be statistically signiycant only with
the number of pregnancies (p=0.03).
The authors concluded that Saudi
pregnant women seem to have an
inadequate knowledge scope of GDM
and its implications to their health and
those of their children. Specialized
medical institutions and public
health initiatives need to implement
interventions to raise the awareness
of the condition to help in earlier
diagnosis and better management of
the condition. Zaher etal., did a cross-
sectional study using the Domestic
Violence Health Care Provider Survey
tool among medical and dental interns
and residents in the Saudi Arabia
to assess the readiness of them to
detect, manage and prevent spousal
abuse. The authors concluded that
lack of teaching and training sessions
onmanaging domestic violence during
the undergraduate years shows that
health care professionals are evidently
underprepared and calls for an urgent
need to introduce an interprofessional
education curriculum that trains health
care professionals of all concerned
specialties at undergraduate level
on managing domestic violence.
Lateef et al., looked at qualitative
data from a survey of married women
living in urban areas of Rawalpindi
are presented here in an effort to
better understand their views on
contraceptive techniques and the
factors that impact their use. A
purposefulselectionstrategywasused
tochoose participants. The prevalence
of any form of contraception, including
IUDs, was especially low. According

EDITORIAL

to the ynding. The number of young
women in the United States who
utilize contraception is inpuenced by
social, demographic, and economic
factors. Young women’s access to
contraception may be restricted
unless these yndings are included
into public health programs. Access
to family planning information and
services for young women is highly
recommended.

There are three covid papers in this
issue Aldhubayban, & Almuammar
did a cross sectional study to
evaluate the willingness of the
community to be vaccinated against
the COVID-19 virus, assess attitude
towards continuing to use protective
measures after getting vaccinated,
and continue to monitor changes in
the spread of the COVID 19 virus after
implementation of vaccination. out of
302 participants in the research.. The
authors concluded that healthcare
providers and co-workers are willing
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.
Still, we strongly recommend that
healthcare providers need more
preparation and an evidence-based
approach to address the safety
and efycacy of the vaccines in the
community and build and maintain
public trust in the vaccine. Ghamri,
& Faidah did a cross sectional study
was done on 316 nurses at King
Abdulaziz University Hospital (KAUH),
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The aim was
to look at physical activity levels
during Covid -19 among nurses. The
nurses in the trial had a considerably
higher number of days spent doing
vigorous and moderate physical
activities a week before COVID-
19, as well as spending more time
doing them. Furthermore, they had
a considerably higher percentage of
days walking for at least 10 minutes
at a time in a random week before to
COVID-19. The authors concluded
that hospital management should
provide in-service education courses
on healthy behaviors and physical
activity to nurses in order to maintain
their health and ensure higher levels
of performance. Albasheer, et al., did
a cross-sectional study to assess the
current knowledge levels, attitudes,
and practices of the Saudi Arabian
population were assessed based
on an online questionnaire survey.
The mean knowledge score was
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29.36 = 3.80; 53.7%, 45.2%, and
1.1% of the participants had high,
moderate, and low knowledge
levels, respectively. The knowledge
score was signiycantly related
to the education level (p<0.001).
the authors concluded that the
participants exhibited a high level of
public awareness in all sub-scales of
knowledge, practices, and attitudes
for the prevention of COVID-19. The
overall knowledge levels, attitudes,
and practices of the Saudi Arabian
population were considerably
improved since the beginning of the
pandemic.

Saleh et al., did a cross-sectional
study of 1,500 out-patients aged from
0-30 years attending ophthalmology
clinic in Sanaa, Yemen (between
2012-2015) included in the study. The
aim of this study was to determine the
associations between age and types
of presentation of refractive errors in
children and young adults 0-30 years
All patients underwent visual acuity
examination, auto-refractometer,
anterior and posterior segment
examination, and were grouped
according to age and type, i.e.,
myopia, hyperopia, and astigmatism.
Odd ratios (OR) and 95% conydence
intervals (95% CI) were calculated to
evaluate the association between age
and types of presentation of refractive
errors.  This study highlights the
close associations between age and
types of presentation of refractive
error. Early identiycation and proper
categorization of refractive errors by
age, gender, and other demographics
by general physicians in primary care
can better deduce and make useful
referrals to eye specialists.

Alnashrati, etal., reviewed Alexithymia
and it's link to Autism. Alexithymia is
common, rather than universal, with
notably high rates of overlap with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
The authors reviewed description
of Alexithymia and its relationship
to ASD. Our yrst aim is to provide
a brief deynition then focus on the
relationship between ASD and
alexithymia, including clarifying when
and how they originate. as well as
their overlap in terms of etiology and
features and suggest clinically useful
constructs and interventions. Alnatour

& Alnashrati reviewed nocturnal
enuresis, or involuntary urination,
which is a common problem among
children. It affects approximately 15%
of all children at 5-year-old. Nocturnal
enuresis decreases with age, with
a spontaneous remission rate of
about 15% per year. It can improve
with treatment, and improved self-
esteem and quality of life have been
reported after successful treatment. It
is therefore important to offer timely
treatment, and to refer children for
specialist care when treatments are
not effective. The authors discussed
deynition, epidemiology , etiology
,evaluation and different modality
of treatment for nocturnal enuresis
. Timorkhan & Safey reviewed the
diagnosis and treatment of Bell's
palsy. Using internet search, a
comprehensive literature review was
done and words such as facial nerve
palsy, Bell's palsy were searched.
In conyrmed Bellis palsy, unless
contraindicated, corticosteroids
should be given to all patients with
Bell's palsy as early as possible
(ideally within 72 h); Combination
therapy with steroids and antiviral
agents are recommended for patients
with severe to complete paresis.
Patients with incomplete eye closure
should be given eye protection, with
lubricating drops and ointments, to
preventcorneal damage. Establishing
the correct diagnosis is imperative
to avoid missing another treatable
condition. Determining whether the
facial nerve paralysis is central or
peripheral is important. The history
of a Bell's palsy case should include
discomfort or sensory symptoms in
the distribution of the facial nerve in
the hours or days preceding facial
palsy, and it is very important to
reveal whether the symptoms were
progressive in nature.

Zaatari , et al., reported a case of
Maternal congenital diaphragmatic
hernia complicated with left pulmonary
compression in the third trimester
pregnancy. The maternal mortality
due to diaphragmatic hernia is 6%.
Cases are often misdiagnosed due
to the nonspeciyc presentation and
lack of experience placing pregnant
women at risk. This case report
discusses the presentation and
management of a 17-year-old patient

who had congenital diaphragmatic
hernia complicated with left pulmonary
compression in the third trimester
pregnancy

Dr. Alyousef, used Purnell’s Cultural
Competency framework to focus
on communication, family roles and
organization, developmental tasks,
social status, family dynamics,
workforce issues, biocultural ecology,
high-risk behavior, physical activity,
nutrition, pregnancy, fertility, birth,
spirituality, and death from the
standpoint of healthcare delivery.
The purpose of the study was
looking into the absence of insight
into these unique lifeways by
healthcare providers may limit their
caring activities. Each of the sectors
discussed illuminated important ways
in which Saudi and Gulf society are
similar and different from the body
of research related to this area.
The author concluded that added
perspectives which may be useful
for provision of care by healthcare
practitioners who are unfamiliar with
some of the health related lifeways in
Saudi Arabia and Gulf.

Alhamidi, & Alyousef, did a cross-
sectional survey to assess the level
of health literacy of migrant workers
in Saudi Arabia. A convenience
sample of 127 migrant workers in
Saudi Arabia were surveyed using
the Brief Health Literacy Screening
Tool (BHLST) from September 2019
to November 2019. A comparison of
the BHLST scores of the participants
was performed. This study adhered
to the STROBE checklist. Out of
the 127 respondents, 28 reported
experiencing health problems, such
as hypertension, diabetes mellitus,
back pain, hepatitis A, rheumatic
disorders, allergy, headache, kidney
disease, and colitis. The authors
concluded that overall, the yndings of
the study revealed that most migrant
workers had inadequate or low health
literacy levels, as indicated by their
BHLST scores. The health authorities
in Saudi Arabia and other Arab
countries need to develop health
literacy interventions geared toward
increasing the health literacy levels of
their migrant workers.
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Abstract

Background: Gestational Diabetes Mellitus (GDM)
is recognized as one of the most common prevent-
able diseases related to perinatal and maternal
deaths. Despite the high prevalence of the condition
worldwide, research cites limited knowledge about
the affected population of pregnant women in Saudi
Arabia. The main aim of this study was to assess
pregnant women'’s knowledge of GDM and its impli-
cations for the mother and fetus. Methods and Ma-
terials: The study utilized an interview-based ques-
tionnaire-based cross-sectional study design that
targeted pregnant women coming for antenatal care
visits in public health care centers in Riyadh city.

Results: One hundred and forty-three pregnant
women participated. 35.5% of the population had
adequate knowledge of GDM and its implications,
34.7% did not have enough understanding of the
condition, and a further 29.8% were not aware of
the complication. Knowledge about GDM was found
to be statistically signiycant only with the number of
pregnancies (p=0.03).

Conclusion: Saudi pregnant women seem to have
an inadequate knowledge scope of GDM and its
implications to their health and those of their childr
en. Specialized medical institutions and public
health initiatives need to implement interventions to
raise the awareness of the condition to help in earlier
diagnosis and better management of the condition.

Key words: Saudi pregnant women, knowledge,
Gestational diabetes mellitus, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia
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Introduction

Therapidly increasing incidence of Diabetes Mellitus and its
growing prevalence across all subgroups have implicated
an increasing concern over gestational diabetes mellitus
(GDM) as one of the most common medical complications
of pregnancy (1). The condition, which is characterized
by glucose intolerance which begins or is yrst diagnosed
during pregnancy, records as one of the major preventable
diseases related to perinatal and maternal deaths (1,2,
14, 15). Although the condition covers a diverse impact
scope in reference to the different social and anatomic
characteristics of communities, previous studies ascertain
a prevalence range of between 3%-14% across all
pregnancies. Besides, the prevalence of GDM is heavily
dependent on the incidence of type-2 diabetes in a
population (9).

Gestational Diabetes Mellitus (GDM) is often linked to
several adverse effects in relation to the compromised
immune system. These include infant macrosomia,
neonatal hypoglycaemia, caesarean delivery and in worst-
case death to both the infant and mother (11). Women with
GDM are also at a higher risk for developing diabetes
mellitus in a later part of their life (2, 9). Children born to
mothers with GDM also hold a higher risk of developing
impaired glucose tolerance later. The condition’s severity
and the probability of incidence relate to some risk factors
including higher parity, a genetic history of diabetes,
advanced maternal age and body mass index (7). Despite
the adversity of GDM, an earlier diagnosis has been
proven to reduce risks to both expectant mothers and their
children.

The GDM epidemic, as part of the diabetic problem, covers
a global scope. A study by Zhu and Zhang (15) identiyed
the variation in prevalence by identifying the Middle
East and North Africa as the most prone region with an
estimated range of 8.4%-24.5%. Southeast Asia and the
Western Paciyc follow each with a median prevalence
of 11.7%. South and Central America, Africa and North
America and the Caribbean median prevalence rates are
11.2, 8.9 and 7.0, respectively, whereas Europe recorded
the lowest prevalence range rate of 1.8%-22.3%. While
Lawrence, Wall and Bloomyeld (8) recorded the diverse
incidences, their study introduced a new notion where a
third of GDM diagnosed women in New Zealand had no
prior evidence of their condition.

Due to their transitional relationship, GDM and Type-2
Diabetes share several pathophysiological identities with
glucose intolerance being the most dominant (2, 9). While
Diabetes Mellitus mainly occurs as a deyciency against
the normal insulin range, GDM has been previously linked
to the increased requirement for insulin due to increased
placental growth hormone, increased production of
progesterone, cortisol, prolactin, oestrogen and tumour
necrosis factor (2). Previous biological studies also
assert an induced insulin resistance due to the increased
production of these hormones.

Over the previous decade, the high prevalence of GDM
has triggered medical research interest on its screening
and diagnosis. Arora D et al. (3) contributed to this literature
by identifying the primary risk factors of the condition.
Alia et al., (2) identiyed ethnicity, a previous condition
of polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), Pre-diabetes or
any genetic condition relating to type-2 diabetes, prior
perinatal mortalities and advanced maternal age (>25)
as the most substantial screening benchmarks. Research
cites insulin resistance as a risk factor for obesity that
later advances to hyperglycaemia of pregnant mothers, or
increased weight of the fetus. Joham et al., on the other
hand, asserted a signiycant correlation between Polycystic
Ovary Syndrome (PCOS) and GDM, characterized by an
11.2% prevalence in PCOS women as opposed to the
3.8% prevalence in normal pregnant women (2). Ross n.
et al., (10) also asserted a strong relationship between
PCOS and obesity in pregnant women. Obesity, by the
afyrmation mentioned above, positively contributes to
increased GDM incidence.

Since GDM follows a similar pathophysiological framework
to type-2 diabetes, prevention holds an imperative
role in its management (2, 9). Among these preventive
interventions, a healthy lifestyle is associated with a
reduced risk of GDM. Statistics reveal a 60% reduced
risk of GDM on pregnant women practising a healthy
lifestyle (6). However, there have been controversies
related to this intervention, including the LIMIT study that
only highlighted beneyts to Body Mass Index but not the
incidence of GDM (2). Although other studies still conyrm
the beneyt of healthy diets and lifestyles, some differ as to
the relevance of impact (10). For instance, an RCT Finnish
study, called RADIAL found a 39% reduced risk of GDM
by healthy lifestyle interventions (2).

Despite the high prevalence of GDM, there is still a
signiycant deyciency in the knowledge held by pregnant
women regarding the condition and its implications.
Literature has failed in availing signiycant research on
the awareness level of GDM among pregnant women.
However, some studies, including a Bangaladesh case
research by Moniretal., (6) and an Indian study by Shriraam,
asserted poor GDM knowledge in both healthy and GDM-
diagnosed pregnant women. Since GDM is ofycially
recognized as a chronic pregnancy condition, increased
knowledge should implicate higher self-care practices in
reducing prevalence. Increased knowledge should also
result in early diagnosis and treatment that will further
reduce the adversity of the complications. Several studies
also afyrm the role of relevant educational information
in instilling positive attitudes towards the adoption of a
healthy lifestyle, hence increasing the awareness of GDM
in pregnant women (1, 12, 13). This study aims to assess
pregnant women’s knowledge of gestational diabetes
mellitus and its complications. The study hypothesizes
that there exists a poor knowledge scope of GDM and its
implications across pregnhant women and their children.
An accurate assertion will help medical regulatory boards
and pregnant women reduce the incidence of GDM and
the severity of the condition.
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Material and Methods

The study used a descriptive cross-sectional research
design using a validated questionnaire. The online
questionnaire was translated to Arabic and distributed to
pregnant women regardless their GDM incidence. The only
inclusion criteria were pregnancy and personal consent to
workwithinthe study, fromthe chosenwomen. Convenience
sampling, as part of the nonprobability approach, was
adopted to ensure the sample characteristics repected the
assertion of the pregnant women population. One hundred
and forty-three pregnant women were included.

The online questionnaire was divided into four main
sections. The yrst section focused on the demographics
of participants, with a major emphasis on the common risk
factors of GDM, followed by questions about other medical
factors including the number of pregnancies, parity and
gestational age. The second part of the questionnaire
assessed the general knowledge of pregnant women
about gestational diabetes mellitus. Finally, the third and
fourth sections had questions on the effects of GDM on
mothers and the effects of GDM on neonatal outcomes. All
participants were included solely after being informed that
their participation was voluntary and signing an informed
consent form.

Variables
The dependent variable in the study was knowledge
about GDM and its implication to mother and neonatal
outcomes. Demographics, participants’ medical conditions
and the gestation period encompassed the independent
variables.

Data Analysis

Data were analysed using the Statistical Package
for Social Sciences (SPSS), version 21.0 software.
Descriptive analysis of the data was availed by frequencies,
percentages, means and standard deviations. Chi-square
was used to analyse statistical signiycance. P-value of .05
or less was considered as statistically signiycant.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION

Table 1 summarizes the demographic features of the
particiapnts. Most participants were below the age of 25
(56 — 143 £ SD) at about 40.6%, followed by 25-35 age
group (56; 39.2%).

As for the history of previous pregnancies, 55 (38.5%)
participants had multiple pregnancies, while 88 (61.5%)
had a previous single pregnancy.

Sixty participants were of a gestational period of more
than 37 weeks, while 27 participants had a gestational
period of more than 40 weeks. The remaining participants
(39.2%) with a gestational period of between 37-40 weeks
accounted for.

In terms of parity, 33 participants (23.15%) were multipara,
while 38.5% were nulliparous while the rest (38.5%). Out
of the 143 responses, 54 reported that they know about
diabetes mellitus, compared to 54 reported not knowing
of the disease.

Overall, 35.5% had knowledge on GDM and Diabetes in
general. By contrast, 34.7% recorded not having adequate
information about GDM. The rest, 29.8% represented were
without any prior knowledge of GDM.

About the knowledge about the effect of GDM, 36.5%
reported having adequate knowledge about the effect
of GDM on mothers. Further, 36.2% reported limited
information regarding the effects of GDM on mothers,
compared to 27.3% who did not know of the effects of
GDM to mothers.

As for the knowledge of the pregnant women about the
effects of GDM on neonatal care, 37.3% reported a clear
knowledge scope of the effects of the GDM to neonatal
care and the implication to children, compared to 35.9%
did not have enough information regarding this clause.
26.8% did not know of their knowledge towards the effects
of GDM on neonatal care. The analysis also revealed the
highest frequency by the general knowledge of GDM. In
the table, participants were more knowledgeable of the
137 index on general knowledge of GDM. The same
categorical variable also provided the highest frequency
of negative responses.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the participants (N=141)

Variable Freguency Percent

Age inyears) 25-35 S 39.2
<25 53 405

=35 29 203

Mumber of pregnancies Fultiple 55 355
Single 83 &l5

Gestational age (in weeks) 3740 5& 35.2
<37 &0 42.0

=0 27 18.9

Parity Multipara 33 231
Mulliparous 55 355

Fara 1 55 38.5
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Table 2. Knowledge about gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM)

Cuestionnaire guestion Knowledge Freq. %
Have you heard about Con't Enow 34 2358
diabetes mellitus? Mo 47 3729
Yes [ 4.4
Can diabetes occur for Con't Know 35 245
the firsttime in No 54 378
pregnancy? :
Yes 54 TR
Is family history of Con't Enow 30 210
diabetes a risk factor for Mo 50 350
diabetesin pregnancy? :
Yes o3 44.1
Con't Know 26 18.2
Is pre-pregnancy obesity a Mo Lo 41.3
risk factor for diabetes in Yes 5a 106
pregnancy’
Is diabetes in previous Don't Know 29 20.3
pregnancy a risk factor for Mo 5K 305
diabetes in pregnancyr :
Yes 5o 41.=
Is rapid weight gain in Don't Know 44 30.8
pregnancy a risk factor for Mo 56 30,2
diabetes in pregnancyr '
Yes 43 301
Effects of GDM on mothers
Do you think GOk Con't Know 29 20.3
increases the risk of NWVD? No 51 357
Ves &3 44.1
Do you think GO Con't Know 36 25.2
[ncreases the rl_sl-: of Mo 55 39.2
instrument delivery?
Yes = | 357
Do you think GDR Con't Know 29 20.3
increases the risk of No 5q 413
emergency (57
Ves Go 385
Do you think GDR Con't Know 25 17.5
increases th_e risk of Mo 67 45.9
preterm delivery?
Yes = | 357
Do you think GDR Con't Know 31 217
increases the risk of PPH? No 47 329
Ves (o 455

(continued next page)
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Effects of GDM on necnatal
outcomes
Do you think GDK Con't Know 30 21.0
increases the risk of high ;

M o4 378
birth weight? ':'

fes 5o 41.3
Do you think GDK Con't Know 20 14.0
increases trje rlsh:_uf No 51 427
hypoglycemia at birth?

fes 62 43.4
Do you think G0 Con't Know 32 224
increases the risk of .

M 53 371
shoulder dystociar? =

fes 58 40.6
Do you think GDRK Con't Know 26 12.2
increases the risk of

M 55 385
breech delivery? 2

Yes 62 43.4
Do you think GO Con't Know 32 224
mcreas_es the risk of No 54 378
congenital neonatal
anomalies? fes 57 39.9

Discussion

GDM is portrayed as one of the most common preventable
diseases related to maternal and perinatal mortalities.
The adversity of its complications depends on some risk
factors, with the most medical-related, like obesity, posing
more risk. The pregnancy-related condition also holds a
high prevalence rate with the most relevantincidence being
within developing countries and states with an unhealthy
and sedentary lifestyle. Despite this high incidence and
the evident adversity of the complication, there exists a low
knowledge among the most prone population of pregnant
women. This study was aimed at assessing the scope to
which pregnant women understood or had knowledge
regarding GDM and its implications to both mothers and
their infants during neonatal care.

One of the major yndings of the study was a higher
knowledge of diabetes mellitus and its complications to
mothers. Pregnant mothers were also identiyed as having
a high knowledge regarding the effects of GDM on their
children. However, the statistics were not optimal for such
a population of pregnant women. The implication, given
the assumption of those without a clear understanding as
part of those without knowledge, is that more than 64%
of the sample population had inadequate knowledge on
GDM and its effects to their health and those of their
children. From these statistics, an estimated 35% had fair
knowledge about the condition but with a lack of adequacy

to qualify as knowledgeable. The rest, 29%, is an estimate
of those with poor knowledge about the condition. In
general, the sample did not show signiycant evidence to
assert an adequate prevalence of GDM knowledge across
pregnant women.

When participants’ awareness of GDM and its effects on
both their health and those of their children was assessed,
the results suggested that 42 participants, relating to 29%
of the population were not aware of the condition. The
high prevalence of positive answers (40.643.4%) towards
knowledge of GDM was from the ynal third that assessed
the effects of GDM on the infant. Otherwise, most
participants did not conyrm having enough knowledge
of the condition. The study also found that none of
the demographics highlighted a relationship with the
knowledge of GDM across pregnant women.

The present study was in accordance with most studies
of the same research aim. For example, a study by
Alharthi et al. (1) found 39% prevalence rate of GDM
knowledge in India as opposed to the 41% prevalence
rate in Saudi Arabia. The present study results, on the
other hand, asserted a slight difference of 2% resulting
in 37% as the prevalence rate of GDM knowledge across
pregnant women (1). The same study asserted that most
participants were aware of GDM and its risk factors but
did not possess adequate knowledge of the scope of its
impact.
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There are also previous studies that assessed the
knowledge of GDM across pregnant women. Salhi et al.,
(13) for instance, assessed the knowledge of pregnant
women regarding the effects of GDM by including
educational interventions as a controlling factor. Although
poor knowledge of GDM was prevalent across pregnant
women, educational interventions were asserted as
having a positive inpuence on the prevalent knowledge
scope (12). The study also asserted that education level
also played an inpuential role in the knowledge held by
pregnant women about GDM. The present study did not
assert any of the demographics, except the number of
previous pregnancies (p =0.003), as having an inpuential
role to the knowledge of pregnant women bout GDM.
Gestational period and parity each had a p-value of 0.033,
which by the 0.0.5 alpha level does not show enough
evidence to assert a relationship. On the contrary, the
referenced study by Salhi et al. (13) found a number of risk
factors relevant to the knowledge of GDM across pregnant
women. These include educational level, nationality,
number of pregnancies, GDM and chronic HTN.

Several studies also assessed the impact of educational
interventions like health campaigns on the knowledge of
GDM and its effects on pregnant women (12, 13). The
results based on such studies were also consistent with
the present studyis results that afyrm a poor knowledge of
GDM in pregnant women. However, the limited literature
base about the assessment of knowledge towards GDM
does not provide a case-speciyc conclusion. Instead, the
relevance of public health campaign on the knowledge
of cancer across the same population repected the
signiycance of the intervention to GDM. A similar study in
the United States also afyrmed public health campaigns
as being beneycial in the diagnosis and management of
diabetes.

Conclusion

The growing prevalence of type-2 diabetes has implicated
a growing concern about Gestational Diabetes Mellitus.
However, current literature fails to provide enough research
on the knowledge of this condition across its most prone
populations. From this study’s results, pregnant women
have poor knowledge of GDM and its implications to
both their health and that of their children. The study, in
reference to other research studies, also asserted that
GDM knowledge was dependent on several factors,
including educational level and public health intervention.
However, the presence of risk factors of GDM did not affect
the prevalence of knowledge about the condition. The
present study also found that a relatively high percentage
of pregnant women are not aware of the condition. The
majority of the population also did not possess adequate
knowledge of the condition. In this regard, medical
interventions related to public health announcements and
educational forums should be adopted to aid in increasing
knowledge about GDM across pregnant women.
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Abstract

Background: Lifeways of Saudi Arabia and
neighboring Gulf States form a unique pattern. A
large portion of healthcare providers are foreign
nationals.

Purpose: The absence of insight into these unique
lifeways by healthcare providers may limit their
caring activities. Review of related literature has
suggested that dissonance between clients and
care providers may be a barrier to care.

Method: Purnell’s Cultural Competency framework
was utilized to focus on communication, family
roles and organization, developmental tasks,
social status, family dynamics, workforce issues,
biocultural ecology, high-risk behavior, physical
activity, nutrition, pregnancy, fertility, birth, spiritual-
ity, and death from the standpoint of healthcare
delivery.

Results: Each of the sectors discussed illuminate
important ways in which Saudi and Gulf society
are similar and different from the body of research
related to this area.

Conclusion: This inquiry has added perspectives
which may be useful for provision of care by health-
care practitioners who are unfamiliar with some
of the health related lifeways in Saudi Arabia and
Gulf.

Keywords: Lifeways; Health; Healthcare; Families;
Gulf-States

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022

14




ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION

Introduction

Each society is marked by unique characteristics
and lifeways which affect the way individuals within
those societies address their needs for health care. A
comprehensive discussion of lifeways particular to Saudi
Arabia and Gulf States and effect of these habits on health
care, has not yet been made available to the healthcare
community. A number of lifeways which are practiced have
important implications in the care of this population and
insight into these patterns may assist in improving care by
healthcare providers of all types.

According to Meleis in 2012, uniqueness may encourage
us to consider the diversity and individuality of societies
of interest, while at the same time seeking to apply what
we know from the overall body of knowledge about caring
(1). This body of knowledge may assist in understanding
patterns of social interaction in Saudi Arabia and Gulf
States of Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, United Arab Emirates,
and Oman where lifeways form a single similar pattern
(2). Although the need for information about caring for
this population has been supported by studies cited in this
inquiry, little has been found which offer useful guidance.
A comprehensive discussion of Gulf States lifeways
which relate to health consumption may assist healthcare
providers in that locale.

Materials and Methods

Purnell, uses a theoretical model in analysis which may
guide readers toward ways of providing care for Gulf
States clients. It may also be helpful in providing a practical
model for observing other cultures and locales for the
purpose of improving healthcare delivery (3). The Purnell
Model for Cultural Competence displayed in Appendix A
provides a framework for viewing and assessing patterns
of healthcare needs and consumption of any chosen
culture or group and was therefore chosen as a lens for
viewing Gulf culture (3).

This review includes search of available sources from
online search engines such as Pubmed and Pubmed
Central which list certain journals and sources which are
not available from Web of Knowledge and EBSCO. This
search resulted in a comprehensive bibliography of the
focus sectors in the Purnell Model as follows.

Overview/heritage

The overwhelmingly strongest element of Gulf culture
is the Islamic faith (4,5). Mediated by patterns of social
interaction of a primarily tribal pastoral desert dwelling
society, religion is the basis for all activities including
health behavior (4,5,6).

Muslimsareencouragedtoseektreatmentandmedicalcare.
Islamic teachings promote moderate eating, consumption
of hygienically prepared foods, regular exercise, and
avoidance of alcohol, tobacco, or recreational drug use.
Strict standards for personal hygiene as codiyed by the
Hadith contribute to positive attitudes toward cleanliness.
Due to Bambia, Faiz, and Boughanem, three large urban
centers in Saudi Arabia account for 85% of the population,
with similar demographic patterns in the other Gulf States
(7). This area of the world is strongly inpuenced by tribal
origin, although there are also large communities of
immigrants (8). Each tribal person is aware of their tribal
origin.

The ideal marriage is a life-long relationship although a
divorce rate of 21% is reported in mass media (9). Marriage
within the tribe is the ideal. It is a civil contract and cousin
marriage is the most desirable (8,10). The most preferred
residence is a villa which describes a detached or semi-
detached housing unit, regardless of size. Urban sprawl
causes long journeys for patients to healthcare venues.
According to UNICEF, Adult (15 years+) literacy rate
in Saudi Arabia is 87% (11). Nearly 5 million students
are enrolled in gender segregated Saudi schools and
universities (8,12). Healthcare providers ynd widely varying
levels of literacy and health literacy among healthcare
consumers. This variety of education competency should
be considered when forming care plans.

Communication

According to Burnham, Saudi Arabia and GCC countries
have highly up-to-date internet and telephone systems
(13). A poll in 2003 found that two thirds of Saudi citizens
have access to the internet (14). Additionally, according to
Assad, inpux of oil wealth and increased communication
with other cultures has inpuenced individual priorities and
lifestyle, pushing materialism forward (15).

Healthcare providers needtobe aware ofthe etiquette, style,
and character of communication. During establishment of
rapport with clients correct naming is essential and may
be complicated; each person having four names; women
using their birth name, and high levels of duplication.
These patterns can have major implications for healthcare
providers and care must be taken to avoid accidents which
could potentially affect client health and safety.

Communication Context

Communication style is high-context. Because of this
members are able to understand messages with less
explanation and more innuendo and implicit references
(16,17). High-context communication is characterized
by avoidance of interpersonal conpict and this is true
of social interaction in this area. According to Almutairi
and McCarthy, group consensus is of higher value than
individual expression (18). Healthcare providers must
also be cautious about power differentials which may alter
communication between themselves and their clientele
and interpersonal communication between clients and
client groups.
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Non-verbal Communication and Etiquette

Use of hands in talking is common and a set of gestures
is well understood. Males stand quite close to each other,
as do females but when a male and female are interacting,
the personal space is quite expansive and no touching
occurs. Al-Shabhri, stated that healthcare professionals
may ynd that clients of the opposite sex do not wish to be
touched by them although they are reluctant to express
this feeling (19). Every effort should be made to have a
same sex professional available especially if care involves
touching (17,19).

Men and women who are not related by birth do not
generally engage in social conversation in public. Even in
a professional setting it is not uncommon for female clients
to communicate to male healthcare providers through a
male proxy who has accompanied her. Male healthcare
providers are strictly advised to avoid interviewing or
examining any female client unless she is accompanied by
her male proxy and preferably also a female staff member
(16). Parameters of polite conversation may vary between
social groups and this may be a source of dissonance (4,10).

Another important aspect of communication is “face”.
Saudi and Gulf societies are tribal, high-context, and
relatively small. Therefore, members of society are
familiar with each other’s social position. Those with more
“face” may receive preference. Housemaids and migrant
laborers may receive more comprehensive care when
accompanied by their employer because of this dynamic.
Shame is a concept which is deeply entrenched. Activities
which are either morally unacceptable or simply bad
manners may cause this. Honor is a stronger concept in
weighing behavior. Loss of honor is caused by violation of
law or moral percept. Awareness of parameters of social
interaction is of vital importance in societies of all types
but is particularly essential when personal interactions are
highly circumscribed by tenets and codes. Emphasis on
awareness of social climate should be part of orientation
of all healthcare professionals.

Family Roles and Organization

According to Kalu, Saudi society is very patriarchal (21).
A senior male is responsible socially and legally for the
welfare, health, care, and behavior members of all ages
in the household (20,21); they are also legally responsible
for other persons such as aged parents, and widowed
or divorced sisters and aunts who may or may not live
in the household. Women do not customarily live alone
(22). Ratner and EI-Badwi, argue that the legal and civil
matters for female relatives often require his assistance
(23). Healthcare providers need to consider the pressures,
stresses, and demands which are carried by the head of
large families in all phases of care planning.

While the male head traditionally holds responsibility for
the extended family, women bear responsibility for the
welfare of all within the home including management and
developmentaltasks. Employed womenwho comprise 22%
of all adult women have the double burden of household
and workplace responsibilities (7). Consequently, the
housewife is a skillful micro-administrator.

In addition, several studies argued that the living
arrangements vary but the norm is that family always
comes yrst. The concept of family to Saudis and members
of the Gulf States describes nuclear or extended family,
and tribe which provide support for each other (10,12,24).
Being a collectivistic society, consensus, hospitality,
generosity, and honor are highly valued over individuality
and non-conformity (9). In addition, Alhamidi stated
that a mixed methods inquiry found that consensus and
hospitality of guests had priority over providing healthy
dietary choices for children, perhaps contributing to
childhood obesity (8).

Since religion is the basis for the social system and norms
the best available way to gain a perspective on ideal family
relations is to consult the Quran and Hadith. A healthcare
provider who depends on this source will not go wrong.

Dress

Most practices in Gulf society are dictated by religious or
tribal principles. A highly visible example of this construct
is dress. Female sexual chastity and modesty are part of
family honor and inpuences the style of dress. Men are
less restricted but also are subject to certain strictures.
Further, tribal traditions such as veiling of the face have
taken on a religious aspect and are incorporated into
the code of expected dress by many. Often this restricts
exercise options. Healthcare providers should be aware
of this aspect of dress when forming a care plan, for
example, recommendation for physical exercise (8,2).

Gender Segregation

Another construct which has received conservative
interpretation is public mixing of gender. Due to Almutairi
and McCarthy, stated that the health practitioners in Saudi
Arabia need to bear in mind the necessity of providing same
gender care although in cases of need this principle may
be bypassed (18). Separate facilities such as vital signs
rooms, physical therapy, and phlebotomy suites need to
be provided since a certain amount of disrobement may
be required.

Developmental Tasks

The major person in children’s lives is the mother.
While men are expected to be the economic pillar of the
family, the mother is expected to bear responsibility for
education, social, and health care of her children. Maternal
grandmothers are especially inpuential. This is reinforced
by the segregation by gender which characterizes all
educational, social, and health institutions (12).

Health care providers for young children up to about
the age of ten, usually are in contact with mothers, or a
grandmother. However, when major health events are
being planned — such as surgery or travel to a referral
center, fathers and mothers must be included. This is
especially true of mothers who are not literate or living in
urban areas. Special efforts must be made to involve the
male proxy when interviewing or treating young children if
the healthcare professional is a male (8).
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Social Status

Saudi society bases class on a variety of criteria. These
criteria interact. Attributes in one criteria mediate the
effect of other characteristics which are part of the formula.
Tribal membership is an important element in social status.
Individuals who are of tribal origin have higher status in
some regions of the Gulf. Intermarriage between tribal
members and members of other tribes is the ideal (7).
However, the tribal system is weak in some regions such
as coastal areas. Lineage which can be traced back to
Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) is used to designate elevated
status in Hejaz, the Western area of Saudi Arabia.

In addition to tribal status, education, wealth, and
religiosity are mediating factors. For example, a person
from a distinguished tribe may be considered lower-class
if the lifestyle they pursue violates social norms, while a
religious or highly educated person, can be highly regarded
and elevated in class (16). Merchants, religious scholars,
distinguished intellectuals and professionals mainly form
the upper-middle or middle class. This status is conferred
on the individual and his nuclear family but not his or her
extended family. Therefore, any individual may have a
variety of social statuses within the extended family (2).
The construct of “nas” is useful for understanding social
structure. One who is elevated in status is referred to
as “walid nas” or “bint nas” meaning son or daughter of
“people”. This evaluation can vary depending on the
status of the evaluator and usually implies that the person
in question is at or above the status of the speaker. Itis
therefore a very pexible concept.

The use of social status is important in access to resources
(11). Because this is a high-context society, social inpuence
as a determinant of distribution of resources is common (8).

Socially well placed members of tribes or families are
very frequently requested to intervene on the behalf of a
lower status member for the purpose of access to services
and socially mediated resources including health care.
Healthcare providers should be aware of these dynamics
in social structure. Access to specialized medical care is
frequently obtained in this way and should be considered
as a resource during assessment, diagnosis and care
planning.

Family Dynamics

There are happy households where relationships are
harmonious and others where they are not. Healthcare
providerswillyndmanyvarietiesandqualitiesofrelationships
in practice. Unfortunately, empirical reports concerning
family relations were not found in the literature (25).

Moreover, several studies indicated that the healthcare
providers should avoid stereotyping family dynamics
and social standing but instead perform as thorough
an assessment as possible before forming a diagnosis
and care plan. Professional ethical practices such as
individualization, self-awareness, non-judgmental attitude,
empathy, and avoidance of stereotyping assist healthcare
professionals to assess, diagnose, and navigate client
needs based on individual family dynamics (4,6,12,26).

Workforce Issues

The migrant work population which constitutes about one-
third of the population is drawn from extremely diverse
lifestyles and cultures. Many are from the poorest segments
of their home countries. Although required to meet certain
health standards to obtain a work visa, it is mainly for the
protection of the local population and not an indication of
general good health. Therefore, healthcare providers are
caring for an extremely diverse group of clients who may
have important health problems (27).

Caring for the Healthcare Workforce

Healthcare providers are also a diverse group. The vast
majority of healthcare providers who are in direct contact
with clients are foreign. They are mainly drawn from the
Philippines, India, Egypt, Jordan, South Africa, Uganda,
the United Kingdom, and the United States. Each of these
groups bring their own culture to the workplace. Between
the years 2000 and 2008 a total of 53,771 Philippine
nurses began employment in Saudi Arabia (28).

In addition to the learning about Saudi culture and
language these workers need to learn about each other
(8,28). Difyculties are encountered with patient care and
communication between patients and staff and between
staff members. In a cross-sectional study of burnout
syndrome among Saudi and non-Saudi nurses levels of
emotional exhaustion were signiycantly higher (p=0.004)
among the non-Saudi nurses than the Saudis (29).

In a review of 8 studies which inquired into key issues,
problems, barriers, and challenges in university hospitals in
Saudi Arabia it was concluded that improvement in patient
safety, clinical effectiveness, and patient-centeredness
were important problems in delivering quality client care
and were especially exacerbated by lack of instruction and
effective communication between clients and healthcare
staff (27)

Nursing education must prepare local graduate nurses
from the variety of ethnic groups within the Gulf to assess
and diagnose client and community needs effectively.
Cultural competency skills should be included in the nursing
curriculum. Orientation and training of the multicultural,
multinational workforce which now characterizes the
healthcare team in the Gulf must be well planned. The
healthcare professionals from the huge variety of ethnic
origins require culturally competent training. Indigenous
healthcare professionals are well suited for this purpose
but must be appropriately prepared for the task themselves
with training in pedagogy.

Bio-cultural Ecology

Added to the gene pool of original tribal groups are
inpuences from immigrant migration and trade. According
to Abo-Amero et al, analysis of mitochondrial DNA from
buccal swabs of 120 maternally unrelated Saudis who gave
histories of having ancestors of Saudi Arabian origin found
that 85% of the lineages are of western Asian origin while
Sub-Saharan Africa, North-African, and Indian inpuence
was found to be 7%, 5%, and 3% respectively (30).
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Consanguinity is quite intense because of the popularity
of marriage within the family. In a sample 3212 Saudis
in a cross-sectional random stratiyed study an overall
rate of 57.7% consanguinity was found including 28.4%,
15.2%, and 14.6% marriages involving yrst cousin, distant
relative, and second cousin marriages respectively. In
other Gulf States the rate of consanguinity is nearly
identical (22,31).

Implications for healthcare providers relies on patient
education. Considering the rate of congenital defects
in the population, and the limits on abortion, control
of birth defects through genetic counseling may need
to be addressed. Therefore, pre-marital screening to
identify carrier states and counseling, public education,
and establishment of a national registry and mutational
database seems to constitute best practice for this area of
the world (1,17,22).

High Risk Behaviors

High risk behavior occurs but because of the conservative
nature of the social structure, information about these
practices is highly limited. Access to treatment may be
complicated by social, legal, and religious implications for
clientele. Therefore the incidence of these behaviors are
considered to be highly under-reported (32).

Use of Tobacco

From a conservative social point of view tobacco smoking
or use in Gulf States is frowned upon. Tobacco is used
via cigarettes or water pipe. Water pipe has been found
to produce similar levels of nicotine dependence as other
forms of tobacco (33). In a cross-sectional study of 1,652
Saudi secondary school students it was found to be the
form of consumption for 54% of the 30.3% and 8.5%
females who are smokers in Al-Hassa (29,34).

Use of Alcohol

According to Haqwi, alcohol consumption is strictly
prohibited by Islam and therefore is strongly rejected by the
norms of society (35). Sale, production, or consumption of
alcohol is illegal in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. Alcohol is
sold on a limited basis to expatriates and at tourist venues
throughout other Gulf States. However, in Ha'il 7.5% of
a group of respondents in a cross-sectional convenience
sample collected among volunteers in schools, health
centers, and shopping venues reported consuming alcohol
(36).

Other lllegal Substance Abuse

Due to Fageeh, trafycking in illegal drugs in any capacity
carries a death sentence. However, cannabis, cocaine,
and heroin are present, although at low levels (37).
Additionally, according to World Health Organization (38),
a drug locally known as Captagon, the local name for
fenethylline, a synthetic amphetamine, is abused by youth
to pursue a lifestyle of night life, during exam time, and
among truck drivers ( 39,40).

Khat is illegally grown locally and also smuggled from
Yemen. In a cross-sectional study self-administered
guestionnaire of 10,000 college and secondary school

students in Jazan Province consumption was 21.4%. A
gender difference existed with 3.8% and 37.7% of females
and males respectively being Khat users (41).

Sexually Transmitted Infections

Information regarding incidence of sexually transmitted
infections (STI) is difycult to access. Non-marital sexual
relations and homosexuality are prohibited and illegal
limiting information. As of 2005 gonococcal urethritis,
syphilis, and HIV accounted for 14.2%, 8.7%, and 7.5%
of reported STI cases respectively. Male expatriates
accounted for two thirds of reported cases of HIV (36).

Implications for healthcare providers in assessing high risk
behaviors should include a high level of awareness. Gulf
society requires visible behavior to conform to ideals, laws,
and beliefs. Clients may not report behavior. Intuitive and
objective client assessment is therefore highly important.

Road Trafyc Accidents

Saudi Arabia has the worldwide highest incidence of road
trafyc deaths and spinal cord injuries (42). Among deaths
in public hospitals 81% result from trafyc accidents,
occupying 20% of the total bed census and accounting
for the majority of maxillofacial fractures in Saudi Arabia
(43, 44).

Physical Activity

Sedentary lifestyle is related to unfavorable weather
conditions making out-of-doors exercise impractical (45).
Walking for pleasure is not an important part of the local
social structure. The urban built environment is not well
designed for pursuit of outdoor exercise.

It is not surprising that less than 50% of boys, aged 7-11
years, reported that they participate in moderate physical
exercise. Adults report any exercising as 19% and 0.5%
respectively for males and females ( 46,47).

Nutrition

Badran and Laher, profess that food choices have been
changing (47). A traditional diet based on whole grains,
fermented milk, and dates is being displaced by rice,
meat, convenience and fast food. Whereas feasting was
limited to special occasions such as weddings and births
in the past, it is now common as week-end entertainment,
causing concern to investigators (46,48).

Obesity in the Gulf Countries

Increasing body weight is causing alarm from healthcare
providers (49,50,51). Large systematic reviews and meta-
analyses are not yet available to deyne this problem.
However, a meta-analysis of adults aged 30-60 years in
Kuwait, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia found the obesity rate
among men and women ranged from 70-85%, and 75-
88% respectively with being overweight and obese were
21.5% and 13.7% respectively among children (52,53).
Due to Alhamidi, low levels of activity, priority of family
social lifestyle, ready availability of obesogenic foods, and
intrafamily patterns of interaction and discipline were found
to affect the obesogenic environment in Saudi homes (4,8).
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Signiycance of Food

Food is used as a means for giving and receiving status.
The ultimate food offered to guests is a whole sheep. This
pattern of use of food for social purposes has implications
for clients who must adhere to special diets. Counseling,
role play, and mentoring may be helpful in meeting
challenges for these clients (4,8).

Pregnancy, fertility, and birth

Children are considered a vital part of life. Index Mundi,
referencing the CIA World Factbook, projects the total
fertility rate in 2016 to be 2.11 children per woman. Children
under 14 years and elderly (65 years +) constitute 60%
and 3% respectively (54).

Infertility poses a threat to marriage. Divorce or
polygyny may be an outcome. Treatment for infertility
is not restricted to childless couples and many high tech
possibilities to enhance fertility are available in the Gulf.
Potentially harmful procedures by traditional healers may
also be employed by many as a last resort to produce
offspring.

Pregnancy is not considered a delicate condition and pre-
pregnancy health status is expected to continue during
pregnancy. Additionally, according to UNICEF, 2014,
women continue to fulyll all of their familial and household
duties. Home birth is not popular and hospital delivery
occurred at the rate of 97% in Saudi Arabia in 2015 (42).
Postpartum care instruction occurs just before discharge
of the new mother from the hospital. Breast-feeding
instruction is not practiced. Upon discharge mother and
baby traditionally reside with the maternal grandmother
for a period of 40 days. All normal activities are resumed
at the end of this period.

Contraception

Among a sample of 502 participants attending government
funded primary health care centers in the Qassim area,
those women who are older, working, more educated,
and grand multipara are more likely to use contraception
while less educated, lower income, and having a higher
proportion of female children have narrower spacing.
Overall, users of some form of contraception numbered
44.8% (55). Among 786 ever-married women the average
time between deliveries was 2.38 years (56).

There are amultitude ofimplications for best practice during
pre-pregnancy, pregnancy, delivery, and postpartum.
Culturally competent health promotion efforts are needed
for all stages of perinatal care. This begins with appropriate
assessment, diagnosis, planning, implementation and
evaluation of social interaction patterns and available
resources in order to guide design of programs which
are culturally congruent, attractive, and accessible to
stakeholders and target population as a whole (4,5).

Death

Based on the interpretation of the Holy Quran, the correct
approach to illness is a search for improvement or cure.
In a qualitative study of 284 Muslims near death three

important domains were found to be important concerns:
faith and belief, self-esteem and image related to their
behavior and appearance at the time of death. Security of
remaining family also emerged as an important theme (44).

In a cross sectional convenience study conducted by Mani
and Ibrahim, intensive care unit (ICU) nursing staff role
were studied and a wide gap existed between concept
of the role and method of the caring process at the end of
life among professional caring staff and family members
of patients (57). This gap needs to be addressed by
education accompanied by a formulation of end-of-life
care policy in ICUs which is in agreement with culture and
belief among the Saudi population.

The expressed goal of the healthcare community care is
preventative or curative in the Gulf States with palliative
care not being a well-developed concept. Pre-morbid
directives popular in the West are not popular among
health care professionals or the community at large (27).

In a cross-sectional study 98% of oncology patients
stated that they preferred being fully informed about their
diagnosis whereas 92% of their physicians agreed. These
results point to a potential failure to meet communication
needs of patients and their families (58).

Breaking bad news to patients is problematic ynding
that 10% and 5.15% of physicians employed in hospital
and primary care respectively agreed to the statement “I
usually avoid telling my patients about their ynal diagnosiso
and 46.6% of the physicians employed in hospitals agreed
with the statement: “The patient always has the right to
know his/her diagnosis” (59).

Spirituality

The main basis of Gulf society is the Islamic faith with
interpretation by a generally conservative point of view, and
further mediated by tribal customs. This forms a unique
blend which characterizes the area’s spirituality (19,57).

Implications for healthcare providers are the application of
non-judgmental caring accompanied by good knowledge
levels about religious beliefs and practices of the target
group, self-awareness, and empathy. Nurses need to be
aware of their own comfort level in providing spiritual care
and to understand the level of spiritual need of the patient
and caregiver. This individualization enables the nurse to
plan for delivery of systematic spiritual care from a variety
of available sources within and outside the healthcare
community (60).

Healthcare Practices

Care of one’s body and health is considered a right of
the living body which the soul inhabits (46,60). Use of
physicians and medicines to treat illness is religiously
encouraged. When Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) was
asked about medical care he replied: “Yes, you should
seek medical treatment, because Allah, the Exalted, has
let no disease exist without providing for its cure, except
for one ailment, namely, old age” (61).
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Health Locus of Control

Health locus of control (HLC) in the Gulf has been found
to be inpuenced by several factors. Until very recently
curative rather than preventative care has been the focus
of the health system (46,61). Preventative care remains
secondary to administration of primary care. This
atmosphere requires the client to have a high internal HLC
and strong general self-efycacy due to the obstacles met
in the health care system in the pursuit of this goal (61).

Traditional Healing Practices

Traditional healing has an important place in health care
among the people of the Gulf. The use of traditional
practices is used before, after, or concurrently with
conventional health care.

Based on the WHO cluster sampling method, 462 families
were assessed using a structured questionnaire to
determine the patterns of utilization of traditional medicine.
Belief in the effectiveness of traditional medicine was
expressed by 51% of clientele but was actually used after
failure of conventional treatment by 25% of the group
studied. Elderly, female, and illiterate clients are more
likely to use traditional healers than other groups. Among
clients surveyed, 42% had ever consulted a traditional
healer at some time with 24% having done so within the
past 24 months (62).

Clients may use a variety of non-conventional treatments
which are not considered to be traditional Saudi healing.
They are often costly and not yet regulated. The Council
of Ministers has approved a center responsible for
establishing rules, criteria, conditions, and licensing of
these practitioners (37).

Healthcare providers must become familiar with the
traditional healing practices and beliefs of the target
population. These may vary between ethnic groups in the
Gulf area, but because of the high incidence of use among
the client populations, knowledge about and sensitivity to
these beliefsand practicesmayhaveamajorimpactoncare.

Mental Health

About half (50%) of primary care patients studied
blamed nerves, stress, and religious factors as a cause
for their physical symptoms so that the effect of mental
and emotional factors on illness is recognized by the
population (63). However, mental health is not freely
discussed, and at times even immediate family members
are unaware that this type of care is being used by the
client. Punishment by God is considered one source of
disturbed mental health. Supernatural forces such as
witchcraft and evil eye are used to account for other types
of conditions by clientele (64). Awareness of this attitude
is important because clients are not likely to freely request
care for mental health problems from their healthcare
practitioner.
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Conclusions and Limitations

By examining features of the target population perspectives
may have been gained into the variety of lives of its people
and their lifeways. There may be limitations in use of this
analysis based onregional differences and practitioners will
be well advised to employ this guide as a starting point in
understanding healthcare needs and client characteristics.
Common threads which run through the fabric of the
Gulf States have been discussed giving the practitioner
a starting point for considering the health care needs of
the people living there and how best to address them.

Congruity of care priorities between healthcare
professionals and clientele need exploration. In
phenomenological descriptive collections of narrative
gathered by six expatriate critical care nurses, the central
themes which emerged from caring for Saudi clients were
family and kinship, cultural and religious inpuences, and
the nurse-patient relationship which was complicated by
stressful and frustrating communication patterns (37,64).
In ranking care priorities, clients ranked information,
cultural, and spiritual needs as the dominant needs.
Support and proximity were least important to them which
may be easily understood because of the highly supportive
patterns of social interaction between family members.

In a cross-sectional study using a self-administered
guestionnaire to inquire from 176 family members and
497 intensive care providers in adult medical-surgical
units about the needs of families at the time of death,
researchers found that looking for information, maintaining
reassurance, spiritual healing, maintaining close proximity,
and respect and care of the body of an expired family
member were top concerns. While care of the remains of an
expired family member was ranked in yfth priority by health
providers it was the yrst concern of the family members
studied. This dissonance of priorities between family
members and staff suggests that much more effort may be
needed in establishing a culturally competent environment
for critical care patients and perhaps others (65).

Speciyc values are contained in the ANA Code of Ethics
which have resulted in the concept of cultural competency
byAmerican NursesAssociation (66). Theinherentdignity of
the individual, autonomy and the right to self-determination
are important concepts when caring for all clientele.
Social work values such as empathy, conydentiality, self-
awareness, client individualization, and non-judgmental
attitude are also part of the values which nurses who
wish to be effective in caring must work toward (67).

Evidence-based research and a sound knowledge based
on needs of our target population must be coupled with
values and ethics to form a powerful formula which can
be used to provide culturally competent caring and best
practices. When these elements are combined with
speciyc language and lifeways training during pre-service
and ongoing orientation programs, a comprehensive
orientation for caring for culturally diverse clients
emerges.
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Abstract

Background:  Primary health care (PHC)
physicians lack sufycient knowledge about insulin
pump therapy.

Objectives: to assess the level of knowledge and at-
titude of PHC physicians toward Insulin Pumps.

Methods: A cross-sectional study was done on PHC
physicians working in primary healthcare settings
at the main University Hospital and at the medical
services centers at King Abdulaziz University, Jed-
dah, Saudi Arabia. Data about participants’ demo-
graphics, experience, specialty, workplace, and cur-
rent position were collected. Their knowledge and
attitude toward insulin pump therapy were assessed
through online Google Forms. A qualitative part of
the study was done by interviewing six physicians to
report their opinion about insulin pumps therapy.

Results: There was a lack of understanding of the
function of an insulin pump and the elimination of
the usage of ynger sticks, however most of them
were aware of the different types of insulin dosag-
es and the appropriate age group for insulin pump
therapy. Themajorityofthe participantshadafavorable
attitude toward insulin pump therapy, as evidenced
by the qualitative and quantitative yndings of the

study. Physicians who were 30 to 49 years old,
consultants, and those with 10 to 19 years of
experience all scored much better on knowledge.
Knowledge deycits, a hazy system, ynancial
concerns, the lack of pumps, and the lack of a skilled
physician were all barriers to initiating patients on
insulin pump therapy.

Conclusions: There is a need for training
programmes to increase PHC understanding and
attitudes about insulin pump therapy.

Keywords: knowledge, attitude, insulin, pumps,
PHC, Jeddah
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Introduction

Diabetes mellitus (DM) is deyned as a metabolic disorder
that results from disturbances in insulin secretion, action,
or both, and leads to chronic hyperglycemia with defects in
carbohydrate, lipid, and protein metabolism, as deyned by
the World Health Organization (WHO) (1). The worldwide
DM prevalence in 2014 was 9% in males and 7.9% in
females, and this prevalence has nearly doubled since the
1980s when it was 4.3% in males and 5% in females (2).
The prevalence of DM in Saudi Arabia has recently been
ranked the second-highest in the Middle East region, and
seventh highest worldwide, with approximately 7 million
(21.8%) having DM and almost 3 million (9.3%) having
pre-diabetes (3).

There have been recent advances in the management of
DM, especially for patients on insulin therapy. Signiycant
strides have also been made in glucose monitoring
technology and insulin delivery methods (4). Continuous
subcutaneous insulin infusion (CSSI) system also known
as insulin pump is one of the favored insulin delivery
methods which was yrst used in the late 1970s and this
technology has progressed over the years to now mimic
physiological insulin secretion, behaving as an artiycial
pancreas (5, 6).

Despite all these advances with proven beneyts, the
average glycosylated hemoglobin (HbA1C) among type
1 diabetic patients has worsened from 2012 to 2018 (7).
This worsening might be the result of the underutilization
of available methods and technology (8).

Limited data is available on the knowledge and attitude
of physicians towards the use of CSSI. Locally there was
a cross-sectional study that included physicians from
different Saudi regions who worked in hospitals with a total
number of 307 participants. The study found that there
WAS a signiycant lack of knowledge among physicians
regarding insulin pump therapy. However, the perceived
attitude of physicians toward this therapy was deemed
positive (4).

Abbreviations:

PHC Primary Health Care

DM Diabetes mellitus

WHO World Health Organization

Cssi Continuous subcutaneous insulin infusion
HbA1C Glycosylated Hemoglobin

KAU King Abdulaziz University

SD Standard Deviation

AID Automated insulin administration
HCPs Health Care Physicians

DIY Alternative do-it-yourself

KAUH King Abdulaziz university Hospital
UMCS University Medical Center services

With the increasing use of insulin pump therapy, family
and primary health care physicians will need to deal more
often with diabetic patients who use insulin pumps in
outpatient and urgent care clinic settings where this lack
of knowledge regarding CSlI is bound to affect patients’
safety and clinical outcome. To the best of our knowledge,
the evaluation of knowledge and attitude toward Insulin
Pumps among Primary Health Care Physicians has not
been conducted before.

This study aimed to assess the level of knowledge and
attitude of primary health care physicians toward Insulin
Pumps.

Subjects and methods

This study was a cross-sectional study that was conducted
between March 1, 2021, and February 1, 2022, at King
Abdulaziz University (KAU), Jeddah, SaudiArabia. Jeddah
is the largest city in the western region of Saudi Arabia
with a population of around 3.4 million (9).

Participants included Saudi and non-Saudi physicians
working in primary healthcare settings at the main
University Hospital and at the medical services centers at
King Abdulaziz University. The targeted population of this
study included practicing Physicians in the PHC setting at
various levels, such as consultants, specialists/registrars,
residents, and general practitioners. The total sampling
techniqgue was used in this study. The total number of
participating physicians was 90.

For the survey in this study, we repurposed a questionnaire
with permission from another study that was published in
the International Journal of Environmental Research and
Public Health based on the American Diabetes Association
and the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence
(4). The survey was tested using a pilot study before it
was distributed to participants. We designed a Google
form containing the survey and distributed it through the
WhatsApp® application.
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The questionnaire consisted of 28 questions divided into
three sections. The yrst section included 7 questions on
demographic data, age, gender, nationality, professional
period, specialty, workplace, and current position. The
second section consisted of 7 questions related to
the attitude of physicians toward insulin pump therapy
technology, such as frequency of dealing with insulin
pumps, their opinion about the importance of gaining
necessary information, need for an educational program
to ensure the safety of dealing with insulin pumps, the
impact of insulin pump therapy on patients, criteria for
patient selection, and barriers to use of insulin pump
therapy. The third section consisted of 14 questions related
to the physicians’ knowledge on insulin pump therapy.
The questions covered the basic information, including
pump function, technique, type of insulin commonly used,
therapy regimen, patients’ eligibility, change of the infusion
set, as well as risks in case of insulin pump interruption.
The physicians’ knowledge of insulin pump therapy was
evaluated as follows. For each of the 28 questions, a
score of 1 was assigned for correct answers and a score
of O for incorrect answers. The total knowledge score was
calculated as the sum of all individual scores, ranging
from O to 28 points, with higher scores indicating greater
knowledge regarding insulin pump therapy. Using cutoff
points at 50% and 75% of the total score, participants
were classiyed as having poor (0 tol2), average (13 to
20), or good knowledge (21-28). For the evaluation of
attitude regarding insulin pump therapy, scores of 1 to 5
were assigned for the answers to the 7 questions based
on a yve-point Likert scale ranging from fistrongly disagreeo
(score 1) to “strongly agree” (score 5). The total attitude
score was calculated as the sum of all individual scores,
ranging from 7 to 35 points, with higher scores indicating
a more positive attitude regarding insulin pump therapy.
Using cutoff points at 50% and 75% of the total score,
participants were classiyed as having a negative (7 to 17),
neutral (18 to 26), or positive attitude (27 to 35).

The data was collected through Google Forms and
transferred to an Excel sheet, which was then analyzed
by IBM SPSS statistic version 25. AP —value < 0.05 was
considered to be signiycant.

A qualitative part of this study was done by interviewing six
physicians to report their opinion about the need for the
basic knowledge about insulin pumps, and where should
patients go for their insulin pump therapy, criteria for
referral and whom to refer to, barriers for starting patients
on insulin pump therapy, sources of patient education
about insulin pump therapy, frequency of seeing patients
in primary care setting for managing insulin pumps and
their attitude towards insulin pump therapy.

A pilot study was conducted to test the questionnaire
validity on 10% of the population. It was carried out with the
application of the full methodology and analysis of results.
The method, feasibility, and duration were assessed.
Necessary changes were made and described. If this is
not possible, at least pretesting of the study tool should
be conducted.

Ethical approval was obtained from the Committee of
Bioethics at King Abdulaziz University. All participants
gave their written informed consent before ylling out the
survey.

1- Quantitative result

The questionnaire was sent to all primary care physicians
at KAU (90) and 83 of them responded (response rate was
90%). The majority of participants were younger than 40
(83.1%) and more females responded (60.2%). Most of
them were enrolled in family medicine training programs
(91.6%). Residents constituted around two thirds of the
physician. (63.9%). The rest of the demographics are
shown in Table 1.

The results of the assessment of physicians’ knowledge
regarding insulin pump therapy are presented in Table 2.
Most of the participants failed to choose the correct answers
regarding the function of insulin pump and the elimination
of ynger stick use (q1 and g14), while questions regarding
main types of insulin doses and the right age group for
insulin pump therapy (q3 and g5) were the most correctly
answered questions.

Regarding physicians’attitude toward insulin pump therapy,
the vast majority of the physicians stood in the agreement
end towards all statements (Tables 3 and 4). However, a
noteworthy number of participants were neutral with the
statements regarding insulin pump candidates selection
and barriers to insulin pump therapy (statements 4 and 5).

When comparing the knowledge and attitude scores
based on the socio-demographic characteristics of the
participating physicians (Table 5), a one-way ANOVA
showed statistically signiycant difference between age
groups and total score of knowledge, F(82)=3.26, p<0.05.
However, LSD post hoc test showed that physicians aged
30-49 years have statistically signiycantly higher scores
than the rest of the sample (post hoc result). Additionally,
one-way ANOVA with LSD post hoc showed that
Consultants had statistically signiycant higher knowledge
scores than specialists and residents, F(82)=8.16, p<0.05
and (post hoc result). Moreover, one-way ANOVA with
LSD post hoc showed that physicians with 10-19 years of
experience had statistically signiycant higher knowledge
scores than the rest of the sample F(82)=8.16, p<0.05 and
(post hoc result).

2- Qualitative results

(Table 6) illustrates the result of the qualitative part of
the research that included a personal interview with six
physicians. There was agreement from 3 of the studied
physicians on the need for the basic knowledge about
the criteria of candidate patients, whom to refer, types of
pumps and types of insulin used in pumps, interpretations,
complications and technology. Of the 6 interviewed
physicians, only 2 thought that patients who are on insulin
pump should follow up for their insulin pump therapy in
primary care clinics. And 2 agreed that primary care
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physicians should be involved in sharing care with more
specialized physicians. All interviewed physicians didn’t
have clear criteria for referral and whom to refer, and all
reported that knowledge deycit, vague system, ynancial
issues, pumps unavailability, and unavailability of trained
physician were signiycant barriers for starting patients on
insulin pump therapy. All physicians stated that currently,

pediatricians, and social media. During their clinical
practice, only 2 participants reported seeing a single
patient in primary care setting for purpose other than
managing insulin pumps. All the interviewed participants
agreed that only the minority of patients receive pumps
in private hospital because it isn't for public patients. And
the response of all of them on this statement “are you a
the only sources for patient education about insulin pump  fan of insulin pump therapy?” was that they all saw its
therapy are endocrinology physicians, diabetologists, helpfulness, indicating a good attitude.

Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics of physicians (n = 83)

Study Variables M {35}
Age group
+  20-29 40 (43.2 %)
+  30-39 29 (34.9 %)
+  40-49 7 (8.4%)
- =50 T iB.4%)
Gender
+ DMale 33 (39.8%)

* Female S0 (a0 2%

Specialty
. Family Medicine 7o 91.6%)
. General practitioner T 4%
Position
+  Consultant 17 (20.5%)
+  Specialist 12 15.7%)
. Resident 53 (63.9%)
Waorkplace
+  KAUH B (79.5%)
. LUKCS 17 {20.5%)
Mationality
«  Saudi TS (90.4%)
* Mon-Saudi 2 9.6%)

Years of Experience

s 09 62 (74.7%)
+  10-19 14 (16.9%)
s 20-30 7 (8.4%)
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Table 2. Assessment of the knowledge regarding insulin pump therapy (n = 83).

Statement Correct Correct

Answers AnswWers
Ageel Alghamdi
2020 2022

1. Function ofinsulin pumptherapy {9.8%:) (3.6%:)

2. Type ofinsulinusedin the pump {47.6%) 42.29:)

3. The maintype(s) ofinsulindoses inthe pump {57.3%)* (75.9%)*

4, Insulin pump therapy is recommended for which type of {14.0%) {20.5%)

diabetic patient

5. Insulinpumptherapy canbeusedforwhich age group (87.09:)"* {94+

B. Mechanism ofloading insulin pump by the patient {36.6%) {37.3%)

7. The frequency of changing infusion set of insulin pump, who is {39.9%) (31.3%)

responsibleforthis action.

B. The best candidate for insulin pump therapy {53.7%) 54,29}

9. Insulinpumps come in different types {65.5%)* {419y

10. The patient needs to do very well with the new technology to {28.7%) {36.19:)

be oninsulinpump

11. The pump needs to be implanted, and therefore minor {48.5%) (34.9%)

surgeryisneeded

12. The pump canbe disconnected even for a shorttime (<1 h). {47.9%) {44.6%)

13. Severe hyperglycemia or possibly diabetes ketoaddosis cn {53.4%) {39.8%:)

resultfrom pump discontinuation even for several hours

14, The pump (espedally if attached to continuous gucose (28.79%)* {9.8%)*

monitoring) eliminates the need for selfifinger-stidk) glucose

monitoring

*More than 15%
**Highly correct answer
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Table 3. Assessment of the attitude toward insulin pump therapy (n = 83).

Statement sD b | A 5S4
M) M ) M o) M) M {e)

Physicians should know the basc information Lil.2%) 7 29 45
and understand primary principles of insulin 0 (3. 4% (34 9% i55.4%)
pump therapy
Each hospital should have a structured diabetes

p 8 33 42
program (start from assessment & educationto . . L _ 2 B
determination & initiation, thento outcome - - 2.8%] {35.5%) 150.6%)
evaluation) for patientswho are oninsulin pump
Insulinpumptherapy promotesthe patient
emaotionally & psychologically to improve the 9 39 35
management of their highblood sugar 0 0 (10.8%) (47%) 42.2%)
The selection of eligible candidates for insulin
pump thermpy depends more onthe patient 3 15 41 24
motivation and readiness than desires by 0 (3.6%) (L2 1%) 49.4%) (25.9%)
physidans or family
The major barrier to insulinpump therapy isthe
high cost more than the associated safety issues 2 20 37 24
oradverse effects 0 i2.4%) | (24.1%) | (44.6%) (28.9%)
Educational programsfor diabetic patients
aboutthe benefits & risk of insulin pump 0 0 7 37 39

(a2.4%0 44.6%) (7%

SD—Strongly Disagree; D—Disagree; N—Neutral; A—Agree; SA—Strongly Agree.
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Table 4. Mean and standard deviation of physicians’ responses to questionnaire items

Statement [ {50 t-test {p)
Fhysidans should know the basic information and understand | 443 17.36
primary principles of insulin pump therapy (0.75) (0.00})

Eadh hospital should have a structurad diabetes program (s&rt

from assessment & eduction to detenmination & initiaton, | $41 19.36
then to outcome evaluaton) for patients who are on insulin | (0.65) (0.00})
pump

Insulin pump thempy promotes the patient emotionally &

psycholog c@lly o improve the management of their high blood 4.31 18.10
sugar (0.GE) (0.00)

The selecion of eligible @ndidates for insulin pump therapy
depends more on the patient motvaton and readiness than | 4.03 11.92
desires of physidans or family (0.78) (000

The major barier to insulin pump therapy is the high st mors

than the assodated safety i ssues or adverse effects 4.00 1.44
(079 (0007}

Edumtional programs for diabeti c patients about the benefits &

risk of insulin pump 4.38 15.70

(0.6d) (0,00}
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Table 5. Comparison of the mean knowledge and attitude scores according to the physicians’
sociodemographic characteristics (n = 83).

Factor Knowledge Attitude
Score {14) p-Value Score (30} p-Value
MMean = 5D Mean £ 5D
Age group
20-29 4,98 +£1.93 2558 +£2.33
30-39 0. 21 £2.47 2538 £2.80
40-49 743 +294 2643 £215
=50 5.43 £2.37 p=0.026%% | 2557 +2.99 P>0.81
Gender
FMale 5.54 +2.26 2524 +2.62
Female 722241 Fe0T742 2580 £2.44 A>0.33
Specialty
Family Medicine .74 £2.40 2554 253
General practitioner | 471 £1.38 P>027 26.00 £2.52 A 0ede
Position
Consultant 74T 2276 2565 £2.98
Spedialist 5.77 +1.83 p <0001 e ea3r | PP 078
Resident .04 £2.01 2545 +2.44
Workplace
KALIH 574 2252 2550 £254
LIS 5.29 £1.49 F =035 2588 £2.45 P=0.35
Mationality
Saudi 5.72 +2.42 2548 +£256
Non-Saud 5.00 +1.31 Fe04l 2650 £1.85 | 7058
Wears of Experience
0-9 L.23x155 2542 £2.47
10-19 o7 £2.87 2543 £2.79
20-30 457 +1.27 p<0.000%* 2671 2243 P>046
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Table 6. Qualitative results of physicians’ interview (No.:6)

32

Question 1 How much do you think primary care physicians should know about insulin pump
therapy?
Thames Some Agreed to know basic knowledgs | Some Agreed to know basic knowledge in
inform of: form of:
1. Criteriaof candidate patients 1. Criteriaof candidate patients
2. Whomto refer 2. Whomto refer
3. Typesof pumps
4. Types of insulin used inpumps
5. Interpretations
G, Complications
7. Technology
Participants | FL, P2 and PS F2, P4 and P&
duestion2 Do you think patient whao are on insulin pump should fallow up for their insulin pump
therapyin primary care clinics?
Thames Some  Agreed that patients should be | Some Disagreed that patients should
followed &t primary care clinics e followed at primary care clinics
Participants | F2 and Fé FL, F3, P4 and FS
Cuestion 3 Should you as a primary G@re physidan be involved in managng patients on insulin
pumpgs
Thames Some  Agreed  that primary  Gre | Some Disagreed  that primary  Gre
physidans be involved in sharnng @re | physidans beirmvolved
with more spedialized physicians
Participants | F2 and Fé FL, F3, P4 and FS
Question 4 | What factors should you depend on in patient selection for insulin therapy? Do you
have a clear criterien for referral and to whom?
Thames All the participants donthave a dea criteriafor referral and whom to refer
Participants | FL, F2, F3, P4, FS and P&
Question 5 | What do you think are the barriers for starting patients on insulin pump therapy?
Thames All the participants agread onthefollowing barriers:
1- Enowledzedefigt
2-  Awvague system
3-  Finandalissuess
4-  Pumps availability
5-  Availability of trained physicians
Participants | FL, P2, F3, P4, FS and P&
Question & | Currently, how are patients educated about insulin pump therapy ?
Thames All the participants agread that the only sourcesfor patient educations are:
1- Endocrinology physicians
2- Diabetologst
3-  Pediatricians
4- Sodalmedia
Participants | FL, P2, P2, P4, PS and P&
duestion7 How oftendoyou see patients an insulin pumpstherapy?
Thames Two partidpants reported s2eing a single | All other paidpants have never seen
patientin primary Gre seting for pupose | patient oninsulin pumps
otherthan managinginsulin pum ps
Participants | F2 and P4 Fl, F3, PS5 and Fa

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022




ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION

Table 6. Qualitative results of physicians’ interview (No.:6) (continued)

Cuestion 8 | In our survey the result showe d that you rarely see patients on insulin pump. Why do
you think that is?

Thames They all agreed that only the minonty of patients recive pumps in private hospital
becauseitisn'tfor public patents

Participants | FL, F2, P2, P4, FS and P&

Clueestion 9 | Are you afanof insulin pump therapy?

Thames All agreedonits helpfulness |

Participants | FL, FZ, F3, P4, FS and A

Cuestion 10 | Do you think your patients are ready for pump?

Thames One participant saidno All other participant reported don 't know

Participants | FL F2, F3, P4, FS and P&

Discussion

In our study, we evaluated the knowledge and attitude of
primary health care physicians at King Abdulaziz University
toward insulin pump therapy.

Our yndings showed that physicians have a signiycant
deycit of knowledge about insulin pump therapy as most
of them gave the wrong answer regarding the function of
insulin pump and the elimination of ynger stick use. On the
other hand, the studied physicians had a positive attitude
toward this therapy.

Despite the fact that clinical trials, research, and patient
experience have all proved the value of AID, it is still out
of reach for many patients. Alternative do-it-yourself (DIY)
solutions to off-the-shelf AID devices have emerged as a
result of patient-driven innovation (10).

According to a recent study, the largest obstacle to
answering patient concerns about what is accessible is
HCPs’ lack of awareness about how Automated insulin
administration (AID) works (74.4 percent). In addition,
64.5 percent of HCPs said they were “likely” or “very likely”
to use the fact sheet when responding to patient inquiries
about AID alternatives (10). Increased awareness and use
of AID technology, according to this study, offer optimism
for further reducing the burden of diabetes, but there is a
need to close the knowledge gap about DIY AID (10).

Insulin pump mismanagement among diabetic patients
could be caused by a lack of basic awareness among
primary healthcare providers about insulin pumps (11).
According to Grunberger etal. (11) effective implementation
of IP is largely based on the skills, knowledge, and
resources needed to use this type of insulin therapy in a
way that is both effective and does not put participants
in danger. This necessitates meticulous selection of both
professionals and patients.

Many studies have been undertaken to examine physicians’
knowledge and attitudes concerning insulin pumps, but
none of them have focused on primary care physicians, so
we only included primary care physicians from one of the
country’s largest and most specialized medical centers.

Only two Saudi studies have been conducted on the

subject. One of these investigations was conducted in
2020 by Alageel et al and involved primary health care
physicians. The study looked at physicians’ attitudes and
expertise about insulin pump therapy in Saudi Arabia.
This study comprised 307 physicians, including 82 family
physicians. According to the survey, 56.7 percent had
insufycient knowledge and 53.4 percent had a good
attitude, which is similar to our yndings (4).

The other Saudi study looked at the degree of knowledge
and attitudes towards insulin pump therapy among
healthcare providersin Riyadh. The majority of respondents
(80%) were unaware of the basic components of an insulin
pump, and a further 79 percentwere unaware thatan insulin
pump can be loaded with insulin by the patients themselves
based on their needs. However, the physicians polled had
a positive outlook on insulin pumps, with nearly 73 percent
believing that knowing the basics and understanding the
basic principles of insulin pump therapy is critical, and
50.7 percent believing that insulin pump therapy beneyts
patients emotionally and psychologically and can help with
uncontrolled blood glucose management (4).

Participants with a higher age had signiycantly higher
knowledge ratings, according to the current study.
Furthermore, consultants and physicians with 10 to 19
years of experience scored statistically signiycantly higher
on knowledge. Knowledge was inpuenced by older age
and years of practice in the Alageel study, which is similar
to our yndings (4). This can be explained by the fact that
these doctors have more expertise, have had greater
exposure to more patients, and thus have had more
opportunities to learn about insulin pumps and how they
affect patients. Furthermore, they are more up to speed
on the latest research and medical literature on diabetes
therapy (4).

There were few negative sentiments concerning the usage
of DIY AID. The majority of HCPs believe that their lack of
understanding of how AIDs work is the most signiycant
impediment to answering patient questions regarding
what is available (74.4 percent). In addition, 64.5 percent
of HCPs said they were “likely” or “very likely” to use the
fact sheet when responding to patient inquiries about AID
alternatives (10).
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Less training and exposure to insulin pumps could explain
the poor level of knowledge observed in this investigation.
Endocrinologists had the highest degree of knowledge
in the Alageel study, which is likely due to the fact that
they keep up to date on such devices by attending
conferences and are the target audience for insulin
pump manufacturers’ advertising and sales campaigns.
Furthermore, endocrinologists have a better level of
diabetes knowledge. Because managing an insulin pump
by a physician with insufycient knowledge can lead to
serious complications such as diabetic ketoacidosis or
severe hypoglycemia, it is a requirement that physicians
responsible for these patients’ care have experience with
insulin pumps in order to ensure the patients’ safety and
well-being (12). Moreover, unqualiyed physicians may
refuse to prescribe an insulin pump to patients who may
beneyt from it (12).

\As in the qualitative part of our study nearly all the
participants agreed on ‘we should know basic knowledge
in form of clear referral criteria and whom to refer to’, so
when we see our survey in the quantitative part as per
guestions 1,4,5,7 and 8 on (table 2) they poorly answered
these questions which means that we need to increase
the physicians’ knowledge toward insulin pump therapy.

The use of insulin pump (IP) in Saudi Arabia is currently
somewhat low, and there is limited indication regarding
their effect on glycaemic control and diabetes treatment
satisfaction (13). Overall, most of our participants showed
a positive attitude toward insulin pumps. Due to the
scarcity of studies on this topic, we speculated that this
ynding is also important as it showed the agreement
between knowledge and attitude, which could be the basis
for future investigations.

All the interviewed physicians in the qualitative part of the
research admitted that knowledge deycit, vague system,
ynancial issues, pumps unavailability, and unavailability
of trained physicians were signiycant barriers for starting
patients on insulin pump therapy. In a prior study, half of
the physicians reported to having insufycient consultation
periods and appointment frequency to allow for insulin
therapy escalation. HbAlc values were unavailable
to 40% of PCPs in order to inform their management
recommendations (14). One of the greatest challenges,
according to another study, is a lack of resources within
the healthcare team to promote device use (15).

The number of IP users among Saudi youth is still low,
according to Bin Abbas et al. (16). He claims that a lack
of patient/family motivation, health-care team enthusiasm,
and adequate technical support are among the contributing
factors. This was explained by the usability of current
technology, where attention spans are short and bad
encounters are common, affecting more than 40% of
users each year, with a minority, notably in youngsters,
requiring hospitalization.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION

Limitations

There are several limitations in our study. It was a cross-
sectional study that could reveal the associations between
variables without concluding the casual relationships. In
addition, the use of a peer-designed questionnaire for
data collection could have a recall bias.

Conclusion

This study found a deycient knowledge among studied
physicians about the function of insulin pumps and the
elimination of ynger stick use, while most of them knew
types of insulin doses and the right age group for insulin
pump therapy. The majority had a positive attitude towards
insulin pump therapy that was obvious through results of
the qualitative and quantitative parts of the research.
Physicians with older age (30-49 years), consultants and
those with 10-19 years of experience had statistically
signiycant higher knowledge scores.

The main barriers for starting patients on insulin pump
therapy were knowledge deycit, vague system, ynancial
issues, pumps unavailability and the unavailability of
trained physicians. It is suggested that the King Abdulaziz
University Hospital take suitable efforts to enhance
the number of skilled physicians who can treat patients
on insulin pump therapy, especially given the rising
number of diabetes cases in Saudi Arabia each year. We
recommend implementing training programmes focusing
on dealing with patients who use insulin pumps in order
to improve understanding. Furthermore, because there
are few studies on the management of these patients in
Saudi Arabia, we urge that future research focus on the
challenges that healthcare providers experience when
dealing with patients who use insulin pumps.
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Abstract

Background: Refractive errors are the most common
cause of visual impairment worldwide. Proportion of
age group is varied among societies and they are
considered as a public health challenge and com-
mon presentations in general practice in eye clinics.
Understanding the associations between age and
types of presentation of refractive errors in children
and young adults 0-30 years, will aid early identiyca-
tion, diagnosis, referral and treatment.

Aim: The aim of this study was to determine the asso-
ciations between age and types of presentation of re-
fractiveerrorsinchildrenandyoungadults,0-30years.

Methodology: A cross-sectional study of 1,500 out-
patients aged from 0-30 years attending ophthal-
mology clinic in Sanaa, Yemen (between 2012-2015)
were included in the study. All patients underwent
visual acuity examination, auto-refractometer, ante-
rior and posterior segment examination, and were
grouped according to age and type, i.e., myopia,
hyperopia, and astigmatism. Odds ratios (OR) and

95% conydence intervals (95% CI) were calculated
to evaluate the association between age and types
of presentation of refractive errors.

Results: Hyperopia was the most common single
diagnosis (53.3%) followed by myopia (33.3%).
Astigmatism was uncommon as a single diagnosis
(13.4%) but commonly associated with hyperopia
or myopia. Myopia was more common in males
(42.9%), than females (25%). Hyperopia was more
in females (62.5%) than males (42.9%). Age groups
most affected by refractive errors were 13-18 years
(27.7%), 19-24 years (24.8%) and 25-30 years
(24.6%) respectively.

Conclusions: This study highlights the close asso-
ciations between age and types of presentation of
refractive error. Early identiycation and proper cat-
egorization of refractive errors by age, gender, and
other demographics by general physicians in prima-
ry care can better deduce and make useful referrals
to eye specialists.

Keywords: Association, age, myopia, hyperopia,
astigmatism, Yemen
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Introduction

The number of people globally with refractive errors has
been estimated at one to two billion (1). Rates vary between
regions of the world with about 25% of Europeans and 80%
of Asians affected (1). Refractive error is a problem with
focusing light accurately on the retina due to the shape of
the eye. The most common types of refractive error are
near-sightedness (myopia), far-sightedness (hyperopia),
astigmatism, and presbyopia. Near-sightedness results
in faraway objects being blurry, far-sightedness and
presbyopia result in close objects being blurry, and
astigmatism causes objects to appear stretched out
or blurry. Other symptoms may include double vision,
headaches, and eye strain. Refractive errors are corrected
with eyeglasses, contact lenses, or surgery(2). Myopia is
the most common disorder (3). Rates among adults are
between 15-49% while rates among children are between
1.2-42% (4). Hyperopia more commonly affects young
children and the elderly (5, 6). Presbyopia affects most
people over the age of 35 (1). In 2013, 660 million people
(10 per 100) were estimated with refractive errors that
have not been corrected. Of these 9.5 million were blind
due to the refractive error(7). Refractive error is one of the
most common causes of blindness along with cataracts,
macular degeneration and vitamin A deyciency (8).

Myopia is a global public health problem affecting
all age groups. A few epidemiological studies have
shown variations within and between countries (9). For
instance, in studies in Asian countries, prevalence in
adults varies between 19.4% in Taiwan (10) to 48.1% in
Indonesia (11). In North America and Europe, prevalence
varies from 33.1% in the USA (12) to as high as 49%
among 40 years+ old adults in the United Kingdom(12).
Worldwide variations of myopia in children also show
similar differences across countries and regions as
shown from the results of the Refractive Error Study in
Children (13) which was conducted in different countries
using the same sampling strategies and procedures to
measure refraction, and similar deynitions of myopia to
enable inter-country comparisons (13). The study found
differences between urban and rural children in Nepal with
a progressive increase in prevalence from 5-15 years.
In India, prevalence appeared to decrease from rural to
urban children whereas among urban children in China,
prevalence of myopia varied from 5.7% in 5-year olds, to
30.1% in 10-year-olds, to 78.4% in 15-year-olds (14, 15).
According to the WHO regions, the estimated pool
prevalence (EPP) of hyperopia was 4.6% (95% CI:
3.9e5.2) in children. The lowest and highest EPP was
seen in South-East Asia (2.2%, 95% CI: 1.2e3.3) and
the Americas (14.3%, 95% CI: 13.4e15.2), respectively.
The EPP of hyperopia was 30.6% (95% CI. 26.1e35.2)
in adults. Based on the results of meta-analysis, Africa
had the highest EPP of hyperopia (38.6%, 95% CI:
22.4e54.8) followed by the Americas (37.2%, 95% CI:
25.3e49) while Europe had the lowest EPP (23.1%, 95%
Cl: 6.1e40.2)(16).

The deynition of astigmatism in epidemiologic studies has
less variation. Considering the changes of astigmatism
with age, in children above 1 year old astigmatism was
14.9% (95% CI: 12.7e17.1). According to WHO regions,
the lowest estimated pool prevalence (EPP) was seen
in South-East Asia (9.8%) while the highest EPP was
seen in the Americas (27.2%) followed by the Eastern
Mediterranean region (20.4%). For adults, studies showed
that 40.4% (95% CI: 34.3e46.6) of adults had astigmatism.
However, astigmatism showed a lot of variation in different
WHO regions; the highest EPP astigmatism was seen in
the America s, and the lowest EPP was seen in Africa
(11.4% vs. 45.6). However, it should be noted only one
study was conducted in the Americas . After the Americas,
South-East Asia had the highest EPP of astigmatism
(44.8%, 95% CI: 36.6e53.1)(16).

Given how common these eye defects are in clinical
practice, research that helps to understand their natural
history and especially local risk factors will be helpful
for early diagnosis and properly targeted treatments in
primary care practice. Therefore, the focus of this study
was to determine the associations between age and types
of presentation of refractive errors in children and young
adults 0-30 years to aid early identiycation, diagnosis,
referral, and treatment.

Study design and setting

This was a cross-sectional clinical epidemiological study
involvingaconvenientpurposive sample of patientsreferred
from across the country for ophthalmic consultation at the
department of ophthalmology, Saudi-German Hospital, a
major referral center for eye problems in Sanaa, Yemen.
During the study period, all patients with eye problems
are referred to Saudi-German Hospital due to the limited
facilities across the health centers in Yemen.

Participants

This was a purposive sample whose selection was based
on their willingness to participate in the study once they
met the inclusion criteria. Given that our primary goal was
to determine the types and presentation of refractive errors
in our practice population, no speciyc sample size was
calculated. No other similar studies have been reported
from the area on this topic.

Sample size and categorization

A total of 1500 patients between age 0-30 years were
included in this study after informed consent. Subjects
were divided into the following age groups (0-6), (7-
12), (13-18), (19-25) and (26-30) in order to include
maximum patients who agreed to participate in the study.
We identiyed the patients who can beneyt from vision
rehabilitation, then accurately measured visual acuity
and provided appropriate vision rehabilitation services.
Eligibility included referral for ophthalmic consultation by
other clinicians for symptoms including decreased vision,
headaches, esotropia and exotropia. Patients, with a
history of eye injury, aphakia retinoblastoma and systemic
or congenital disease were excluded from the study.
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Data sources/measurement

Procedures: Demographic data was obtained from patients’
records and / or referral notes. All patients underwent
visual acuity assessment and refraction measurement by
cycloplegic autorefraction and subjective refraction.

Visual Acuity Testing was performed with tumbling E, at
a distance of 6 m. The right eye was tested yrst and then
the left, each time with occlusion of the fellow eye. Ocular
Examinations were done by a trained team consisting of
an ophthalmologist, after assessment of visual acuity as
above, axial length was measured by an IOL Master (version
5.02; Carl Zeiss, Jena, Germany), and a slit lamp (YZ5X;
66 Vision Tech, Suzhou, China) examination and direct
ophthalmoscopy were performed by an ophthalmologist.
Intraocular pressure was measured by an optometrist using
noncontact tonometry (NT-1000; Nidek, Tokyo, Japan), and
participants having a peripheral anterior chamber depth
of >1/2 the thickness of cornea, IOP 25 mm Hg, given
cycloplegia of one drop of 0.5% proparacaine hydrochloride
in each eye followed by two drops of cyclopentolate 1.0%
(Cyclogyl; Alcon, Fort Worth, TX, USA) 5 minutes apart. If
the pupil size was y6 mm and the light repex was absent
after 30 minutes, cycloplegia was deemed adequate.
Subsequently, autorefraction (KR-8900; Topcon, Tokyo,
Japan) and subjective refraction were performed by an
experienced optometrist.

A value of 6/6 or 20/20 is considered optimum, or perfect
vision. Individuals who have 20/20 vision can read letters
that are 3/8 of aninch tall from 20 feet away. Those who don't
have 20/20 vision, are considered as refractive error. People
who require spherical equivalent (SE) O T0.50 Diopters of
optical correction are considered as having myopia, SE
0+2.0 Diopters are considered having hyperopia and SE
of -2.00 +3.50 x 095 Diopters are considered as having
astigmatism. Once examined, patients were grouped into
the following yve categories: myopia only; hyperopia only;
astigmatism only; myopia with astigmatism; hyperopia with
astigmatism

Data collation and analysis

Data was collated and analysed in an Excel database.
Subjects were grouped according to age, gender, presenting
symptoms and diagnosis based on the yve categories
identiyed. Descriptive statistics for categorical data included
frequencies (percentages). Inferential statistics were used
to make comparisons between error type, frequency of
occurrence and gender difference.

Statistical Analysis

The primary goal of these analyses was to determine
types and presentation of refractive errors and their
possible association with gender and age as a basis for
future predictions in Yemeni children and young adults
especially in general practice in primary care. All analyses
were performed in Microsoft Excel and an alpha level of
0.05 was considered statistically signiycant. Descriptive
statistics of quantitative data are presented as proportions
(percentages). Categorical data e.g. age group, gender, and
presenting symptoms are also presented as proportions
(percentages).
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Out of 1500 patients, 700 were males (46.7%) and 800
females (53.3%). Hyperopia was the most common single
diagnosis (53.3%) followed by myopia (33.3%). Astigmatism
was uncommon as a single diagnosis (13.4%) but commonly
associated with hyperopia or myopia. Myopia was more
common in males (42.9%) than females (25%). Hyperopia
was more in females (62.5%) than males (42.9%) (Table
1). Age groups most affected by refractive errors were 13-
18 years (27.7%), 19-24 years (24.8%) and 25-30 years
(24.6%) respectively. Decreased vision (53%) was a
common presentation in myopia, in astigmatism (41.5%)
and less in hyperopia (39.6%). Headache was common
in astigmatism (56%), in hyperopia (28.8%) and in myopia
(17.8%). Muscle imbalance namely exotropia (27.2%) is
mainly found in myopia and esotropia (24.3%) in hyperopia
(Table 1 and 2).

Myopia was diagnosed in 500 patients and occurred in
all age groups from 0-30 years but was more common in
males (42.9%), compared to females (25%). There was
also a progressive increase in frequency of myopia with age
from O — 6 years (28%) to 25 — 30 years (47.3%) (Table 1).

In contrast, hyperopia was more common among patients,
800 cases with a female preponderance (M=42.9 %;
F=62.5%). In terms of age distribution, all age groups 0-30
years were affected but was highest in the 13— 18 year group
(67.8%) followed by the 19—24 year group (45.7%) (Table 1).

Astigmatism was diagnosed in 200 patients with an
increased distribution in males (14.3%) and females
(12.5%). No cases of astigmatism were found in the 0-6-
year-old group. It was much higher in the age group 19-24-
years group (18%) compared to the other groups (Table 1).

In terms of presentation, decreased vision (53%) was a
major complaint in patients with myopia with a progressive
increase in frequency from age 0 — 6 years from (48.6%) to
(57.2%) in the 25— 30 years group. Asimilar trend was found
in hyperopia but starting from a higher frequency of (33.3%)
in 0 — 6 years with a plateau of around (47.9%) in age group
25 — 30 years. In astigmatism, decreased vision was not
found in the 0 — 6-year group and was less common before
the age of 13 years but was a major complaint in the 25
— 30 year group (45.5%) and followed by 19 — 24 (44.8%)
year groups (Table 2).

Headache was reported less in the 7-12-year old (9.2%)
group with myopia, increasing in 25-30-year-olds (23.4%
highest). In hyperopia, headache was most reported in
patients between 13-30 years amongst whom the 19-24-
year group (44.1%) complained the most followed by the
25-30-year group (40.7%) and 13-18-year-old (34%) group.
In astigmatism, there was a progressive decrease and
increase in headache from 7- 30 years old 7-12 (57.1%), 13-
18 (58.1%), 19-24 (55.2%) and 25-30 (54.5%) respectively
(Table 2).
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Table 1. Age and sex distribution of different types of refractive errors in a Yemeni population 0-30 years
(N=1,500)

Subgroup Sample Niyopia (N=500) Hyperopia {N=800) Astigmatism {N= 200)
| Yo I % I %
Age group
0-6 125 35 28.0 =N 720 i i
7-12 iy o 295 fon 54.6 1 15.9
13-18 113 ap 21.8 280 mr.a 43 10.4
19-24 372 1=5 363 170 45.7 a7 1.0
25-30 370 175 47 .3 140 37.8 CL 14.9
SEX
Male o0 300 g2 300 429 100 14z
Female 200 200 25.0 GO0 2.5 100 125
Total 1500 500 333 BO0 3.3 200 134

Table 2. Frequency of Presenting Symptoms and Signs (%) for all Types of Refractive Error According to Age
Group (N=1,500)

Age Sample D *HA *Ex *Es
group I % I % I % I %
0-6 35 17 12.6 0 0 12 34.3 6 | 171
7-12 B5 2" 38.5 & 32 30 46.1 4 6.2
e L a0 45 S0 |10 | 111 | 3 | 388 [ 0 | 0@
19-24 135 78 57.8 [ 32 | 237 | 2= 18.5 0 0
25-30 175 100 572 | 41 | 234 | 34 | 194 0 0
Total 500 265 53 B9 178 | 136 | 27.2 | 10 2
Sample D *HA *Ex *Es
I % I % I % I %
0-6 ag 30 333 | 0 0 5 56 | 55 | 6Ll
I 7-12 120 50 41.7 3 25 5 4.1 62 | 517
13-18 280 100 357 | 55 34 25 8.9 G0 | 21.4
19-24 170 70 412 | 75 441 | 10 5.9 15 | 88
25-30 140 67 a7a | s7 | a07 | 13 a3 3 2
Total 800 317 396 | 230 | 288 | 58 73 | 195 | 243
Sample *Dv *HA *Ex *Es
I % I % I % I %
0-& 0 0 N N N N i i 0
_— 7-12 35 10 286 | 20 | 571 | 5 143 | 0 0
Astigmatism o s 43 18 | aL9 | 25 | 581 | © 0 0 0
19-24 67 30 aa8 | 37 | s52 | o 0 0 0
25-30 55 25 45.5 30 54.5 0 0 0 0
Total 200 83 415 | 112 56 5 2.5 0 0

*DV= Decreased vision; HA= Headache; Ex= Exotropia; Es= Esotropia
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In our population, muscle imbalance, namely exotropia, a
form of strabismus where the eyes are deviated outward
was found in 27.2% in myopia patients and esotropia, a
form of strabismus in which one or both eyes turn inward
found in 2% of myopia patients. In myopia patients,
exotropia was found in all age groups 0-6 (34.3%) and 7
— 12 (46.1%) and 13 - 18 (38.9%), 19-24 (18.5%) and 25
— 30 (19.4%) respectively. A similar trend but with much
lesser frequency of exotropia was found in patients with
hyperopia with the highest frequency (9.3%) in the 25-30-
year group. Exotropia was not a feature of astigmatism,
except in a very small percentage of 7-12 (14.3%) year
old (Table 2).

Similarly, esotropia was not found in astigmatism and
only found in a small proportion of patients with myopia
(2%). None of those aged between 13 — 30 years with
myopia presented with esotropia. However, esotropia
was a common feature in hyperopia, most common in the
much earlier age groups 0 -6 (61.1%) and 7 — 12-year-
olds (51.7%). It was also found in 13 — 18 (21.4%) and 19
— 24 (8.8%) year olds but very uncommon in 25 — 30 years
old (2.1%) (Table 2). Presbyopia was not reported in our
population due to the age distribution as it affects most
people over the age of 35.

Discussion

Refractive errors are the most common ocular problem
affecting all age groups and considered as a public health
challenge. Recent studies and WHO reports indicate that
refractive errors are the yrst cause of visual impairment
and the second cause of visual loss worldwide as 43%
of visual impairments are attributed to refractive errors
(17). A review study showed that uncorrected refractive
errors were responsible for visual impairment in 101.2
million people and blindness in 6.8 million people in 2010
(18). Generally prevalence of refractive errors varies
among different populations due to differences in their
genetic background and diverse environmental factors
(19). This study determined the types and presentation
of different refractive errors among children and young
adults of age 0-30 years who visited the major referral
center for eye problems in Sanaa, Yemen. Myopia,
hyperopia and astigmatism were common conditions
affecting the ophthalmic health of the Yemeni population.
We found Hyperopia was the most common single
diagnosis (53.3%) followed by myopia (33.3%) among
this population and astigmatism was uncommon as a
single diagnosis (13.4%), but commonly associated with
hyperopia or myopia. Myopia was more common in males
(42.9%) and less in females (25%), however, hyperopia
was more in females (62.5%) and less in males (42.9%).
Age groups most affected by refractive errors were 13—
18-years (27.7%), 19-24-years (24.8%) and 25-30-years
(24.6%) respectively.

Previous studies reported a decrease in myopia and an
increase in hyperopia with increasing age (3, 20-23). In
this study, there is an increase in the frequency of myopia

POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

with age from 0-6 years to 25- 30 years and it was more
common in males compared to females. In a study
conducted in a Mexican population myopia was the most
common refractive error, and the proportion seemed to
increase among the younger population (10 to 29 years
old), but hyperopia increased among the aging population
(40 to 79 years old)(21). In our study population hyperopia
was the most common single diagnosis (53.3%) among
age groups from 0-30 years and is present most with the
age group 13-18 years. This difference may be due the
age distribution of our study population, our sample size
only representing children and young adults. This needs
to be considered further.

According to a meta-analysis conducted in the Middle
East region the prevalence of astigmatism was 15% (95%
Cl 10, 19) in subjects less than or equal to 15 years and
24% (95% CI 16, 31) in those older than 15 years of age
(24). The prevalence of astigmatism in males and females
less than or equal to 15 was 9.0% (95% CI1 0.7-17.3) and
9.9% (95% CI 1.5-18.3), respectively, and the prevalence
in males and females over 15 years of age was 31.1%
(95% CI 18.7, 43.6) and 29.6% (95% CI 17.2, 42.1),
respectively(24). We found astigmatism was uncommon
as a single diagnosis (13.4%) but commonly associated
with hyperopia or myopia. Astigmatism is higher in
males (14.2%) compared to the females (12.5%) and is
associated with hyperopia and myopia. This needs to be
explored further.

The association of gender with refractive errors has not
been well established. Some studies have reported that
the prevalence of myopia is higher in men than in women
(25-29). In other studies, however, this trend was not
observed(30, 31). In this study, the distribution of myopia
is higher in men (42.9%) than in women (25%). Symptoms
like decreased vision and headache were distributed as,
decreased vision was relatively and more uniformly high
in myopia. However, in hyperopia, decreased vision, there
was a progressive decrease with age, the highest being in
young adults 19-30 years old. In astigmatism, decreased
vison, there was a progressive increase in presentation
with age, the highest being in young adults 19-24 years
old. Headache was more common above 12 years in
myopia, hyperopia and astigmatism conditions. Fewer
patients with myopia complained of headache, with a
peak age group of 25-30 years. Patients with 13 years and
above with hyperopia presented with headache and in 13-
18 years old complained most. Children 7-12 years old
with astigmatism complained mostly with headache. And
in conditions like exotropia and esotropia there were fewer
common complaints in all three conditions and at different
ages. However, patients with myopia were more likely to
also have exotropia, especially older children 7-12-years.
In hyperopia, exotropia is high in 13-18 years old and
those with astigmatism rarely presented with exotropia,
except children 0-12 years old. On the contrary, esotropia
was most common in children with 0-12 years old with
hyperopia, and rare among those with astigmatism and
myopia beyond 6 years and 12 years respectively.
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The limitations of the current study included that the
selection of individuals was conducted using non-
probability sampling and did not also consider regional
and occupational differences. For wider use and
predictive generalization, a more randomized probability
population sample may be necessary. Thus, despite
possible limitations, a sample of patients who visited
the ophthalmic clinic for any laboratory service or visual
examination from different parts of the Yemen was used
for the examination of refractive errors, which ensures
some representation of the population. Furthermore, the
types and presentations of refractive error in children and
young adults has not been previously studied in Yemen.
To our knowledge, this is the yrst report of refractive error
in the Yemeni population.

Conclusion

The information of this study can be used to characterize
and potentially predict the association of age and types of
refractive error among Yemeni children and young adults.
The yndings may be found useful among primary care and
general practitioners and eye specialists and could help in
the development of simple diagnostic tools such as clinical
algorithms to aid early diagnosis and management.
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Abstract

Objectives: Under-reporting despite high preva-
lence of domestic violence (DV) indicates a serious
gap in identifying and reporting domestic violence.
Therefore this study aims to assess the readiness
of health care workers in identifying and handling
intimate partner violence.

Methods: A cross-sectional study was conducted
using the Domestic Violence Health Care Provider
Survey tool among medical and dental interns and
residents in Saudi Arabia to assess their readiness
to detect, manage and prevent spousal abuse.

Results: 221 participants completed the survey;
53.8% of the respondents were interns and 43.4%
were residents. The study showed that only 5.9% of
respondents have participated in DV courses during
their undergraduate years in medical school. 72.8%
of doctors either did not know or were not sure of
Saudi national policies to manage DV and 86.9%
of the health care providers were not aware of the
national help line number to report a suspected DV
case.

Conclusion: Lack of teaching and training sessions
on managing domestic violence during the under-
graduate years shows that health care professionals
are evidently underprepared and calls for an urgent
need to introduce an interprofessional education
curriculum that trains health care professionals of
all concerned specialties at undergraduate level on
managing domestic violence.

Keywords: Domestic violence. Intimate partner
violence, medical education, health care providers

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022

43



Introduction

The World Health Organization (WHO) has reported
domestic violence (DV) as a global public health problem
that affects the physical and psychological health of
women, adolescents, children, and the elderly. Intimate
partner violence (IPV) or “spousal abuse,” is a form of DV
and has been deyned by WHO as fiany behavior within an
intimate relationship that causes physical, psychological
or sexual harm to those in the relationship” [1]. Women
are the victims most affected because of intimate partner
violence and exposure to abuse, whether physical,
psychological, or sexual, and it increases the likelihood of
poor health and serious mental disorders [2].

According to WHO multi-Country Study the percentage of
physical or sexual violence by husband or partner reported
by women varied between 5% to 71% worldwide and up
to 4-12% of these abuses happened during pregnancy [3].
Studies from the Middle East Countries such as Egypt,
Palestine, and Tunisia revealed that at least one out of
three women are subjected to physical abuse by their
husband [4]. A survey conducted in Saudi Arabia showed
that the prevalence of lifetime domestic violence among
women in Saudi Arabia was 35.9% for mental, 17.9%
for physical, and 6.9% for sexual violence [5]. A more
recent study in Saudi Arabia reported that almost 45 %
of the women participants had been subjected to spousal
physical abuse with a reasonable population of victims
expecting appropriate treatment by healthcare providers
[6]. Despite these studies that highlighted the high
prevalence of spouse abuse in Saudi Arabia, only 3.3%
of the cases were documented and reported [7]. A study
found that practicing dentists and physicians lack sufycient
knowledge about DV detection and management, which
is attributed to the inadequate exposure to DV education
during undergraduate training [8]. This indicates a serious
gap in training yrst line health care workers like physicians
and dentists who play a major role in identifying and
managing all forms of abuse including spousal abuse.

In Saudi Arabia there are only a few studies that have
assessed the readiness of yrst-line health care providers
such as medical and dental doctors to suspect DV-
inpicted injuries among patients. Therefore, this study
was conducted to repect the current preparedness of
Saudi medical and dental students to detect, manage and
prevent spousal abuse.

Methodology

Study design

The study was approved by the IRB at Princess Nourah
university. A cross-sectional study was conducted among
medical and dental interns and residents in the Saudi
Arabian cities of Riyadh, Dammam, and Alhasa. The study
included participants from the following public universities -
Princess Nourah Bint Abdulrahman University (PNU), King
Saud University (KSU), King Saud bin Abdulaziz University
for Health Sciences (KSAU-HS), Al-imam Muhammad ibn
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Saud Islamic University (IMAMU) in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
King Faisal University (KFU) and Imam Abdulrahman Bin
Faisal University (IAU).

The study participants were graduates from the medical
and dental colleges of the universities described above
who met the following inclusion criteria: that they are
currently enrolled in a clerkship (internship) or residency
program, are Saudi nationals, and graduated from public
universities in Saudi Arabia. Participants who met any
of the following exclusion criteria were excluded from
the study: graduates from private universities or from
universities other than those included here (PNU, KSU,
IAU, KFU, IMAMU, or KSAU-HS).

The study participants were approached through the
internship program coordinator located at each of the
selected public universities and through hospital internship
program coordinators. Our study used purposive sampling
that included interns and residents from medical and
dental colleges who matched all stated inclusion criteria.
The chief residents of the respective institutions were
requested to distribute the survey.

Sample size

Sample size was calculated based on previous literature
from the same research yeld [5], which stated an average
score of 60.5% and with 95% conydence interval and power
85% and 20 % non-response resulting in approximately a
sample size of 150 participants.

The survey tools

A combined information Letter/Consent Form formed the
cover page of the survey questionnaire and stated the study
purpose, method of participation, withdrawal, conydentiality
and described the anonymity of the participants as well as
the risks and beneyts of participation.

The Domestic Violence Health Care Provider Survey
Scale was used in this study, which is a validated tool
that assesses provider characteristics and training needs
and serves to evaluate DV policy interventions. The tool
demonstrated a good internal consistency reliability with
Cronbach’s alpha ranges of 0.73 to 0.91. [9]

The survey had two parts; the yrst part of the study had
questions on demographical and general characteristics
of the study participants and the second part of the survey
measures the healthcare providers readiness to screen for
domestic violence by using the Domestic Violence Health
Care Provider Survey Scale. The survey measured six
domains that repect the healthcare providers readiness to
screen for domestic violence.

1. Professional role resistant/ fear domain

This domain on professional role resistant/fear of offending
patients consists of 8 items that assess the healthcare
providers stand on whether inquiry about domestic
violence would offend patients or may conpict with the
ethics of doctor patient communication.
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2. Blame victim domain

The blame victim domain has a subscale with 6 items that
assessed health care providers’ attitudes toward domestic
violence victims.

3. Victim safety domain

The domain on victim safety includes a 5 item subscale
that assesses the perception of the health care provider
on jeopardizing the victim’s safety by questioning about
domestic violence.

4. Provider safety domain

The domain on providers’ safety assesses the perception
of the health care provider on placing himself at risk by
inquiring about domestic violence based on a 5 item
subscale.

5. Perceived self-efycacy

This domain measures the healthcare providers self-
perceived efyciency and conydence in inquiring and
offering help about domestic violence. This domain is
assessed by a 6 item subscale.

6. System support domain

This domain contains 4 items that repect on providersi
access to support networks for referral and management
of intimate partner abuse victims.

Participants’ responses were recorded using Likert scale
that repected participantsi stand on each of the statements
provided. The Likert scale had a range from 1 to 5 which
repects strongly disagree to strongly agree. The score
corresponds to their stand on the scale. Some of the
statements in the scale are structured in a way such that
the scoring needs to be reversed to match the scores from
other items. These items’ scoring were reversed before
doing further analysis on the scores.

The survey was self -administered and took approximately
15 minutes to complete. Completion of all items was
mandatory.

A total of 221 respondents completed our survey with a
response rate of 88%. Although respondents’ gender
distribution repected no signiycant differences, participant
age differed to some extent. Most respondents were
between the ages of 20 and 30 years. Almost half of the
respondents were from KSU, while IAU had the least
participants. [Table 1]

In this sample, the interns represented 53.8% of the
responses, while residents represented 43.4%. Only 5.9%
of respondents have participated in DV courses during
their undergraduate years in medical school.

72.8% of doctors either did not know or were not sure of
Saudi national policies to manage DV and 86.9% of the
health care providers were not aware of the national help
line number to report a suspected DV case.

The distribution of the scores obtained in each domain is
shown in Figure 1. The hypothesized association between
gender, age, educational level and previous training or
awareness and the six domains assessing the readiness
to respond to DV did not reach statistical signiycance
(Table 2). However, male participants demonstrated higher
perceived self-efycacy in comparison to females, who
were more likely to blame IPV victims, showed increased
conydence in the support system and were also more
worried about their safety than female participants.

Participants in the older age group, who were residents or
GP, who were medical doctors and who were trained on
DV or aware of national policies showed better readiness
to manage IPV than their counterparts, although none of
the associations reached statistical signiycance.

The reliability coefycients (i.e. Cronbachis alphas) for the
six domains ranged from 0.62 to 0.77 (Table 4). Inter- factor
correlation was estimated using bivariate correlations
between the various domains which showed signiycant
correlations ranging from -0.33 to 0.912. (Table 3)
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Table 1: Demographic Data of Study Participants

Item Mumber Fercentage
Gender

Female 10z 4i.6%

Male 11& 53.4%
Age

20-25 124 S5.1%

Morethan 25 years a7 43.9%
Lniversity

FML 19 B.6%

K51 10e 42.0%

ESAL-HS 53 24%

[FAARIL 1a 7.2%

KFL 17 T.7%

AL 10 4.5%
Spedalty

Medical 187 29.1%

Dentistry 24 10.9%
Lewvel

Intern 112 53.8%

Eesident g6 43.4%
General praditioner (GP) & 2.7%

Have you participatedinany DV teaching courses during
youryears of study?
fes 13 5.9%
Mo 208 94.1%
Areyou aware about any national policy {inSaudi Arabia)
to manageDV?

Yes &l 27. 1%
Mo aa 30.8%
Mot sure 73 F3%

Covou know the national numberto call to report

suspected DY casest
Yes 29 13.1%

Mo 132 56.9%
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Table 2: Association of various factors with the six domains

Factors D1 D2 E 0l B D6

Gender Mals 273206 | 2.37%0.7%4 | 3.01205 | 3.352058 | 3.32207 | 3.02%05
Female I 76%0.67 | 2752079 | 2972052 | 3.59%053 | 36207 333+0.55

Age zroup 20-25years | 275061 | 253+073 | 2.97%2049 | 346+055 | 3.395069 | 3.22+08.57
=25 years TE+068 | 2.64%086 | 3012054 | 361%059 | 3674073 | 3142052

Desiznation GF Fesident | 2.73%0.63 | 255053 | 2982052 | 3452061 | 3452074 | 3152056
Intern 282064 | 262075 | 299205 | 3.52%053 | 34820.69 | 3.2120.54

Specizity Medicine 7 70%0.62 | 2.61%078 | 2.93+05 | 352055 | 361%0.60 | 3.2+0.54
Dentist 315+0.65 | 23208 | 3.08+061 | 3.33%20.73 | 3.17+0.85 | 3.03%0.6

Previous Yes TGEE054 | 2452085 | 3112057 | 392044 | 3854063 | 3052063

S,

tleih s Mo 7 78+0.64 | 25682079 | 2982051 | 3452057 | 344%0.71 | 318055

Aware of Yes 255+06 | 2472087 | 3.01+052 | 3.65%055 | 3.65%0.69 | 3.24+057

nationzal policy

an DV No 28520.63 | 2.6120.75 | 2952051 | 3422057 | 342071 | 3.17%0.54

|'|'|E|'|EgE|'|'|E|'|t

Aware of Yes 261%0.6 | 23508 | 292+054 | 3.6%06 358+073 | 3.36%0.75

national

number to Mo T79%0.64 | 2612078 | 32051 J46%057 | 3452071 | 3162051

repart OV

D1- Professional role, D2- Blame victim, D3- Victim safety, D4- Self efycacy, D5 T System support, D6- Provider safety

Table 3: Original Domains, Maximum and Minimum Sample Values, and Cronbach’s Alpha

Comain Mumber Minimum [ @i m L Mean Alphaoriginal Alphacumesnt
of items study studyl
(Maiuro,
20007
Frovider safety 5 3.01 3.65 3.243 0.80 052
System support 4 3.23 .70 3.371 077 077
Self-efficcy & 233 371 3.255 073 072
Victims' safety 5 191 3.18 2.552 077 071
Yictim blaming & 2.2 2.90 2.575 0.72 078
Frofessional role a2 2. 338 2770 0.73 0.75
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Table 4: Bivariate Pearson Correlations of Domestic Violence Healthcare Providers Survey Scales

Professional  Blame WVictim Self-efficacy System Provider
Fole Victim Safety support Safety

Professional Role 1

Blame Victim 0.262%* 1

WVictim Safety 0.303%* 0.2630" 1

Self-efficacy -0 158 0011 -0.028 1

System support -0.102 0.077 -0.005 0.912%* 1

Provider Safety -0.258%* -0.012 -0.330%" 0.357%* 0.209%* 1

** Correlation is signiycant at 0.01 level (2-tailed)
* Correlation is signiycant at 0.05 level (2-tailed)

Figure 1: Scores and distribution of the six domains

e
o X

1

B Professional Role W Blame Victim B Victim Safety
B Self-efficacy B System support [l Provider Safety
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Discussion

Ourstudy assessedthe health care providers preparedness
and ability to manage DV victims and we found that most
participants lacked knowledge of Saudi policies, laws, and
the national number for reporting suspected DV. About
94% did not undergo any previous teaching or training on
handling DV victims. These yndings repect that the health
care professionals lacked sufycient knowledge and training
on managing DV victims. The health care providers who
lacked any kind of previous training or who were unaware
of the national policies and helpline numbers for domestic
violence victims showed more fear of offending DV
patients, blamed the victims more and perceived lack of
access to support system and referral. This was evident
from the mean scores attained on the various domains of
the scale though no statistical signiycance was attained
due to the smaller number of participants who had
received training or had awareness on the policies. Most
DV victims repeatedly suffer injures and visit health care
centers when acutely injured to seek medical advice from
physicians or dentists for unusual trauma, behavior, or
mental issues, so it is crucial that health care providers be
knowledgeable and trained in identifying such victims and
advising on appropriate management.

A recently published study in the USA, has also showed
that health care providers were not well equipped and they
needed better training to work with victims of domestic
violence [10]. Studies have also shown that educational
programs and training for health care providers leads to
signiycant improvement in their readiness to identify and
manage domestic violence cases [11,12].

Further analysis on factors was done on gender and
its correlation to the scales which showed males were
more likely than females to blame the victims, males had
higher perceived self-efycacy and appeared to be more
concerned about their safety as health care providers
than females. However, in our study the difference was
not statistically signiycant. Previous studies have shown
similar yndings that males are signiycantly more likely to
blame victims for provoking their partners to inpict DV on
them [13]. A study done in Turkey on medical students
also reported that male students have higher perceived
self- efycacy with academic performance [14]. This might
also repect the male-predominant culture in Saudi Arabia,
which also explains the high self-efycacy scores from
Imam bin Mohamad bin Saud University who has only
males graduates from their college. Moreover, females
are more sympathetic toward victims because they are
usually the same gender as the victim, which could also
explain why graduates of all-female PNU were the least
likely to blame victims. This was also supported by a
study done in Sweden which showed female health care
providers are more likely to screen patients for domestic
violence [15].

Though we did not achieve statistical signiycance in our
study our scores showed that males appeared to be more
concerned about their safety as health care providers
than females, which completely differed from previous
research results, which stated the opposite [16].

This study also showed that healthcare providers in the
age group of 20725 portrayed low self-efycacy, more
fear for their safety and perceived less support from the
system than healthcare providers who were more than
25 years old, but again we did not achieve any statistical
signiycance. This could be due to the fact that most of
the health care providers in this 20-25 years age group
were interns and lacked experience as they were new
graduates and haven't

As for the relationship between the various domains and
level of education, interns perceived themselves to be
more self-efycient yet scored high in victim blaming and
feared more about their safety which is attributable to
their lack of knowledge, experience and understanding of
intimate partner violence. General practitioners/Residents
also showed less readiness to manage DV victims possibly
because the GPs who participated in our research were
not working full-time in the clinical yeld and therefore had
less exposure to DV victims and, thus, lacked experience
and knowledge in dealing with the victim.

As for the relationship between domain and specialty,
dentistry graduates showed low self-efycacy and high
levels of fear of offending the patients, attributable to
their fear that patients would be embarrassed to visit
their practice again. The difference was not statistically
signiycant which might be because we had a smaller
number of participants from the dental background.
Similar reports were seen from another study that showed
dental students feared they might acquire a negative
reputation from asking about IPV and that can have a
negative impact on their practice; also about 30% did not
have the conydence to refer battered victims to social
administration ofyces [8].

Bivariate correlations were analyzed to understand the
distinctiveness between the domains. These correlations
though statistically signiycant were low except for self-
efycacy and system support which showed statistically
signiycant high correlation. Some of the domains showed
negative correlation indicated that though the various
domains are related to each other they represent and
analyze distinctive aspects of provider readiness to
screen for domestic violence. Similar correlations were
established in another study done among health care
providers in Nigeria. [17].

Some of the limitations of this study are the data collected
in this study is self-reported data therefore liable for
information bias. This was a cross-sectional survey so the
results do not allow for causality interpretation. Participants
were limited to government institutions and this selection
bias could affect the generalizability of the results.
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Conclusion

The medical and dental graduates lack knowledge of Saudi
policies or regulations on response to domestic violence
and are not well equipped to work with patients who are
victims of domestic violence. Lack of teaching and training
sessions on managing domestic violence during the
undergraduate years shows that health care professionals
are evidently underprepared and calls for an urgent need
to introduce an interprofessional education curriculum that
trains health care professionals of all concerned specialties
at undergraduate level on managing domestic violence.
Encouraging training courses for practicing healthcare
providers would help build more proycient and capable
health care providers to handle such sensitive problems
in society.
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Abstract

Objectives: Diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA) is a life-
threatening metabolic disorder in which complica-
tions can be avoidable. The purpose of this study
is to describe the knowledge of the Saudi caregiv-
ers for diabetic children about Juvenile Diabetes
Mellitus, its signs and symptoms and prevention
and its complications in children under their care.

Setting and Participants: A cross-sectional, question-
naire-based study design was conducted in Riyadh
city in Saudi Arabia. A sample size of at least 412
was required. The total number of respondents that
were included in the analysis was 414. The method
of collection of data was done by data collectors.

Results: 399 caregivers participated in this study,
most of whom were Saudi (376; 94.2%), and gained
a university degree (300; 75.2%). The most com-
monly cited symptom of DM in children was raised
blood sugar (225; 56.4%), while the most cited com-
mon cause was malnutrition (223; 55.9%), and the
most commonly cited manifestation of diabetes was
frequent urination (354; 88.7%).

Conclusion: This study showed that most type-1
diabetic caregivers had knowledge and awareness
regarding DKA in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. However,
some gaps exist. Further studies would assess
more factors to enhance the level of knowledge and
awareness, and increase the effectiveness toward
the right action and response regarding DKA.

Keywords: Diabetes Mellitus, DKA, Children,
Caregivers, Emergency, Saudi Arabia
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Introduction

The prevalence of type 1 diabetes mellitus (T1DM) in Saudi
Arabia is among the highest globally (1). In 2000, diabetes
affected an estimated 171 million people worldwide; by
2011 this had increased to more than 366 million and
numbers are expected to exceed 552 million by 2030 (1).
One of the major and life-threatening complications of
T1DM is diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA) as it may potentially
lead to signiycantly higher rates of morbidity and mortality,
along with impacting families and increasing the burden
on healthcare systems (2, 3). Diabetic ketoacidosis
(DKA) is an acute, serious, life-threatening complication
of hyperglycemia, ketoacidosis, and ketonuria. It occurs
when absolute or relative insulin deyciency prevents the
ability of glucose to enter cells for using it as a metabolic
fuel. As a result, the liver rapidly breaks down fat into
ketones for use as a fuel source. The overproduction of
ketones occurs, causing them to build up in the blood
and urine and causing the blood to be acidic. DKA occurs
primarily in type 1 diabetes patients, although it is not
unusual in some type 2 diabetes patients. The insidious
rise in polydipsia and polyuria are the most prominent
early symptoms of DKA, beside which, other symptoms
such as Malaise, generalized weakness, fatigue, nausea
and vomiting, diffuse abdominal pain and decreased
appetite are also seen (2—7).

Patients and their families have been the object of self-
treatment and the administrators of their care. The health
care team are the guides who set the stage and increase
efforts, when targets are not reached. Rather than being
the only diabetes health care team to initiate treatment,
patients and parents are encouraged to evaluate their data,
recognize patterns, resolve diet and activity issues, and to
do so based on real blood glucose results (8,9). Effective
integration of patient-centered strategies, such as shared-
decision making, motivational interviewing techniques,
shared medical appointments, and multidisciplinary team
collaboration, into a dynamic model of diabetes care
delivery holds promise in reaching glycemic targets and
improving patients’ quality of life.

Mothers with more knowledge about diabetes and better
education maintained better glycemic control of their
children, irrespective of their socio-economic status, and
to enhance glycemic control and minimize acute and
chronic complications of diabetes in children, knowledge
and education of mothers is important (10,11).

The most common emergency case in a patient
diagnosed with diabetes mellitus is Diabetic ketoacidosis
(DKA). Surprisingly, it is more often we see these patients
suffering from DKA type 1 diabetes. However, type 2
diabetes patients are never spared from the susceptibility
of suffering from this unfortunate emergency. Otherwise,
it was noticeable that type 2 DM patients with DKA were
underthe effect of certain situations such as post-operative,
trauma, accident, or infectious diseases (7,12,13).

DKA is reported to be responsible for more than 100,000
hospital admissions per year in the US and accounts
for 4% - 9% of all hospital discharge summaries among
patients with diabetes. Alhowaish (2013) has estimated
more than 500% acceleration in the expenses incurred
for healthcare and treatment of diabetes since 2000 and
costed the healthcare budget of Saudi Arabia roughly
as 25 billion used exclusively for the management of
diabetes.

Diabetic ketoacidosis diagnosis is based on the patient’s
plasma glucose concentration of 250 mg per dL or more
and the bicarbonate level less than 18 mEq per L, and the
pH level of 7.30 or less. The main course of treatment for
DKA is intravenous insulin and puid replacement therapy,
and obviously with precise checkup and monitoring of the
potassium levels. To reach the full level of treatment, it is
required to educate patients to prevent the recurrence of
such a case (14,15).

For example, a study by Alwan et al. (2017) that studied
the awareness about diabetes mellitus among attendees
of primary health care centers, in Makkah, Saudi Arabia
reported that the main sources of information about
diabetes were mass media (57.4%), health sector (29.9%)
and educational sector (10.6%) and concluded there
was a satisfactory level of knowledge about risk factors,
symptoms, and risks of diabetes but not awareness of the
diabetes associated secondary complications(16—18).

Moreover, illiteracy and low socioeconomic status were
signiycantly associated with poor knowledge and practice
of diabetic foot care (19,20), and that the level of education
is the most signiycant predictor of knowledge regarding risk
factors, complications and the prevention of diabetes (21).

This study aims to describe the knowledge of the Saudi
caregivers of diabetic children about Diabetes Mellitus in
children, its signs and symptoms and prevention and its
complications in children under their care in Riyadh city.

Study design and subjects. This study used a descriptive
cross-sectional questionnaire-based design and was
conducted in Riyadh city in Saudi Arabia, from August
through to November 2020. 399 parents or caregivers of
diabetic paediatric patients responded to the questionnaire.
The inclusion criteria included being a caregiver for a
diabetic child who resided in Saudi Arabia during the
study period. As part of the online questionnaire, all the
participants received an explanation of the study purpose
and were requested to provide informed consent before
ylling out the online questionnaire. The participants were
encouraged to complete the questionnaire voluntarily within
the time interval of the study and at their convenience.
Moreover, the participants were given the chance to seek
the help of a person of their choice to help them yll out the
form if they were unable to read or answer the form.
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Sample Size. According to the Saudi Arabia General
Authority for Statistics, there were 2,470,683 Saudi
children aged 0 19 years living in Riyadh in 2020. Based
on an acceptable error margin equivalent to 5% with a
conydence interval of 95%, a sample size of at least 412
was required. The dataset included 431 participants. We
excluded participants who were taking care of diabetic
patients aged above 16, and if they refused, or did not
know the responses to any of the variables of interest, or
missing responses. The ynal sample size after exclusion
was 399.

Data Collection Tool. The questionnaire was adapted
with the permission of Othman et al. and translated into
Arabic (22). The used self-administered questionnaire
included 30 items on related knowledge and awareness of
caregivers about DKA among their type 1 diabetic children
and their action and responses. The questionnaire was
presented in two major sections: 14 questions on general
demographic characteristics, and 16 questions on DKA
knowledge, attitudes, actions and responses.

Data Analysis. The data were collected from an online
platform, tabulated by using Microsoft Excel 2016
and analysed using SPSS software version 26. The
categorical variables were presented as percentages and
frequencies. Both logistic regression tests and univariate
chi-square analysis were conducted to determine the
associations between the knowledge and attitude and
the participants’ general characteristics, as well as their
attitude and response to the accepted level of knowledge,
to obtain odds ratios for adjusted and unadjusted models.
A P-value of <0.05 was considered statistically signiycant.
The Medical College Institutional Review Board, Al-Imam
Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia approved this study protocol.
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Demographic features

Table 1 summarizes the demographic features of the participants, which show that most of the participants are 20-29-
year-old (239; 60%), Saudi (376; 94.2%), and from the central and western regions of Saudi Arabia (130; 32.6%, and
171; 42.9%, respectively). Also most of them are university educated (300; 75.2%) and have a monthly income more
than 5,000 Saudi riyals (298; 74.7%).

Table 1. Demographic features categorized by the sex of the respondents (N = 399).

Demographic feature Female Male Total
Age group in years
lessthan20 years 24 B.0% 12 3.0% 35 9.0%
20-29 150 37.6% =29 22.3% 239 59.9%
30-39 42 10.5% 4 1.0% 4 11.5%
40-49 42 10.5% 5 1.3% 47 11 8%
S0 armore 23 5.8% a 2.0% 31 7.8%
Total 281 T0.4% 118 29.6% 399 100,05
MNationality
Mon-5zudi 17 4. 3% & 1.5% 23 5. 8%
Saudi 264 G, 2% 112 28.1% 376 a4 2%
Region of Residence
Central i 22.6% 40 10.0% 130 32.6%
Eastarn 36 9.0% 11 2.8% 47 11.8%
Morthern 2 2.0% 0 0.0% 3 2.0%
Southern 30 7.5% 1= 3.3% 43 10.8%
Western 117 29.3% 54 135% 171 42 9%
Educational level
Prirmary 1 0.3% 0 0.0% 1 0.3%
Intermedizte & 15% 3 0.8% 9 2.3%
Secondary 42 12.0% 1& 4.0% &d 165.0%
Liniversity 212 53.1% =28 221% 300 75.2%
Masteror PhD 14 3.5% 11 2.8% 25 3%
Monthly Income
lessthanS000 Rivals [ 155% 21 5.3% a3 20.8%
S000-10000 Rivals B2 20.6% 28 7.0% 110 27 6%
Mare than L0000 Riyals 125 31.3% o3 15.8% 158 47.1%
Prefernotto sy 12 3.0% & 1.5% 1= 4.5%
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Knowledge about Diabetes Mellitus in children

More than half of the participants described DM in children as raised blood sugar level (225; 56.4%); 89 (22.3%) of them
described it as a genetic disease, while 44 (11%) did not know what it was. When speciycally asked about its causes,
most of the participants referred to genetic factors and malnutrition (335; 84% and 223; 55.9%, respectively), while
almost one-third referred to psychological factors affecting children as a possible cause (125; 31.3%).

As for the symptoms of DM in children, the most listed causes were frequent urination and excessive or frequent thirst

(354; 88.7% and 311; 77.9%, respectively)

Table 2. Knowledge of caregivers about the deynition and causes of DM in children (N-399)

Item of knowledge about DM in children Freq. %
What is juvenile DM?
Dizeasethat affects obese children 35 2.8%
Don't know 44 11.0%
Genetic dizease that affects children =29 22.3%
Meuro-psychological disease that affects children under 10 & 1.5%
Faisedblood sugarin children 225 GE.4%
Causes of diabetes mellitus in children Fraq. %
Geneticfadors 335 24%
Hepatitis 35 2.8%
Ilalnutrition 223 55.9%
Obesity Z 5. 3%
Otherreasons 337 24.6%
FPaychol ogicl factors affecting children 125 31.3%
Symptoms of diabetes mellitus in children Freq. %
Freguent urination 354 a8.7
Excessive/Frequent thirst 311 779
Weight loss 132 47.4
ODrynessand swesing 17 446
Loss of appetite 115 289
Sleeplessness 71 17.9

Discussion

This research was conducted to assess caregivers’
knowledge about type-1 diabetic children living in Riyadh
Region. Most of the participants were in the age range
of 30 - 49 years old (244; 59%), which is consistent with
the overall age distribution of the Saudi population, of
whom those in the same age group represent 37% of the
population as per the latest census in 2016 (23,24). Also,
most of the caregivers were non-diabetic (323; 78.0%),
which seems to be consistent with the WHO's estimate of
the prevalence of DM in KSA at 14.4% (1). However, there
are recent studies that suggest a much higher prevalence
of DM in the Saudi population at more than 30% (25-28).
Half of the participants (207; 50.0%) were university
graduates and employed, which is consistent with the
national ygures that estimate those who are currently
studying at universities at more than two million and those
employed at more than 3 million (24,29,30).

The diabetic status of the participants was highest among
participants who are less than 20 years or more (25;
6.0%), which can be explained by the focus of the study,
i.e. pediatric diabetes. DM was also highest among the
unemployed (57; 13.8%), which may be seen as both

a cause and a result. For example, Weinstein (2004),
Naeem (2015), and Dagenais (2016) suggested that
unemployment can be a result of DM due to disability
and early mortality by disease (31-33), while others have
suggested that it may contribute to the development of
DM as a result of diminished healthy choices, lack of
movement, and reduction in income(33-35).

Most of the participants were unemployed and non-
diabetic (154; 37.2%), which could be attributed to the
caregivers being mostly women (mothers) who were not
working. Moreover, given that the focus of the study is
type 1, which is not hereditary, it is unlikely to ynd as many
diabetic mothers.

Interestingly, all of the non-diabetics were educated 323
(10%) (P-value = 0.000). This ynding is unlike Seiglie
et al. (2020) who found that compared with no formal
education; greater educational attainment was associated
with an increased risk of diabetes across the 29 countries
they included, after adjusting for BMI (36).

Regarding the awareness and knowledge of the caregivers
regarding the symptoms, signs and complications of
DKA, this study seems to repect better results compared
to previous studies, like that by Farran et al. (2020)
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who found that 38.67% of our participants have a poor
awareness regarding DKA complications (37). However,
the percentages of those who reported DKA could lead
to coma (285; 68.8%) are comparable to the 59.3% they
found in the same study.

Although 46% know about DKA and 78.7% know that it
is a life-threatening case for the child, yet it was still an
alarming ygure since 35% did not know about it. Moreover,
7.5% think it a simple case, and that requires diabetes self-
management education at national levels in Saudi Arabia.
Also, 66% agreed that a sign of DKA is vomiting but less
apparent symptoms were less known; 28% and 34%
suggested colic pain and disturbance of consciousness,
respectively, which is worrying because they may indicate
an emergency indication of DKA.

Caregivers’ knowledge about how to prevent DKA was
surprising since it was generally satisfactory at 88.9%
yet those who thought they should wait and continue to
monitor the blood glucose level was about 88.4%. This
requires diabetes educators to educate pediatric patients
and the caregivers about “sick day management”. Similar
conclusions were reached by other authors who studied
diabetes in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere (36,38-40).

The patients with DKA are prone to dehydration since
hyperglycemia, fever, excessive glycosuria and ketonuria
increase puid losses which must be replaced immediately
(puids should also contain water with salt if there are
ongoing losses of puids such as vomiting or diarrhea.
Additionally, in the presence of loss of appetite or
decreased blood glucose below approximately 10 mmol/
L (180 mg/dL), sugar-containing puids should also be
considered to avoid starvation ketosis.

Diabetes Educators must inform caregivers that during the
illness never stop insulin, and must do Self-monitoring of
blood glucose and increase the dose if needed and if they
do not improve and ketones become signiycantly positive,
and then they must go to the emergency to prevent further
complications of DKA. We notice that a range of 61% to
68% of the responded know the complications of DKA
could be coma, swelling/edema and severe dehydration.

Limitations

As would be expected with this kind of study, there are
a few limitations. Although Riyadh is the capital city and
the most populous region (about one third of the Saudi
population from various regions live there); conducting
this study in a single region is a limitation. There could
be more geographical variation. Having the questionnaire
online is another limitation, where some older caregivers
may not be able to yll it n.. Finally, there was insufycient
testing of validity and reliability of the study, which may
have increased the power and reliability of our yndings.

Conclusions

Most caregivers in this study show knowledge and
awareness regarding the signs and symptoms of DKA,
however, they need further education since most of them
have lack of knowledge of sick day management and how
critical it is.

The main factors related to this positive repection of
knowledge and awareness were the level of education
of the caregivers. These study yndings suggest that
it might be beneycial to educate caregivers of type-1
diabetic patients and the patients themselves about DKA
self-management, using insulin, and monitoring of blood
glucose to prevent complications. This study has potential
limitations. Our study is a cross-sectional study. Therefore,
difyculty in recalling is a possibility that could affect the
validity of the results. Furthermore, we cannot generalize
our result to the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as this study is
concerned with the Riyadh region only.

Acknowledgement

The authors extend their appreciation to the Deanship of
Scientiyc Research at Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University for funding this work through Research Group
no. RG-21-11-01 .

References

1. International Diabetes Federation. IDF Diabetes
Atlas,2017. International Diabetes Federation. IDF
Diabetes Atlas, 8th edn. Brussels, Belgium: International
Diabetes Federation, 2017. http://www.diabetesatlas.org.
International Diabetes Federation; 2017. 1-150 p.

2. Hamdy O. Diabetic Ketoacidosis (DKA): Practice
Essentials, Background, Pathophysiology [Internet]. 2021
[cited 2021 Feb 20]. Available from: https://emedicine.
medscape.com/article/118361-overview

3. Brink SJ, Miller M, Moltz KC. Education and
multidisciplinary team care concepts for pediatric and
adolescent diabetes mellitus. Journal of Pediatric
Endocrinology and Metabolism. 2002;15(8):1113-30.

4. Fisher JN, Kitabchi AE. A randomized study of

phosphate therapy in the treatment of diabetic
ketoacidosis. Journal of Clinical Endocrinology
and Metabolism. 1983;57(1):177-80.

5. Khoo CM. Diabetes Mellitus Treatment. In: International
Encyclopedia of Public Health. Elsevier Inc.; 2016. p.
288-93.

6. Effect of intensive diabetes treatment on the
development and progression of long-term complications
in adolescents with insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus:
Diabetes Control and Complications Trial. The Journal of
Pediatrics. 1994;125(2):177-88.

7. Umpierrez GE, Jones S, Smiley D, Mulligan P, Keyler
T, Temponi A, et al. Insulin analogs versus human insulin
in the treatment of patients with diabetic ketoacidosis:
A randomized controlled trial. Diabetes Care. 2009
Jul;32(7):1164-9.

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022



POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

8. Ergun-Longmire B, Clemente E, Vining-Maravolo P,
Roberts C, Buth K, Greydanus DE. Diabetes education
in pediatrics: How to survive diabetes. Disease-a-Month.
2021 Feb 2;101153.

9. Funnell MM, Brown TL, Childs BP, Haas LB, Hosey
GM, Jensen B, et al. National standards for diabetes self-
management education. Vol. 32, Diabetes Care. 2009. p.
S87-94.

10. Tawyque A, Aboelmagd A, SYLWAN NM, 2021
undeyned. Mothersi Knowledge and Reported Practices
about Corona Virus Disease-19 (COVID-19) among
their Children with Diabetes Mellitus. researchgate.
net [Internet]. [cited 2022 May 16]; Available from:
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Asmaa-Tawfik-
7/publication/353803118_Mothers’_Knowledge_and_
Reported_Practices_about_Corona_Virus_Disease_-
19 COVID-19_among_their_Children_with_Diabetes_
Mellitus/links/61127b9d0c2bfa282a342c49/Mothers-
Knowledge-and-Reported-Practices-about-Corona-
Virus-Disease-19-COVID-19-among-their-Children-with-
Diabetes-Mellitus.pdf

11. Megeid FYA, El-Sayed MMA. Health education
intervention improves knowledge, attitude and practices
of mothers of insulin dependent diabetes mellitus. World
Applied Sciences Journal. 2012;

12. Kitabchi AE, Umpierrez GE, Miles JM, Fisher JN.
Hyperglycemic crises in adult patients with diabetes.
Diabetes Care. 2009 Jul;32(7):1335-43.

13. Alhowaish A. Economic costs of diabetes in Saudi
Arabia. Journal of Family and Community Medicine.
2013;20(1):1.

14. Moini J. Diabetic Ketoacidosis. In: Epidemiology of
Diabetes [Internet]. Elsevier; 2019 [cited 2021 Feb 20]. p.
147-51. Available from: https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/
retrieve/pii/B9780128168646000092

15. Rawla P et al.AVE, 2017 undeyned. Euglycemic
diabetic ketoacidosis: a diagnostic and therapeutic
dilemma. edm.bioscientiyca.com [Internet]. [cited 2021
Feb 20]; Available from: https://edm.bioscientiyca.com/
view/journals/edm/2017/1/EDM17-0081.xml

16. Al-Shehri AM, Al-Alwan I. Accreditation and culture
of quality in medical schools in Saudi Arabia. Med Teach
[Internet]. 2013;35 Suppl 1(supl):S8-14. Available from:
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23581902

17. Trachtenbarg DE. Diabetic ketoacidosis. American
Family Physician. 2005 May 1;71(9):1705-14.

18. Kaabba A al, Alzuair B, et al.YAQOJ of, 2021 undeyned.
Knowledge and Awareness of Caregivers about Diabetic
Ketoacidosis among Type-1 Diabetic Children and Their
Action and Response in Riyadh City. scirp.org [Internet].
[cited 2022 May 16]; Available from: https://www.scirp.org/
journal/paperinformation.aspx?paperid=109097

19. Boulton AJM, Kirsner RS, Vileikyte L. Neuropathic
diabetic foot ulcers. Vol. 351, New England Journal of
Medicine. 2004. p. 48-55+109.

20. Dorresteijn JAN, Valk GD. Patient education for
preventing diabetic foot ulceration. Vol. 28, Diabetes/
Metabolism Research and Reviews. 2012. p. 101-6.

21. Kaabba AF al, Alzuair BS, AlHarbi YF, Alshehri
JA, Allowaihiq LH, Alrashid MH, et al. Knowledge and
Awareness of Caregivers about Diabetic Ketoacidosis

among Type-1 Diabetic Children and Their Action and
Response in Riyadh City. Open Journal of Endocrine and
Metabolic Diseases [Internet]. 2021 May 17 [cited 2022
Jun 13];11(5):119-28. Available from: http://www.scirp.org/
journal/Paperinformation.aspx?PaperlD=109097

22. Othman A, Ahmad M, al Qahtani A, Mahmood K,
Aziz A, Asiri SM, et al. about Diabetic Ketoacidosis
among Type-1 Diabetic Children and Their Action and
Response in Emergency Conditions in Aseer Region
of Saudi Arabia. scholar.archive.org [Internet]. [cited
2022 May 16]; Available from: https://scholar.archive.
org/work/onc27vrumrbu3n3ypwspt2542u/access/
wayback/https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/5359/
6b72ff6b3c8f32911753b687b7e88e56877b.pdf

23. Saudi Ministry of Health. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
ANNUAL STATISTICAL BOOK [Internet]. Riyadh, Sau;
2017 [cited 2019 Oct 28]. Available from: www.moh.gov.sa
24. Ministry of Health D of FM. The annual statistical
book of the work of the Sharia Medical Panels in Saudi
Arabia. 2015. 2015.

25. Al-Rubeaan K, Al-Manaa HA, Khoja TA, Ahmad NA, Al-
Shargawi AH, Siddiqui K, et al. Epidemiology of abnormal
glucose metabolismin a country facing its epidemic: SAUDI-
DM study. Journal of Diabetes. 2015 Sep 1;7(5):622-32.
26. Salman H, Abanamy A, medicine BGD, 1991 undeyned.
Childhood diabetes in Saudi Arabia. Wiley Online Library
[Internet]. [cited 2022 Jun 16]; Available from: https://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1464-5491.1991.
tb01567.x?casa_token=YNFAKkoL5 QgAAAAA:
KBTUWoiXPW6idezstXuNavgmSp-5n3TJIx2VVrsy7t_
PWahSyPBSKEGN1NyrPvbVgYcpOOLumx2BDFg

27. Al-Nozha M, Al-Maatouq M, Al-Mazrou Y. Diabetes
mellitus in Saudi Arabia. 2004 [cited 2021 Feb 8]; Available
from: http://repository.nu.edu.sa/handle/123456789/2272
28. Sciences ZNI journal of health, 2015 undeyned.
Burden of diabetes mellitus in Saudi Arabia. nchi.nlm.nih.
gov [Internet]. [cited 2022 Jun 16]; Available from: https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4633187/

29. Alrukban MO, Albadr BO, Almansour M, Sami W, Alshuil
M, Aldebaib A, et al. Preferences and attitudes of the Saudi
population toward receiving medical bad news: A primary
study from Riyadh city. Journal of Family & Community
Medicine [Internet]. 2014 [cited 2021 Sep 22];21(2):85.
Available from: /pmc/articles/PMC4073565/

30. al Mansour MA. The prevalence and risk factors of
type 2 diabetes mellitus (DMT2) in a semi-urban Saudi
population. International Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health. 2020 Jan 1;17(1).

31. Weinstein AR, Sesso HD, Lee IM, Cook NR, Manson
JAE, Buring JE, et al. Relationship of physical activity vs
body mass index with type 2 diabetes in women. J Am Med
Assoc. 2004 Sep 8;292(10):1188-94.

32. Atypical Presentation of Shaken Baby Syndrome (
Case Report ). Dr / Hanan Said - Dr / Hesham Fathy- Dr /
Khalid Danish-Dr / Gihad Mohamed and Dr / Naeem Mirza
King Khaled Military City Hospital King Fahad Military
Medical Complex . December 2019. 2019;1-7.

33. Chow CK, Teo KK, Rangarajan S, Islam S, Gupta R,
Avezum A, et al. Prevalence, awareness, treatment, and
control of hypertension in rural and urban communities
in high-, middle-, and low-income countries. JAMA -

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022

57



POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

- Journal of the American Medical Association. 2013 Sep
4;310(9):959-68.

34. Naeem Z. Burden of Diabetes Mellitus in Saudi
Arabia. International Journal of Health Sciences. 2015
Sep;9(3):V-VI.

35. Weinstein AR, Sesso HD, Lee IM, Cook NR,
Manson JAE, Buring JE, et al. Relationship of physical
activity vs body mass index with type 2 diabetes in women.
J Am Med Assoc. 2004 Sep 8;292(10):1188-94.

36. Seiglie JA, Marcus ME, Ebert C, Prodromidis N,
Geldsetzer P, Theilmann M, et al. Diabetes prevalence
and its relationship with education, wealth, and BMI in 29
low- And middle-income countries. Diabetes Care. 2020
Apr 1;43(4):767-75.

37. Farran RBA, et al BEJ of F, 2020 undeyned. Level
of awareness of diabetic ketoacidosis among diabetes
mellitus patients in Riyadh. ncbi.nlm.nih.gov [Internet].
[cited 2022 May 16]; Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmc7491756/

38. Deye, N., Vincent, F., Michel, P., Ehrmann, S., Da
Silva, D., Piagnerelli, M., Laterre, P.-F. (2016). Changes
in cardiac arrest patients’ temperature management
after the 2013 trial: Results from an international survey.
Annals of Intensive 6(1). http://doi.org/10.1186/s13613-
015-0104-6,

39.Al-Hussaini, M., &Mustafa, S. (2016).AdolescentsOiTM
knowledge and awareness of diabetes mellitus in Kuwait.
Alexandria Journal of Medicine, 52(1) 61-66. http://doi.
0rg/10.1016/j.ajme.2015.04.001,

40. Pollach, G., Brunkhorst, F., Mipando, M., Namboya,
F., Mndolo, S., & Luiz, T. (2016). The yrst digit lawf
A hypothesis on its possible impact on medicine and
development aid. Medical Hypotheses, 97 102-106.
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.mehy.2016.10.021,

41. Asiedu, K., Kyei, S., Ayobi, B., Agyemang, F. O., &
Ablordeppey, R. K. (2016). Survey of eye practitioners
preference of diagnostic tests and treatment modalities
for dry eye in Ghana. Contact Lens Anterior Eye, 39(6)
411-415. http://doi.org/10.1016/j.clae.2016.08.001,

42. Barakat, K. H., Gajewski, M. M., & Tuszynski, J.
A. (2012). DNA polymerase beta (pol b) inhibitors: A
comprehensive overview. Drug Discovery Today, 17(15—
16) 913-920. http://doi.org/10.1016/j.drudis.2012.04.008,
43. Mocan, O., & Dumitrakcu, D. L. (2016). The broad
spectrum of celiac disease and gluten sensitive
enteropathy. Clujul Medical, 89(3) 335-342. http://doi.
0rg/10.15386/cjmed-698, et al.

44. Development of limited sampling strategy for
mycophenolic acid: Inpuence of post-transplant period
and second peak. Therapeutic Drug Monitoring. 2013;
45. Boden S, Lloyd CE, Gosden C, Macdougall
C, Brown N, Matyka K. The concerns of school staff in
caring for children with diabetes in primary school. Wiley
Online Library [Internet]. 2012 Sep [cited 2022 Jun
13];13(6):6—13. Available from: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.
com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1399-5448.2011.00780.x?casa_
token=UJar2XvnITEAAAAA:wmMJI53WSuLsVTONmplwd-

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022
58



POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

Assessing the Use of Contraceptive Methods for Family
Planning among Married Women of Rawalpindi [urban]

Saira Lateef (1), Nimrah Komal (2), Mamoona Ghaffar (3), Kiran Zulyqgar (4)
Shahid Minhas (5), Hassan Mumtaz (6), Muhammad Zakria (7), Muhammad Salman (8),
Saad Yousaf Sulaimani (9), Shaheer Elahi Khan (10)

(1) Consultant Gynaecologist, Public Health Scholar: Health Services Academy, Islamabad,

Pakistan

(2) Gynae Resident PIMS, Public Health Scholar: Health Services Academy, Islamabad,

Pakistan

(3) Programme Policy Ofycer Nutrition -WFP, Public Health Scholar: Health Services Academy

(4) Coordinator Diploma and Short Courses, Public Health Scholar: Health Services Academy

(5) Development Sector Trainer SDPI, Public Health Scholar: Health Services Academy,

Islamabad, Pakistan

(6) Clinical Research Associate Maroof International Hospital, Public Health Scholar: Health

Services Academy

(7) Development Professional, Public Health Scholar: Health Services Academy
(8) Senior Medical Ofycer, Punjab Employees Social Security Hospital Rawalpindi.
(9) M&E Specialist Enhsaas Programme, Development Professional, Public Health Scholar:

Health Services Academy

(10) Associate professor of Anthropology, Health Services Academy

Corresponding author:
Dr. Hassan Mumtaz

Public Health Scholar: Health Services Academy

Email: Hassanmumtaz.dr@gmail.com

Received: May 2022 Accepted: June 2022; Published: July 1, 2022.
Citation: Saira Lateef et al. Assessing the Use of Contraceptive Methods for Family Planning among Married Women of
Rawalpindi [urban]. World Family Medicine. 2022; 20(7): 59-65. DOI: 10.5742/MEWFM.2022.9525098

Abstract

Qualitative data from a survey of married women liv-
ing in urban areas of Rawalpindi are presented here
in an effort to better understand their views on con-
traceptive techniques and the factors that impact
their use.

A purposeful selection strategy was used to choose
participants, and only married women of childbear-
ing age were eligible to participate. In total, 12 focus
groups were held in the urban region of Rawalpindi.
Some modern contraceptive methods were known
to the majority, but overall use was extremely low.
The prevalence of any form of contraception, includ-
ing IUDs, was especially low. Modern contraception
is not widely used because of concerns about side
effects, religious apprehensions about harming the
unborn child, a lack of information, or a lack of ac-
cess to high-quality treatment according to the ynd-
ings. The number of young women in the Pakistan
who utilize contraception is inpuenced by social,

demographic, and economic factors. Young
women’s access to contraception may be restricted
unless these yndings are included into public health
programs. Access to family planning information and
services for young women is highly recommended.

Key words: Contraceptive Methods,
Family planning, Urban areas, Rawalpindi
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Introduction

Population growth, particularly in emerging countries, has
raised a red pag around the globe. They have met their
goal of restricting development in industrialized countries,
and some have even seen negative growth. Due to the
rapid expansion in developing countries, this effort is
hampered. India is currently the second most populous
country in the world, behind China, and is expected to
overtake China by 2050 at its current development pace.
In Pakistan, population increase is a major problem. The
demographic needs of Pakistan are clearly out of balance
right now [1]. With a population of over 184 million,
Pakistan is the sixth most populous country in the world
but has a big problem with poverty: 61% of its population
lives below the poverty line [2]. In rural areas, where 65
percent of the country’s population lives, about 45 percent
of the population has limited access to public and private
health care services [3]. Maternal and child health are two
of the country’s most critical development indicators [4].
In Pakistan, an estimated 28,000 women die each year
from pregnancy-related problems that may have been
prevented [3]. According to the World Health Organization
in 2008, Pakistan was one of six nations responsible for
more than half of all maternal fatalities worldwide [4].

A mother’s and her baby's health are inextricably
intertwined. As much as a third of newborns in Pakistan die
as a result of maternal infections and other complications
associated with pregnancy and delivery [5]. The health of
Pakistani women is frighteningly low, which has a negative
impact on the mortality and morbidity rates of both mothers
and children. Pakistani women'’s lifetime risk of maternal
death is estimated to be one in 93 based on current
studies [6]. Half of all pregnancies in Pakistan occur with
a competent health provider present, and women in rural
areas or with lower levels of education are less likely to
seek out skilled delivery care [3]. Both maternal mortality
and the rural-urban disparity are signiycant in Pakistan,
but the rural-urban disparity is even more pronounced.
Pakistan’s antenatal care coverage is far from optimal,
with 27 percent of pregnant women receiving no care and
40 percent receiving no postnatal care after birth [3].

Newborn health and survival should also be a top target
for improvement. Since the yrst PDHS was conducted in
the mid-1980s, the newborn mortality rate in Pakistan has
remained nearly stable. Regional differences were also
brought to light in this manner [7]. If you take Punjab and
Sindh, the 10-year NMR is substantially higher (58 per
1,000) than NWFP and Baluchistan (53 per 1,000). (41
and 30 per 1,000, resp.). 2.34% of all fatalities are due to
pregnancy-related causes, according to a 2019 analysis
from the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation. Not
utilizing contraceptives for family planning is a major
contributor [8].

At17.4%, Pakistan’s Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (CPR)
is lower than the world average in urban regions, and it is
signiycantly lower in rural and slum areas, contributing to
both rapid population growth and poor health outcomes.

Youthinthe study area are not using contraceptive methods
because of myths and misconceptions, side effects, lack
of proper knowledge about different contraceptives, unmet
needs for contraceptives, socio-cultural and religious
factors, and family planning service providers’ own biases
against or for use of contraceptive methods among the
youth in the study area. However, it was believed that
increased use of family planning techniques among the
young people in the research area was linked to better
education of youth and family planning service providers
regarding counselling and contraceptive method use [9].

The purpose of the study was to assess the views of
married women in urban areas of Rawalpindi on the
usage of various contraceptive methods and to discover
the factors that inpuence their use.

Theoretical framework

1. Methodological Orientation and Theory
The methodological orientation of this study is based on
Grounded Theory.

Participant selection

2. Sampling

This study employed a purposive sample design by
focussing on married women of reproductive age. FPC
were selected at random from the neighbouring area. The
eligible subjects were married women of reproductive age,
residing in Rawalpindi.

3. Method of approach

Participants were selected non-randomly from women
who visited the selected facilities for their own reasons
and who requested if they can participate in an interview.
A prior verbal consent was obtained from the participants
before the interview. Interview questionnaires were signed
afterwards for evidence and also as evidence of their
consent. Efforts were maximally taken during recruiting
and interviewing eligible participants in the study to avoid
any potential selection or information bias.

A predesigned questionnaire was used by the investigator
to interview the selected study participants. The
questionnaire included sociodemographic information
regarding age, education, family size, and family income,
and questions covered awareness with regard to the
concept and methods of family planning.

Data obtained was entered into Google forms, and
analysed using qualitative analysis methods. Descriptive
statistical measures such as percentages and proportions
were used to express qualitative data during analysis.
However, yndings are narrated more in a qualitative
manner.

4. Sample size

The team decided to conduct 16 interviews, 8 at most
at each location. There were two different locations
selected. However, 12 interviews were conducted with
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married women participants in Rawalpindi area and the
interviewers decided to stop the process as saturation
point was reached.

5. Non-participation
The following exclusion criteria was used.

e All women who didn’'t wish to participate in the study
were excluded.
¢ All unmarried women were excluded

6. Setting of data collection

The study was conducted in the urban area of Rawalpindi.
Family Planning Centers (FPC) and Gynaecology Clinic
at the Rawalpindi health facilities were the setting of this
study.

7. Presence of non-participants

The interviews were conducted in isolation due to various
questions of a sensitive nature. However, there were a few
occasions, especially in the beginning, where the presence
of a note taker as well a few technicians was required.
However, in totality, this was a discussion between the
interviewer and interviewee.

Data Collection

8. Interview guide
Interview guide was developed prior to administering the
questionnaires. This helped the interviewers in asking
relevant questions and keeping the interest of their
respondents alive.

9. Audiol/visual recording

Keeping in mind the sensitivity of the questions that were
asked of respondents, the team decided not to go for audio
visual recording. However, the utmost effort was employed
in ylling out the responses in a professional manner. All
responses were discussed with the respondents after the
interview for cross-veriycation.

10. Duration

Overall, 12 interviews were conducted with married women
participants in Rawalpindi area on 10 January 2022. Each
interview lasted for one hour approximately.

11. Data saturation
After 9 interviews the saturation point was quite evident,
however the team decided to conduct 12 interviews.

12. Ethical Considerations

Health Services Academy, Islamabad Pakistan, gave the
initiative its ethical clearance. To ensure the safety of the
study participants, they were informed of the study’s goal
and the fact that they had the option of withdrawing from
the interviews at any moment. When they were asked to
answer a question, they were told that there was no “right”
or fiwrongd answer. This studyis yndings will not be reported

or published without their consent, and no identifying
information about them will be made public. In addition,
they were told that the audio recordings and hard copies
of the transcripts would be stored securely and destroyed
when no longer needed. Verbal and informed consent was
also obtained from the study participants prior to the start
of FGDs.

Data analysis

13. Derivation of themes

Overall, the questionnaire was divided into three themes,
and the questions were asked accordingly. However, the
themes were more thoroughly derived during the data
synthesis and information recording.

14. Software
Google forms were used as the software to enter and
manage data.

A qualitative study was done to assess the views of married
women in urban areas of Rawalpindi on the usage of
various contraceptive methods and to discover the factors
that inpuence their use.

Participants Demographic Information

All women were over 30 except one who was 23. 66.66%
of women interviewed came from less than a 10 km radius.
25% of them came from less than a 1 km radius area
whereas 8.34% of them came from less than 1/2 km radius
area. 41.66% were house hold heads whereas 58.34%
were illiterate. 58.33% were ofyce workers ans 41.67%
were casual labourers. The maximum of individuals
reported that contraceptives are used for family planning
after giving birth to 4 children.The highest number of
children is 6 and lowest is 2. (Table ).

Knowledge about Contraceptives — Uses and Access
50% of women reported to have knowledge of injections
whereas 33.3% had knowledge of condoms and only
16.7% of women knew pills as methods of contraception.
33.3% of women learnt about the family planning
methods from their friends and Radio And TV and health
workers’ advice were also a few sources narrated by the
respondents making up 16.7% each. Word of mouth has
more impact. 58.3% women preferred pharmacies to
purchase contraceptive products. 16.7% women receive
education through community health programs. Family
planning clinics are also accessible but to only 25% of
women. 66.7% women visit family planning clinics each
month and 33.3% of them visit more than 3 times a month.
33.3% of women discuss family planning and use of
contraceptives with their spouse/partner whereas 66.7%
women and their spouse make a combined decision on
family planning and use of contraceptives. (See Table II).
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Table I: Demographics

62

Vean Age | 33.25 Years
Locality
10KEm B EE AR
Lessthan 1 km 3 125%)
Lassthan 4 km 1 (3.34%)
Literacy
HouseHold Heads Soidlent)
Hliterats 758 34%)
Employment
Office workers 58.33%
Casual labourers 41.67%

Table II: Knowledge & side effects bout Family Planning Methods

Frnowledge of injections GBS0
Enowledge of condoms 4i33.3%)
Ernowledge of pills 2{16.7%)

Learning about Fa

mily Planning Methods

Friznds 4i{33.3%)
TV 2115, 7%)
Health Care workers 2i1e.7%)
Fadio 4 133.3%)
Family Planning Services

Fharmacies TI55.3%)
Community Health Frograms 32500

Family planning Clinics 2{16.7%)

Visiting Family Planning Clinics

Ezach Maonth Bion T
Maorethan 2 timesa maonth 433 3%

Discussing Fam

ily Planning Services

Spouss/ partner

B{66.7%)

Combineddecigan 4i{33.3%)
Side Effects

Yes 100a3. 3%

Mo 2{L6.7%)

Knowledge of Side Effects

80% of women have responded that they face side
effects. Commonly reported arelrritation, Hypersensitivity,
leucorrhoea, burning, itching and vaginal discharge.

One of the women responded by saying that she feels
swelling in her head and body pains. Otherwise there is
no disease. It is also of interest to know that none of
the respondents consulted health professionals for side
effects. (See Table II).

Motivational Factors

83.3% women reported having knowledge of family
planning whereas only 58.3% had used a method of
family planning within the last 12 months. 33.3% women
reported having cultural beliefs and 41.66% women having
religious beliefs about modern family planning methods.
Another motivational factor affecting their decision of
family planning and number of children is their spouse as
33.3% of decisions are made by them whereas 66.7% of
decisions are made by both of them. (See Table IlI).
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Table Ill: Motivational Factors including Likes & Dislikes in Contraceptive Use

Heard of Family Planning

Yes 10§33.3%)
MO 215, 7%)
Usage of family Planning Methods
Uzedwithinthelast1l2 months TiDE.3%)
Mot Usedwithinthelast 12 months Sidl.7%)
Family Planning Methods Affected
Cultural belisfs 4i33.3%)
Feligious belisfs Sidl 66%)
Mot affected by any belisf 3025.1%)
Decision of Family Flanning
Decisions are taken by spouse 4i33.3%)
Decisions are taken by both of them 8 en. 7%
Dislikes wsing contraceptive method
Spouse dossntagres Sidl. 7%
Theyare notatrisk 4i33.3%)
Culturally not acceptable 3(25%)
Desireformore childran 325%)
Husbandandinlaws prassures, SiTSY
Likes using contraceptive method
Oral Contraceptives Sidl.7%)
Conventional Cortraceptives EiS0%%)
Injecable contrace ptives 1i%.3%)

Some of the participants responses are given below:

* My daughter is still young. At the time of delivery, the
doctor had explained to my mother that there was
something to be avoided.

* My mother used to say that children should be reproduced
with gaps. And there should only be two children, that's
why | started using condoms.

« | had heard on TV that children should have 2 years of
gap. After my daughter is born, | consulted with the LHW
of the area and started the tablets.

e 4 children were born in my house then | thought that
(should) stop now

Dislikes in Contraceptive Use

41.7% women report spouse doesn’'t agree using family
planning method while 33.3% women think they are not at
risk. 25% of women discontinued family planning method
as they had a desire for more children whereas 75% had
husband and in laws pressure. (See Table IlI).

|

Mostly women couldn’t narrate dislikes but after probing a
few responded with side effects. Some of the participants
responses were

* My daughter was 6 months old when | got an injection.
I've been feeling breathing issues for the last 2 years now.
| also get headache. | can't sleep at night. This has also
impacted on my menstruation cycle.

| have pain all over my body. My husband says it's all
because of injections
¢ | have a stomach ache and feel like its burning.

Likes in Contraceptive Use

41.7% women preferred oral contraceptives whereas
50% women preferred conventional type ans injectable
contraceptives are preferred by 8.3% as it doesn'’t take
much efforts and carefulness.

(See Table IlI).

The participants responses are given below:

« | wanted that | shouldn’t have children in next two years.
Since | am getting and consuming these things at home
therefore it is convenient and better that | don’t have to go
somewhere else for family planning.

* Another woman prefers injection over tablets. She said
that she used to take tablets but now she is comfortable
using injection as it is convenient and doesn’t require
everyday use.

¢ | have a stomach ache and feel like its burning.

 This reassures me that the pregnancy is interrupted and
that | do not have to do anything on my own and naturally
there is a break.
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Discussion

Women were more likely than men to get married at a
younger age, which is in line with national statistics that
show that on average, women get married at the age of
18. Men and women both agreed that having four children,
two boys and two girls, is the ideal number for a family.
However, boys received the majority of the votes. Males
were shown to be more interested in having children than
females, according to the 2012-13 PDHS [3]. Couples
who want to reduce the number of children they have
should enlist the help of their spouses (husbands) in the
process of choosing on a family planning strategy [10].
Making decisions about the number of children to have
and whether to adopt the FP technique together is rare.

Many of the participants had some knowledge of at least
one modern contraceptive technique, including condoms,
which is consistent with Pakistan DHS 2012-13 data [3].
Contrary to current national data, women believed that
long-acting Intrauterine Devices (IUDs) were safer and had
fewer negative effects than short-term techniques such as
injectables and pills. IUDs were the most generally known
procedure after condoms and female sterilization. As past
studies have shown, men and women in these rural areas
rely heavily on word-of-mouth to learn about local events
and happenings [11].

According to a study in Vellore, Tamil Nadu, many women
avoid taking contraception because they want children
and are concerned about the possible ill effects. Modern
contraceptive use was high in this study population,
despite low levels of knowledge and moderate levels of
positive attitude. Modern contraceptives were seen less
successful by many women who preferred the more
conventional techniques. The most common modern
contraceptive method for women was sterilization [12].

Similar results were shown by arural setup study conducted
in 2015 Pakistan; the majority of the population was
familiar with some modern contraceptive options, although
they were rarely used. The prevalence of any form of
contraception, including IUDs, was especially low. Modern
contraception is not widely used because of concerns
about side effects, religious apprehensions about harming
the unborn child, a lack of information, or a lack of access
to high-quality treatments. The vast majority of people
preferred private health care facilities over government-
run ones [13]. However, according to research conducted
in Nepal, 81.3% of women in reproductive age were
utilizing a modern method of contraception. According to
educational attainment, 89.5% of women and 95.1% of
husbands were literate, and 91.6 percent of women were
found to be active in decision-making and to have effective
inter-spousal communication, which is 93.3 percent [14].

According to research conducted in Sub-Saharan Africa in
2015-2016, 30.9% of women there utilized contraception.
According to the data, young women in Malawi who are
married, have children, are educated, have a job, and know
the ovulatory cycle are more likely to take contraceptives.

POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

Women who were 20-24 years old, married, aware
of their ovulatory cycle, and with only an elementary
education were more likely to use contraceptives than
their counterparts were [15].

During the discussions, both positive and negative
impressions about FP were documented. The good
news is that women who took part in the study said that
ynancial strain and increasing awareness were the two
most important factors inpuencing couples to reduce
their family sizes. Other factors that contributed to a lack
of understanding and inhibited family planning uptake
included societal inpuences (such as in-law and peer
pressure on both genders), as well as shyness. Only
a few men and women were honest about their use of
contraception, whether it was recently or never. The most
common reason given for not utilizing contraception was
a desire to have more children

We must proceed with caution in light of the study’s
shortcomings, which stem primarily from its design. This
is a qualitative study with a small sample size that may not
accurately repect the perspectives of the entire community
itisintendedto serve. It's also worth noting that this research
included married couples from lower socioeconomic
position who may have different perspectives than married
couples from higher socioeconomic status.

Limitations:

Furthermore, the studyisyndingspointtoalackofknowledge
about various methods of family planning, a lack of health
facilities offering high-quality family planning services, a
lack of ynancial resources to access these services in
rural areas, and social issues like peer pressure, mobility
restrictions for women, and the disapproval of in-laws.

Long-acting and reversible contraceptives are needed in
order to better understand local family planning practices,
attitudes, and viewpoints. As attitudes regarding family
planning and family size change, more women and
couples will seek out family planning services. In order
for women and couples to reach their reproductive and
childbearing health goals, difyculties with access, pricing,
and availability must be addressed. Both men and women
expressed a desire for further children, and neither group
felt the need to utilize contraception to any considerable
extent.

Recommendations:

Female healthcare workers who are well-versed in long-
term family planning methods like intrauterine devices
(IUDs) and work in well-established institutions rather
than pop-up clinics were also shown to be essential in
the research. It also stressed the need of providing their
communities with a man who is trained and knowledgeable
about family planning and can educate other men about
the advantages of family planning and birth spacing
inpuencing decision-making at the household level.

It is possible to alter people’s views on birth spacing
techniques through well-targeted behaviour modiycation
and communication efforts. Rather than allowing couples
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to wait until they’ve reached their ideal family size before
commencing contraception, these behaviour change
efforts should encourage both men and women to begin
using good bhirth spacing techniques as soon as they are
married.

Efforts to promote collaborative decision-making between
husband and wife about family planning and birth spacing
should also include such efforts, so that spouses become
responsible partners in family planning/birth spacing
decisions and alleviate the burden of decision-making on
women.

Through appropriate counselling and adequate information
on method-related side-effects, we should be able to
alleviate the anxiety of side effects. It's also possible to
address social and religious concerns by incorporating
community leaders, religious clergy, and health workers in
awareness raising efforts.

Conclusion

Social, demographic, and economic factors inpuence
the number of young women who use contraceptives in
Pakistan. Unless these yndings and their implications are
incorporated in public health policies, young women'’s
access to contraception may be restricted. It is strongly
recommended that young women have improved access
to family planning information and services in order to
reduce the number of pregnancies among young women.

It sheds information on family planning practices, attitudes,
and views in the local setting as well as the need for long-
acting and reversible contraceptives. More women and
couples will turn to family planning services as attitudes
toward it and their intended family size shift. Access, price,
and availability issues must be addressed if women and
couples are to achieve their reproductive and childbearing
health goals. The desire for additional children was stated
virtually equally by men and women, and neither group felt
the need to use contraception to any signiycant degree.
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In Memoriam

My brother, Dr Manzoor Butt from Rawalpindi, Pakistan, died on the 8.6.2022.

He was a good and gentle man.

He was an early contributor to the MEJFM and a great family doctor. As needed he healed, fed,
and provided money and safety for his patient population.

He trained Women'’s Health Workers and he and his wife Rahila picked up blind girls in a bad
condition from the streets, and took them to the Blind Girls School in Rawalpindi where they were
housed, fed and educated and given love and hope.

On a visit where | arranged some medical tests for him - he had many health problems himself -
he made me his sister, under strict Islamic Guidelines.

He was a greatly loved husband, father, brother, doctor and friend.

His tireless commitments are over but while he walked this earth he did everything with grace,
compassion, empathy and love.

Vale Manzoor.

Lesley Pocock
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Abstract

Background: Gulf nations employ large numbers
of migrant workers. In Saudi Arabia, for example,
migrant workers comprise 30% of its total popula-
tion. However, the health literacy levels of these
workers are reported to be low, and studies focusing
on this topic are limited.

Objective: The aim of this study is to assess the
level of health literacy of migrant workers in Saudi
Arabia.

Methods: A convenience sample of 127 migrant
workers in Saudi Arabia were surveyed using the
Brief Health Literacy Screening Tool (BHLST) from
September 2019 to November 2019. A compari-
son of the BHLST scores of the participants was
performed. This study adhered to the STROBE
checkilist.

Key Results: Out of the 127 respondents, 28
reported experiencing health problems, such as
hypertension, diabetes mellitus, back pain, hepatitis
A, rheumatic disorders, allergy, headache, kidney
disease, and colitis. The majority of the participants
(55.12%) had inadequate overall health literacy
levels, 31.50% had marginal health literacy lev-
els, and only 13.38% had adequate health literacy
levels. Among the 13.38% participants who had
adequate health literacy, more Arabic-speaking
individuals than their non-Arabic-speaking counter-
parts had adequate health literacy by percentage.

Conclusion: Overall, the yndings of the study
revealed that most migrant workers had inadequate
or low health literacy levels, as indicated by their
BHLST scores. The health authorities in Saudi
Arabia and other Arab countries need to devel-
op health literacy interventions geared toward
increasing the health literacy levels of their migrant
workers.

Keywords: Brief health literacy screening tool;
Expatriate workers; Health literacy;
Migrant workers; Saudi Arabia
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Introduction

Health literacy plays an important role in addressing
health challenges at a variety of levels in the international
and global context (1). According to the World Health
Organization, the improvement of health literacy and
the achievement of the health literacy needs of the most
underprivileged and marginalized societies will accelerate
progress in reducing global health inequities (2). The
United Nations Population Fund reports that 244 million
people live outside their country of origin (3). The results
of a recent study showed that 13%-30% of migrant
workers are uneducated and that among hospital patients,
a misunderstanding of prescription labels is common (4).
Moreover, only a few studies on this topic have been
conducted in the country (4,5), and no research has been
done concerning the health literacy of migrant workers.
The yndings of a study in the US suggest that various
instruments (e.g., Rapid Estimate of Adult Literacy in
Medicine, Test of Functional Health Literacy in Adults, 4-
Item Brief Health Literacy Screening Tool) measure health
literacy differently and are likely conceptually different
(6). As healthcare providers, including physicians, often
have difyculty identifying the health literacy status of their
patients (7), it is imperative for healthcare providers to
have a tool that accurately identiyes patients who have
low health literacy levels (8). In the present study, the
Brief Health Literacy Screening Tool (BHLST) was used
to assess the health literacy of Arabic- and non-Arabic-
speaking migrant workers in Saudi Arabia.

Background

The United States Department of Health and Human
Services deynes literacy as a personis ability to read,
write, speak, and compute and solve problems at levels
necessary to function on the job and in society, achieve
one’'s goals, and to develop one’s knowledge and
potential (9). The scope of health literacy is established
by the Institute of Medicine (2004) in their consensus
study report as the degree to which individuals have the
capacity to obtain, process, and understand basic health
information, and the services needed to make appropriate
health decisions. The Calgary Charter on Health Literacy
indicates that these skills comprise of writing, reading,
speaking, listening, numeracy, and critical analysis
including interaction and communication skills (10).

Basic literacy must be achieved by individuals
before they can fully achieve health literacy. However,
health literacy, as deyned by the Institute of Medicine
and the United States Department of Health and Human
Services, requires a variety of other skills; studies in the
US have shown that the majority of healthcare clients
have a poor understanding of health and illness (11,12).
About one-quarter of adults in the US have low health
literacy (13). The Institute of Medicine categorizes health
literacy skills into cultural and conceptual knowledge, oral
literacy, print literacy, and numeracy, forming a level of
competency required of successful healthcare consumers
(14). As health literacy as a concept is relatively new to

the Gulf states, particularly Saudi Arabia, research on
it is scarce (15). Moreover, while migrant workers are
considered transient residents, their health concerns and
the potential effects of these on the health of the Saudi
population mandate that their needs be addressed.

In a recent systematic review, it was found that as the
population of the EU diversiyes, new challenges on
the delivery of healthcare emerge because of migrants’
health literacy (16). In the Arab region, International Labor
Organization reported that about 17 million people are
migrant workers (17). Most of them come from Southeast
and South Asian countries, such as Bangladesh, India,
Nepal, Pakistan, and the Philippines (18). International
Federation of Human Rights indicated that 2003As of
2003, Saudi Arabia has approximately six million migrant
workers, representing more than 50% of its total working
population (19); this number recently increased to 10
million (20).

Objective of the Study

The aim of this study is to assess the level of health
literacy of migrant workers in Saudi Arabia. It also seeks to
determine the differences in health literacy levels between
Arabic- and non-Arabic-speaking participants.

Methods

Research Design

This quantitative and cross-sectional study used a
questionnaire survey. The study adhered to the STROBE
guidelines.

Sample and Setting

A convenience sample of 127 male migrant workers
responded to the questionnaire at commercial venues
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The investigators randomly
approached migrant workers and requested them to
respond to four questions about accessing healthcare and
their basic demographic data using the BHLST. Included
in the study were (1) non-citizen workers, (2) those
currently employed during the recruitment period, and (3)
any nationality with a valid residence card. Individuals with
Saudi citizenship were excluded from participating in the
study.

Ethical Approval and Data Collection

After receiving ethical approval from the Institutional
Review Board of a Saudi university, the researchers
approached migrant workers in commercial venues to
invite them to participate. Information on the study was
provided to the participants, and they were given time to ask
guestions about the study. The privacy and conydentiality
of the participants were ensured by anonymizing the
data collection and obtaining the participants’ informed
consent. The researchers then orally read and completed
the questionnaires based on the participants’ responses.
The data gathering period was from September 2019 to
November 2019.
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Instrumentation

The BHLST, a well-tested instrument developed to identify
primary care clients with low health literacy skills (21),
was utilized in this study. The BHLST was developed
by the Veterans Administration of the United States as a
screening tool for the identiycation of healthcare clients
who have limited ability to function in primary care settings.
The method of scoring in this inventory allows a possible
score range of 4 to 20. The levels of health literacy are
classiyed as inadequate (score: 4712), marginal (score:
13-16), and adequate (score: 17-20). The reliability and
validity of the tool have been established in a variety of
settings and populations, and the tool has been translated
into a number of languages (21,22, 23).

Data Analysis

The collected data in this study were entered into SPSS
version 23.0 for data analysis. Descriptive statistics were
used to fully describe the demographic variables of the
migrant workers. Frequency and percentage were also
calculated to determine the responses of the participants
to the four items in the BHLST. A comparison of the BHLST
scores of Arabic- and non-Arabic-speaking participants
was performed.

A total of 150 questionnaires were distributed during the
recruitment period. Only 135 surveys were returned,
of which eight had substantial missing data and were
therefore excluded from the analyses. The response rate
was 84.67%. A summary of the respondents’ demographic
proyles is shown in Table 1. Out of the 127 participants,
the majority (40.16%) belonged to the 31- to 40-year-old
group. Most respondents speak Arabic (44.88%), whereas
a few speak Urdu (18.90%), Hindi (13.38%), Filipino
(13.38%), and Bengali (9.45%). Most of them have been
working in Saudi Arabia for yve years and more (48.82%),
with the highest proportion of participants working as sales
personnel (25.98%).

As shown in Table 2, the majority of the participants do
not wear eyeglasses (77.95%), do not report any health
problems (77.95%), and seek medical consultation in
clinics (56.70%). Out of the 127 respondents, 28 reported
experiencing some health problems, such as hypertension
(7.09%), diabetes mellitus (6.30%), back pain (1.57%),
hepatitis A (1.57%), rheumatic disorders (1.57%), allergy
(1.57%), headache (0.79%), kidney disease (0.79%), and
colitis (0.79%).

The health literacy scores of the participants by their mother
tongue, number of years in Saudi Arabia, and education
are summarized in Table 3. Participants who speak the
Arabic (13.18%) and Filipino (14.63%) languages and
those with secondary education (13.50%) had marginal
health literacy levels. Those who speak Hindi, Urdu, and
Bengali had inadequate health literacy levels. Participants
who are illiterate, able to read and write, and with primary
education, as well as those who worked in Saudi Arabia
from one year to more than yve years, had inadequate
health literacy levels.

The majority of the participants had inadequate overall
health literacy levels (55.12%), 31.50% had marginal
health literacy levels, and only 13.38% had adequate
health literacy levels. A comparison of the health literacy
between Arabic and non-Arabic-speaking participants
showed that the majority of both groups had inadequate
health literacy levels, whereas only 15.79% of the Arabic
speakers and 11.23% of the non-Arabic speakers had
adequate levels of health literacy (Table 4).
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Table 1. Demographic Proyle of the Respondents (N = 127)

Demographic Profile f P
Ageiyears)
21-30 37 2913
3140 &1 4016
41-50 22 17.32
S1-a0 17 1339
MotherTongue
Arabic 57 44 58
LIrdu 24 1390
Hindi 17 1=38
Filiping 17 1338
Eengali 12 9,45
Mumberof Years in Saudi
Arabia
1-2 years 27 2126
I—dyears 38 29.92
S years and above 62 43.82
Eclucation
[Hiterate 11 2.65
Fead and Write 29 2283
Frimary 33 2598
Secondary 54 4252
Jocupation
Sales 33 25,98
Iaintenance 22 17.32
Construction 15 11.81
Ciriver 15 1151
Cleansr 14 11.02
Labiorer 12 245
Tailor H .30
Waiter a2 &30
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Table 2. Health Problem Proyle of the Respondents (N = 127)

Health Proklem Profile f %
Wears Eyeglasses
fes 28 22.05
Mo G 77.95
Presence of Health Probklems
fes 28 22.05
M G 77.95

Self-reported Health Problems

Hypertension 9 7.09
Diabetes mellitus &8 2,30
Back pain 2 157
Hepatitis A 2 157
Rheumatic disarders 2 157
Allergy 2 157
Headache 1 0.79
Kidney dissase 1 0.79
Colitis 1 0.79
Medical Facility for Consultation
Clinic 72 S 70
Fharmacy 37 2913
Mone 12 14.17
Table 3. BHLST Scores of the Respondents (N = 127)
Selected Demographic Profile SCore
Mother Tongue
Arabic 1318
Hirli 1253
Uradu 5865
Filipino 1463
Eengali 10.50
Mumber of Years in Saudi Arabia
1-2 years 1229
3= years 1229
Swears andabove 1213
Education
[Hiteraste o604
Fead and write 11.38
Frimary 1226
Secondary 1350

Table 4. Overall BHLST Scores of Arabic vs. Non-Arabic Speakers by Percentage

Health Literacy Level BHLST Score Arabic Mon-Arabic Overall
| nadequate 4-12 4582 G000 e
Farginal 1=-1& 3543 28.57 3L50
Adequate 17-20 1575 11.23 1238
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Discussion

This study assessed the levels of health literacy of migrant
workers in Saudi Arabia using the BHLST. Based on the
BHLST scores, a large proportion of the study sample is
not capable of communicating with and utilizing healthcare
providers as well as navigating the healthcare system at
optimum levels in Saudi Arabia. The important yndings
revealed by the study would inform health authorities
about migrant workers’ level of health literacy, which could
lead to the creation of a health literacy program in the
country.

The results indicated that only 13.38% of the participants
had adequate levels of health literacy, a few had marginal
levels of health literacy, and the majority had inadequate
overall levels of health literacy. The reason for this
result could be linked to the low level of education of the
participants; most of them never reached the secondary
level of education. Similarly, a systematic review of 85 US
studies with 31,129 subjects reported the prevalence of
a low health literacy level between 0% and 68%, and this
was associated with age, ethnicity, and level of education
(24). Having a low level of education, especially below the
secondary level, has been related to having inadequate or
low levels of health literacy (5, 25, 26).

In particular, the results are comparable to those of a
recent study conducted in Saudi Arabia in which out of
the 3,557 residents surveyed, approximately half were
classiyed as having low health literacy (5,7). However,
the results obtained by Alkhadi et al, contradict those of
this study; in their research, out of 123 participants, 84.4%
had adequate health literacy (27). The contradictory
results could be attributed to the disparity in educational
level of the two studies. In this study, most participants
had a below secondary level of education, whereas in the
other study, most of the participants were between the
high school and college levels (5,27). These observations
were also reported in previous studies, so it is important
to further evaluate the utility of the BHLST in various
patient populations, such as that in the present study,
including those with low health literacy (14,28). Moreover,
in a recent study in Catalonia, Spain, 84.6% of the 2,433
research participants showed sufycient health literacy
(25). However, the results of the present study are
supported by the research conducted by Bishop et al, in
which Spanish participants were found to have inadequate
literacy in terms of the ability to read medical materials
(29). Meanwhile, the results of a study in Bangladesh
showed that a low level of health literacy was reported by
the majority of its 1,500 respondents (30). Furthermore,
the results are supported by those of Das et al, in which
Bengali-speaking workers had a BHSLT score of only
10.50, indicating inadequate health literacy (30).

In the present study, the results revealed that the
participants who have been working in Saudi Arabia
for yve years and more, who comprise the majority of
this population, had lower BHLST scores than those
who have been working in the country for less than yve

years. Additionally, Hindi- and Urdu-speaking participants
reported inadequate health literacy, whereas Arabic- and
Filipino-speaking participants showed marginal health
literacy. Moreover, given that approximately one in four
participants wears eyeglasses, indicating insufycient
vision, a verbal way of determining health literacy is
warranted among migrant workers in Saudi Arabia.
This result is consistent with those of previous studies
suggesting the greater importance of having a verbal
screening tool that does not depend on vision or reading
puency (28, 31). Most participants in this study reported
having health problems and sought medical consultation
in clinics in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Most of them do not
have access to hospitals because it is not covered by
their health insurance from their employers. According
to Alkhamis and Miraj that the despite enormous positive
developments in the yeld of healthcare in Saudi Arabia,
such as the introduction of a compulsory health beneyt
scheme for all (e.g., health insurance), little is known about
the association between the demographic characteristics
and health status of uninsured migrant workers in Saudi
Arabia (32). In the same study, the results showed that
the demographic proyles, including age, education,
nationality, and language, of expatriate workers are
associated with their health status, which could affect
their health insurance (16,31).

Additionally, the participants of the present study claimed
that while having medical consultation at private clinics,
they could not understand the language (English) used
in communicating with them as well as the medical terms
used. About a quarter of the participants also reported
having health problems, such as hypertension, diabetes
mellitus, back pain, hepatitis A, rheumatic disorders,
allergy, headache, kidney disease, and colitis. These
results are contradictory to those of a previous study in
which the majority of older adult participants in Greece,
Hungary, and the Netherlands had either single or multiple
reported health problems (33). The contradictory yndings
may be attributed to the fact that older adults present
more health problems as a result of their advancing
age (32,34), whereas the majority of the participants in
the present study are young adults aged between 31
and 40 years old. Our results are comparable to those
of a previous study in Lebanon in which the mean age
of the study sample was 37.5 years; however, most of
the participants in such study were educated, as they
completed university degrees, and they reported higher
levels of health literacy (15).

Speciycally, thisstudyalsocomparedthe healthliteracylevel
between Arabic- and non-Arabic-speaking participants.
Collectively, non-Arabic-speaking workers accounted for
the majority (55.12%) of the study participants, whereas
Arabic-speaking participants accounted for 44.88% of
the sample. The results showed that the majority of both
groups of participants had inadequate levels of health
literacy. Subsequently, the overall results indicated that
migrant workers in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia had inadequate
health literacy levels. Only a few Arabic-speaking
(15.79%) and non-Arabic-speaking (11.23%) participants
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had adequate health literacy levels. Based on the results,
more Arabic-speaking participants had adequate health
literacy than their non-Arabic-speaking counterparts.
Overall, only 13.38% had adequate health literacy, a
result that is similar to that of another study in which out of
406 participants, only 13.7% had adequate health literacy
levels (35). A few underlying reasons could be related to
the participants’ low level of education, having occupations
not related to the health and science yelds, and difyculties
speaking and understanding English and medical terms.
These language and knowledge barriers related to the
inadequacy of health literacy among migrant workers
could lead to their poor access to health services and
reduced health outcomes. Such underlying reasons are
supported by a recent case study in which migrant health
workers who received health information from health
professionals and staff showed higher health literacy
levels compared with general migrants in Thailand (36).
In another study, the variations in the use of instruments
measuring health literacy were examined, and increased
age, low education, a minority status, and a self-reported
poor reading level were found to be associated with
low health literacy depending on the instrument used
(21). Additionally, a study in Australia reported that the
healthcare team must consider the communication style
of migrants from culturally diverse backgrounds in seeking
and accessing healthcare, which could affect the delivery
of care and health outcomes (37). The lack of linguistic
harmony between healthcare providers and patients serves
as a considerable barrier to the delivery of care in Saudi
Arabia (38). Lastly, the widespread healthcare illiteracy
among ethnic communities poses the burden of language
and cultural barriers, in which available data suggest
that health literacy may be a stronger predictor of health
outcomes than socioeconomic factors, such as education
level, employment, income, and race/ethnicity (39).

Limitations of the Study

The sample of this study represents a wide variety of
occupations and ages. However, all participants are
males and may not be representative of the needs of
female migrant workers. The sample is a relatively small
convenience sample because of the limited access to this
minority population and may not represent a proportional
distribution of the demographic characteristics of the
country’s entire expatriate population.

Conclusion

Overall, most migrant workers in this study had inadequate
or low levels of health literacy, as indicated by their BHLST
scores. Furthermore, although this group accounted only
forless than a quarter of the total number of participants, the
comparison analysis showed that more Arabic-speaking
participants had adequate health literacy compared with
their non-Arabic-speaking counterparts by percentage.
These results serve as a call for health authorities in Saudi
Arabia and those in other Arab countries to develop health
literacy interventions geared toward increasing the levels
of health literacy of migrant workers. Correspondingly,

other countries in the world can beneyt from the results,
especially those that have minority migrant workers with
low levels of health literacy and whose nationalities are
similar to those studied in this work.

Acknowledgements

The author cordially expresses their sincere appreciation
for the support provided by the Deanship of Scientiyc
Research through the Research Center of the College of
Nursing at King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

References

1.Levin-Zamir, D., Leung, A. Y. M., Dodson, S., &
Rowlands, G. (2017). Health literacy in selected
populations: Individuals, families, and communities from
the international and cultural perspective. Information
Services & Use, 37(2), 131-151.

2. WHO CO. World health organization. Responding
to Community Spread of COVID-19. Reference WHO/
COVID-19/Community_Transmission/2020.1. 2020 Apr.
3. Tolan NV. Health literacy and the desire to manage
One’s own health. Clinics in laboratory medicine. 2020
Mar 1;40(1):1-2.

4. Alburikan KA, AbuAlreesh A, Alenazi M, Albabtain H,
Algouzi M, Alawaji M, Aljadhey HS. Patients’ understanding
of prescription drug label instructions in developing
nations: The case of Saudi Arabia. Research in Social and
Administrative Pharmacy. 2018 May 1;14(5):413-7.
5.Almubark R, Basyouni M, Alghanem A, Althumairi N,
Alkhamis D, Alharbi LS, Alammari N, Algabbani A, Alnofal
F, Algahtani A, BinDhim N. Health literacy in Saudi Arabia:
Implications for public health and healthcare access.
Pharmacology Research & Perspectives. 2019 Aug;7(4):
e00514.

6. Costa GM, Gazola AC, Madoglio FA, Zucolotto SM,
Reginatto FH, Castellanos L, Ramos FA, Duque C,
Schenkel EP. Vitexin derivatives as chemical markers in
the differentiation of the closely related species Passipora
alata Curtis and Passipora quadrangularis Linn. Journal of
Liquid Chromatography & Related Technologies. 2013 Apr
1;36(12):1697-707.

7.Bass Il PF, Wilson JF, Grifyth CH, Barnett DR. Residents}
ability to identify patients with poor literacy skills. Academic
Medicine. 2002 Oct 1;77(10):1039-41.

8.Louis AJ, Arora VM, Press VG. Evaluating the brief health
literacy screen. Journal of general internal medicine. 2014
Jan;29(1):21-.

9. Chen X, Hay JL, Waters EA, Kiviniemi MT, Biddle C,
Schoyeld E, Li Y, Kaphingst K, Orom H. Health literacy
and use and trust in health information. Journal of health
communication. 2018 Aug 3;23(8):724-34.

10. Sgrensen K, Pelikan JM, R6thlin F, Ganahl K, Slonska
Z, Doyle G, Fullam J, Kondilis B, Agrayotis D, Uiters E,
Falcon M. Health literacy in Europe: comparative results of
the European health literacy survey (HLS-EU). European
journal of public health. 2015 Dec 1;25(6):1053-8.

11. Johnson A. Health literacy, does it make a difference?.
Australian Journal of Advanced Nursing, The. 2014
Mar;31(3):39-45.

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022

73



POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

74

12. Swavely D, Vorderstrasse A, Maldonado E, Eid
S, Etchason J. Implementation and evaluation of a
low health literacy and culturally sensitive diabetes
education program. Journal for Healthcare Quality. 2014
Nov;36(6):16-23.

13. Rajah R, Hassali MA, Murugiah MK. A systematic
review of the prevalence of limited health literacy in
Southeast Asian countries. Public Health. 2019 Feb
1;167:8-15.

14. Wallston KA, Cawthon C, McNaughton CD, Rothman
RL, Osborn CY, Kripalani S. Psychometric properties of
the brief health literacy screen in clinical practice. Journal
of general internal medicine. 2014 Jan;29(1):119-26.

15. Fadda M, Kanj M, Kabakian-Khasholian T, Johannes
Schulz P. Validation of three Arabic health literacy
assessment tools in Lebanon. Health Promotion
International. 2018 Apr 1;33(2):261-7.

16. Ward M, Kristiansen M, Sgrensen K. Migrant health
literacy in the European Union: A systematic literature
review. Health Education Journal. 2019 Feb;78(1):81-95.
17. Talukdar D, Seenivasan S, Cameron AJ, Sacks G. The
association between national income and adult obesity
prevalence: Empirical insights into temporal patterns
and moderators of the association using 40 years of data
across 147 countries. PloS one. 2020 May 13;15(5):
€0232236.

18. Wahab A. The outbreak of Covid-19 in Malaysia:
pushing migrant workers at the margin. Social Sciences &
Humanities Open. 2020 Jan 1;2(1):100073.

19. Kapiszewski A. Arab versus Asian migrant workers
in the GCC countries. InSouth Asian migration to gulf
countries 2017 Sep 19 (pp. 66-90). Routledge India.

20. Williams S, Qiu W, Al-awwad Z, Alfayez A. Commuting
for women in Saudi Arabia: Metro to driving-Options
to support women employment. Journal of Transport
Geography. 2019 May 1;77:126-38.

21. Haun J, Luther S, Dodd V, Donaldson P. Measurement
variation across health literacy assessments: implications
for assessment selection in research and practice. Journal
of health communication. 2012 Oct 1;17(sup3):141-59.
22. Wallace LS, Rogers ES, Roskos SE, Holiday DB,
Weiss BD. Brief report: screening items to identify patients
with limited health literacy skills. Journal of general internal
medicine. 2006 Aug;21(8):874-7.

23. Wallston KA, Cawthon C, McNaughton CD, Rothman
RL, Osborn CY, Kripalani S. Psychometric properties of
the brief health literacy screen in clinical practice. Journal
of general internal medicine. 2014 Jan;29(1):119-26.

24. Paasche-Orlow MK, Parker RM, Gazmararian JA,
Nielsen-Bohiman LT, Rudd RR. The prevalence of limited
health literacy. Journal of general internal medicine. 2005
Feb;20(2):175-84.

25. Garcia-Codina O, Juvinya-Canal D, Amil-Bujan P,
Bertran-Noguer C, Gonzalez-Mestre MA, Masachs-Fatjo
E, Santaeugeénia SJ, Magrinya-Rull P, Salté-Cerezuela E.
Determinants of health literacy in the general population:
results of the Catalan health survey. BMC public health.
2019 Dec;19(1):1-2.

26. Hawkins M, Gill SD, Batterham R, Elsworth GR,
Osborne RH. The health literacy questionnaire (HLQ) at
the patient-clinician interface: a qualitative study of what
patients and clinicians mean by their HLQ scores. BMC
health services research. 2017 Dec;17(1):1-5.

27. Alburikan KA, AbuAlreesh A, Alenazi M, Albabtain H,
Algouzi M, Alawaji M, Aljadhey HS. Patients’ understanding
of prescription drug label instructions in developing
nations: The case of Saudi Arabia. Research in Social and
Administrative Pharmacy. 2018 May 1;14(5):413-7.

28. Louis AJ, Arora VM, Press VG. Evaluating the brief
health literacy screen. Journal of general internal medicine.
2014 Jan;29(1):21-.

29. Bishop WP, Craddock Lee SJ, Skinner CS, Jones TM,
MccCallister K, Tiro JA. Validity of single-item screening for
limited health literacy in English and Spanish speakers.
American journal of public health. 2016 May;106(5):889-
92.

30. Das S, Mia MN, Haniy SM, Hoque S, Bhuiya A. Health
literacy in a community with low levels of education:
yndings from Chakaria, a rural area of Bangladesh. BMC
Public Health. 2017 Dec;17(1):1-0.

31. Press VG, Shapiro Ml, Mayo AM, Meltzer DO, Arora VM.
More than meets the eye: relationship between low health
literacy and poor vision in hospitalized patients. Journal of
health communication. 2013 Dec 4;18(sup1):197-204.
32. Alkhamis AA, Miraj SS. Association between
demographic characteristics and health status of
uninsured expatriate workers in Saudi Arabia. Bioscience
Biotechnology Research Communications. 2016 Oct
1;9(4):587-95.

33. De WitL, Karnaki P, DalmaA, Csizmadia P, Salter C, De
Winter A, Meijering L. Health literacy in the everyday lives
of older adults in Greece, Hungary, and the Netherlands.
International journal of environmental research and public
health. 2020 Jan;17(7):2411.

34. Stineman MG, Zhang G, Kurichi JE, Zhang Z, Streim
JE, Pan Q, Xie D. Prognosis for functional deterioration
and functional improvement in late life among community-
dwelling persons. PM&R. 2013 May 1;5(5):360-71.

35. Ylitalo KR, Meyer MR, Lanning BA, During C,
Laschober R, Griggs JO. Simple screening tools to identify
limited health literacy in a low-income patient population.
Medicine. 2018 Mar;97(10).

36. Kosiyaporn H, Julchoo S, Sinam P, Phaiyarom M,
Kunpeuk W, Pudpong N, Suphanchaimat R. Health literacy
and its related determinants in migrant health workers and
migrant health volunteers: a case study of Thailand, 2019.
International journal of environmental research and public
health. 2020 Jan;17(6):2105.

37. Zwi KJ, Woodland L, Kalowski J, Parmeter J. The
impact of health perceptions and beliefs on access to care
for migrants and refugees. Journal of Cultural Diversity.
2017 Sep 1;24(3).

38. Almutairi KM. Culture and language differences as a
barrier to provision of quality care by the health workforce
in Saudi Arabia. Saudi medical journal. 2015;36(4):425.
39. Nierengarten MB. Health literacy: Achallenge in diverse
populations. Contemporary Pediatrics. 2018;35(1):19-22.

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022



POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

Assessment of Female’s Decision Regarding Family Planning
and Associated Factors in Tehsil Sohawa, Punjab, Pakistan

Ali Mujtaba (1)
Nimrah Komal (2)
Sadiq Jan (3)

Tahira Nasreen (4)
Hassan Mumtaz (5)
Khurram Shahzad (6)

(1) Faculty of Management Sciences, Riphah International University, Islamabad Pakistan

(2) Public Health Scholar, Health Services Academy, Islamabad Pakistan

(3) Assistant Professor of Gynecology, Riphah International University, Islamabad Pakistan
(4) Consultant Gynecologist, Kulsoom Int Hospital, Islamabad Pakistan

(5) Clinical Research Associate: Maroof International Hospital, Public Health Scholar: Health

Services Academy, Islamabad Pakistan

(6) Faculty of Management Sciences, Riphah International University, Islamabad

Corresponding Author:
Dr. Hassan Mumtaz

Clinical Research Associate: Maroof International Hospital
Public Health Scholar: Health Services Academy, Islamabad Pakistan

Email: Hassanmumtaz.dr@gmail.com
ORCID: 0000-0003-2881-2556

Received: May 2022 Accepted: June 2022; Published: July 1, 2022.
Citation: Ali Mujtaba et al. Assessment of Female’s Decision Regarding Family Planning and Associated Factors in Tehsil
Sohawa, Punjab, Pakistan. World Family Medicine. 2022; 20(7): 75-87. DOI: 10.5742/MEWFM.2022.9525096

Abstract

Family planning enables individuals and couples
to anticipate and acquire their planned number of
children including the spacing and timing of their
births. It's achieved by the use of birth control
methods and the treatment of involuntary infertility.
It demonstrates that the Pakistan family planning
program has been unable to work efyciently. To
understand the constraints, academics are seeking
to focus on reasons behind service delivery failures,
cultural restrictions, and other relevant aspects.
Furthermore, the Pakistan authorities have serious
worries such as the socio-economic consequence of
unrestrained populationincrease. The purpose of the
study is to illustrate the factors inpuencing femaleis
decision regarding family planning. A cross-section-
al study was conducted in Tehsil Sohawa, Punjab
between August 2020 and December 2020. A data
set of 210 individuals was obtained from Tehsil So-
hawa, Punjab, Pakistan. The researcher adminis-
tered questionnaire was adopted for data collection.
The study results showed that female’s decision on
family planning was mostly affected by education

level, household structure, insufycient information
about family planning as well and fear of unfavo-
rable impacts of contra conception, and counseling
services played a vital part in decision making re-
lated family.

Keywords: Counseling services, Education,
Family planning, Female’s decision
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Introduction

Birth control isn’t the main aspect of family planning.
Pregnancy can be managed with a variety of treatments
to avoid conception while maintaining a normal life and
protecting oneself from sexually transmitted infections
(STDs) through family planning [2]. Changing family size,
birth spacing, and education levels of women may all
have an effect on children’s health, and family planning
initiatives have boosted socioeconomic opportunity. Also,
unintentional infertility can be treated using contraceptive
methods [2, 3]. Women and their families, especially
children, beneyt from family planning. As a result of better
care and education for children, families can dedicate
more time, energy and resources to fewer children [4].
Planned parenthood is becoming a vital part of nearly
every health program [5] in existence today. One reason
for the focus on family planning in developing countries
by many non-governmental organization (NGOs) and
donor agencies, such as USAID and WHO, is that it is an
important public health issue for these countries [6].

There is a strong link between family planning and
the growth of a nation, which is why new methods are
constantly being created and existing ones are being
improved [7]. In the reproductive years, family planning is
a widespread and essential service for women. According
to the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth, 42 percent
of women aged 15-44 received family planning services
from a medical practitioner in the prior year. These
programs are especially beneycial to young ladies. 63%
of women aged 20-24 and 55% of women aged 25-29
had used birth control in the last year [9]. Women who
want to become pregnant will need to undergo these
procedures in order to get there. Women’s reproductive
health is dependent on these services. In order to have
two children, the average woman must avoid pregnancy
for nearly three decades of her reproductive life in order
to achieve this low fertility level [10]. Even though family
planning is widely used and widely available, little is known
about the quality of these services (11), despite their
importance and widespread use. There is a pressing need
for greater research on the issue of health-care quality in
the United States, which is fueled by the public’s interest
in and attention to this topic. For the family planning
industry, it's essential to determine if there are any quality
concerns [12] and design ways to yx them. It is essential
to learn more about the quality of family planning services
since patients have a fundamental right to high-quality
care. [3]. Contraception and reproductive outcomes are
inpuenced by how successful family planning services
are, according to this research. Study after study has
found that the quality of family planning services has long
been a subject of inquiry and intervention in a range of
international contexts where the quality of family planning
services haslong beenaconcern. Unplanned pregnancies
and the failure of contraception are both big challenges in
the United States. More than half of all pregnancies in the
United States each year are unplanned, and almost half of
those pregnancies occur among women who were using

some kind of contraception at the time of conception [14].
9 percent of women who use reversible contraceptive
methods had a failure in the yrst year, and 17 percent
in the yrst 24 months, respectively. There are several
contributing reasons to these problems, but the quality of
family planning services is one of them [15].

In addition, poor-quality services may prevent clients
from acquiring the information or skills they need to
adopt and maintain healthy contraceptive practices
[16]. Policies and rules have an impact on the quality
of service as well. While all providers of family planning
services are not governed by the same set of rules, there
are some criteria for some providers [17]. When it comes
to family planning, those with limited ynancial resources
must adhere to speciyc guidelines [18]. It is imperative
that clients have access to a wide range of safe and
effective contraception options, that the services they get
are completely voluntary, and that they are treated with
respect. Planned Parenthood clinics follow a similar set
of quality standards when providing their services to their
clients. Due to the expensive cost of raising a child, it is
imperative that family size is proportionate to the family’s
resources so that life can run smoothly. There is evidence
to suggest that families are more likely to believe that
they are receiving enough assistance for their children
than they are for their homes. Customer satisfaction with
primary service providers’ abilities to meet their child’s
speciyc needs and provide information on services is
generally high, with lower satisfaction ratings for the
providersi ability to meet their childis speciyc needs and
provide information on services. The ynancial well-being
of participants’ families was frequently more important to
them than their own psychological well-being. To conclude,
we discovered that service adequacy ratings predicted
family quality of life, with partnerships modulating the
impact [19]. Quality standards can also be taught to
private businesses by professional organizations. [18]
The Association of Reproductive Health Professionals and
the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
both offer clinical practice and service delivery guidelines
and recommendations.

As a result of this focus on women, the bulk of services,
including research and communication efforts, have
emphasized women [20]. Family planning has been
challenged by this new research, which shows that the
male is just as important as the female in this process [21].
When it comes to pregnancy, contraception, and abortion,
women in underdeveloped countries are typically not
the major decision-makers. For example, in patriarchal
cultures where sociocultural traditions dictating gender
norms, home social expectations and communication
styles hinder female decision-making abilities [22]. In
terms of reproductive health, men and women appear to
make distinct choices, as evidenced by recent studies.
They realized that men were the most powerful. Women’s
ability to achieve their reproductive goals may be
hampered by household power imbalances, which are
taken into account in family planning programs [23].
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Promoting family planning has the ability to reduce poverty
and hunger while also saving 32% of all maternal deaths
and roughly 10% of all child deaths in countries with high
population expansion. Among other things, it would help
women’s empowerment, universal primary education, and
long-term environmental sustainability. There has been a
huge increase in contraceptive use from less than 10% to
60% and a decrease in the number of births per woman in
poor countries from six to three. In the 75th percentile of
the world’s poorest countries, the usage of contraception
is still low, and fertility rates are high. In addition, guys
should be educated on how to discuss reproductive issues
with their partners. Couples’ reproductive decision-making
is uneven, with the spouse predominating, according to
the yndings. It is possible for women to suffer as a result
of unequal gender relations since they have to obey their
husbands. Health and social and economic consequences
might result from a lack of negotiating power for women.
Females’ ability to make informed decisions about their
sexual and reproductive health is often cited as a major
problem in many countries, as is the lack of access to
suitable contraception options for many women [24].
Despite the fact that most mothers prefer to have fewer
children, itisillegal for them to exercise this choice. There’s
a long-held belief among mothers that having a son is a
prerequisite for having enough children. The number of
women who plan their own families is just 18 percent
[25], and studies show that factors such as a spouse’s
educational level, the length of their marriage, and the
husband’s acceptability all have a role in this decision
[26]. Nearly half of Oman’s households are headed by
men, according to a new survey [20]. Men’s participation
in family planning programs and women’s empowerment
is critical, because it is associated to better reproductive
healthcare outcomes, such as contraceptive use and
healthy living behaviours [27]. Lack of knowledge about
contraceptive use and where to obtain contraceptives,
medical issues, religious restriction, spouse reluctance,
and poor male engagement are all cited as reasons for the
low coverage of family planning services [28]. Therefore,
it is especially vital in societies where men predominate,
where men already have a signiycant role in the family and
in society at large [30]. Women are typically in control of
family planning in the majority of cultures around the world.
It is not uncommon for them to be deprived of decision-
making power and control over their own fertility goals.

The current study is designed to ynd solutions to
several questions based on the described concerns;
a brief description of the issues is as follows:

Question 1: How does family planning counseling
contribute to family planning decision?

Question 2: What is the mediating role of knowledge
between family planning counseling and female’s decision-
making regarding family planning?

Question 3: What is the moderating role of education
between family planning counseling and knowledge about
family planning?

Signiycance of the study

Research in Pakistan’s Tehsil Sohawa is focused on
determining what factors inpuence family planning
behaviours. Although many studies are conducted in
Pakistan, there are relatively few in the region. In order
to address the fundamental causes of the problem, it's
essential to identify them at the grassroots level yrst. It is
hoped that the yndings of this study will help healthcare
professionals and researchers devise new approaches
to improving access to family planning counselling
services and educating women about their options for
contraception.

Research Objectives

The study’s research objectives are listed below:

1. To evaluate the effect of family planning counseling
services and their contribution to the family planning
decision.

2. To determine the role of knowledge in moderating the
relationship between family planning counseling and
female’s decision-making regarding family planning.

3. To ynd out the moderating role of education between
family planning counseling and knowledge about family
planning.

Family Planning Counseling

Family planning counseling is an important part of
preventing unintended pregnancies. Adequate family
planning counselling is deyned as information offered
to women and men of reproductive age regarding
the use, application, effectiveness, side effects, and
contraindications of various family planning methods [31].

Knowledge about family planning

Acquiring knowledge about family planning is a crucial
step toward having access to contraceptive methods and
using one that is appropriate for you in an efycient and
accurate manner [32].

Female’s decision-making regarding family planning
Women’s decision-making capacity in family planning
is described as a female’s aptitude toward independent
decisions making or discuss family planning requirements
and options with her partner [33].

Level of education

The impact of educational attainment on contraceptive
and family planning information, as well as the methods
utilized for family planning [34].

Methodology

The goal of this study was to examine the impact of family
planning counselling services on women'’s family planning
decisions, with the mediating role of family planning
knowledge and the moderating effect of education
level. Described above is the procedure to be followed
during the course of the investigation. Research design,
demographics, sample selection and analysis, as well as
data collection methods, equipment development, and
data analysis are all addressed.
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Research Design

The present study analyses the role of family planning
counseling services on female’s decision-making regarding
family planning. Knowledgeis inpuence on family planning
management has also been investigated. In addition, the
function of knowledge about family planning in moderating
the relationship between family planning counseling
services and female family planning decision-making was
explored. The moderating role of level of education in the
relation between family planning counseling services and
of knowledge about family planning also investigates. All
the variables are measured through adapted questionnaire.
The data was collected from the general public of Tehsil
Sohawa, Punjab, Pakistan.

Type of Study

This cross-sectional study is conducted to assess the
impact of Family planning counseling on female’s decision-
making regarding family planning and it has been examined
with the mediating role of knowledge about family planning
and moderating role of level of education. All variables
were measured through self-reported questionnaires from
female respondents during August 2020 to December
2020 in Tehsil Sohawa.

Time Horizon

The data collection for this study was conducted in time
lags of over a six-month period. The data gathering for this
study was done in such a way that, data gathering bolsters
the consistency of respondents’ input and, as a result, their
degree of participation in the study.

Research Interference

There was no or minimal research interference that
inpuenced the studyis yndings. The research is based
on a yeld study with no or limited research inpuence. A
self-administered questionnaire was used to obtain data
from 210 respondents. Self-administered questionnaires
are justiyed as a survey technique because they allow
respondents to complete questionnaires more simply and
take their time to offer acceptable and well-considered
replies. The questionnaire was accompanied by a cover
letter stating that the study’s objective is purely academic
and that it attempts to clarify the role of female decision-
making in family planning. To test the mediating and
moderating effects, datawas obtainedfrom210respondents
at various time intervals. The responders completed all
surveys completely and accurately. No questionnaire was
improperly ylled and was never discarded.

Population

The population for this study was the married females from
the rural area of Tehsil Sohawa, Punjab, Pakistan. Sohawa
is in the north-western part of Jhelum district, Punjab, on
the subcontinental Grand Trunk Road (GT Road) between
Gujar Khan and Dina.

Sampling techniques

In order to get our data, we employed a straightforward
random sampling strategy. On the basis of geographical
dispersion, a single site was selected and one residence
was selected to begin our sample according to my criteria.

On the other hand, each house was systematically
questioned until the sampling was complete and met our
inclusion criteria. On the basis of the population’s size
and convenient sampling, the data collection from married
females was carried out using self-reported questionnaires
at regular intervals over a period of time. Interviews and
questionnaires had to be included in the minimum sample
size of 210. When data on female reproductive health
decisions, knowledge of family planning, access to family
planning services, and educational attainment were
collected, it was six months from August 2020 to December
2020. To protect the respondent’s privacy, a cover letter was
included with the submission. The nonprobability sampling
technique was applied in this investigation, allowing for
convenient sampling. Individuals, such as married women
from middle-class families in District Sohawa, were the
focus of this study.

Ethical consideration

Ethical consideration included a consent document was
signed following a verbal explanation as an ethical factor.
The information gathered was kept conydential. If they did
not wish to participate or continue with the research, all of
the respondents were offered a free hand. The respondents’
names were not required in the questionnaire so that they
could freely share their personal information.

Scales and Measures:
Datawascollectedthroughself-administered questionnaire.
All the study variables except Level of education, was
measured on a 5-point Likert scale ranging from Strongly
Disagreed=1 to strongly agree=5. There were some
demographics such as gender, and level education.

There was only one independent variable in this study
which was Family planning counseling services.

Measures of family planning counseling:

Family planning counseling variable was measured
using 3-itmes scales. Sample questions were: “1. Are
you facilitated with family planning services? 2. Does the
Family planning team visit you? 3. Are you satisyed with
family planning counseling services in your area?”

There was only one dependent variable in this study that is
female’s decision-making regarding family planning.
Measures of female’s decision-making regarding
family planning:

This variable was also be measured using 3-itmes scale.
The outcome variable was measured categorically as
decision made by wife or any other family member [34].
Sample questions were: “1. Do you yourself make most
of the decisions of your family? 2. Does other’s decisions
affect your family planning decision? 3. Does your family
structure force you to have more children?”

Mediating variables:
There was one mediating variable in this study that is
knowledge about family planning.

Measures of knowledge about family planning:
Knowledge about family planning was measured using 3-
items scale. The impact of education on family planning
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decision and use of contraceptive methods [36]. Sample
questions were: “1. Have you ever heard about family
planning? 2. Have you ever practiced any of the
family planning methods? 3. Do you know different
methods of contraceptives?”

Moderating variables:

The current study haad one moderating variable which is
level of education.

Measures of level of education:

Measuring scale of the moderator was measured using
demographic questions asking the education level. The
question was: What is your education? 1. Below Matric
2. Matric 3. Intermediate 4. Bachelors 5. Masters
and above.

Data analysis procedure

The SPSS 20.0 program was used to examine the data. The
Preacher and Hayez technique were used for mediation
analysis. To obtain the yndings, an overall analysis such
as regression, correlation, reliability, and validity, as well
as mediation moderation, was performed.

Control variables:
During regression analysis, demographic factors were
adjusted using one-way ANOVA.

Demographics:

The demographics of respondents, such as their
qualiycation or level of education, were also collected
in the current study in order to achieve more reliable
and exact results. According to [7], demographics are
critical while doing regression analysis. In the current
study, regression analysis was used for demographics
interpretation. Moreover, the results of ONE-WAY ANOVA
demonstrates that these variables have no inpuence on
the hypothesized model.

Demographic question:

The summary of demographic variable which includes
level of education is explained in the following sections.
The qualiycation distribution of target group revealed
that, out of 210 participants, 63(30%) were below matric,
45(21.4%) matric, 19(9%) intermediate, 68(32.4%)
bachelor, and only 15(7.1%) were masters and above.

Reliability analysis:

The variables’ reliability included in this model are included
in the reliability analysis. Where ethical family planning
counseling services having .874, knowledge about family
planning shows, .935, and female's decision-making
regarding family planning shows .878 Cronbach’s Alpha
reliability.

Data analysis procedure:

The data is yrst checked for missing values. The data
is examined for outlier analysis after ensuring that there
are no missing values in the data. Secondly, the data is
examined for reverse coded questions. The reliability
analysis was then conducted in the following stage
to conyrm that the scales were consistent. Finally, a
frequency distribution analysis was conducted, as well
as a review of demographic data. Descriptive statistics ,
correlation, and regression analysis were utilized to offer
a complete picture of the data.

Respondent level of education

Frequency

Valid Below matric 63

Matric 45

Intermediate 19

Bachelor 68

Master or 15

above

Total 210

Percent Valid Percent Cumulative
Fercent
30.0 30.0 30.0
21.4 21.4 51.4
9.0 9.0 60.5
32.4 32.4 92.9
7.1 7.1 100.0
100.0 100.0
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Results

Descriptive Statistics
The analysis includes the summary of demographics, decisions regarding family planning, knowledge/ information about
family planning, family planning counseling services/centers and their role, knowledge about contraceptives methods,
and level of education.

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics

Are youfadilitated with family planning
servicesrt

Doesthe Family planning team visit
Your

Are you satisfied with family planning
counseling servicesinyour arear
Have you ever heard about family
planning?

Have you ever pracicedany of the
family planning methods?

Coyou know different methods of
contraceptivesr?

Coyouyourself make most of the
dedisions of your family?

Do others decidons affectyour family
planning decision?

Doesyourfamily structure forceyou to
have maore children?

ValidM {listwisa)

M

210

210

210

210

210

210

210

210

210

210

Ilimi mum

@i mum

IMean

4.0752

3.9381

3.8429

4.1143

4. 1095

4.0857

3.9286

4.0190

3.9857

St
Cieviation

144564

134163

1.53089

1.39935

134214

1.31327

145083

138675

146238

80

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022



POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

Correlations Analysis
Correlation analysis is used to determine whether the variables are statistically signiycantly correlated. The results are
listed in the table below.

Table 2. Correlations Analysis

Female's Fnowledge Family Fespondent
decisiorrmaking about planning level of
regarding family family counseling education

planning planning SEMNVICES

Female's dedision Fearson Correlation 1 arer T - 230%
making regarding family  Sig (2-tailed) 000 000 001
planning I 210 210 210 210
Knowledge about Fearson Correlation .878™ 1 JB9" -2347
family planning Sig (2-tailed) 00 00 a1
I 210 210 210 210
i 789™ 1 - 257
Family planning Fearson Correlation
counselingservices S5ig (2-tailed) 000 000 000
M 210 210 210 210
Respondent level of Pearson Carrelation - 230% =234 - 257" 1
education Sig (2-tailed) 001 001 000
M 210 210 210 210

**_Correlation is signiycant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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4.3. Regression Analysis

Model: 1
YoA (Family planning counseling sernvices)
“oCiFemale’s decizsion-making regarding family planning)
W Education

Sample

Size: 210

OUTCOME VARIAELE:

A

Model Summary
E R-sq MSE F dfl df2 [
J905  ezde 5721 1143808 30000 2060000 0000

odel

coeff e t [ LLZI LILCI
constant 24527 4349 50585 0000 14968 34087
C A400 0 1118 39345 0001 2195 6605
Edu -4704 1402 -3.3550 0009  -F468  -1940
Int_1 D982 0333 29452 0036 0325 1639

Froduct terms key:
Int_1: C X Edu

Testis) of highest order unconditional interadionis):
RE2-chng F dfl df2 [
=W 0158 86744 10000 208.0000 0036

Focal predict: € (X}
Modwvar: Edu W)

Conditional effects of the focal predicor atvalues of the moderatoris):

Edu Effect se L P LLCI LILC
10000 5382 0821 65565 0000 3764 .T000
20000 8384 0565 11.2665 0000 5250 7477
4.0000  B327 0526 158364 0000 7290 9364

Level of confidence for all confidence interval s in output:
ag, 0000
Wvalues in conditional tables are the 16th, S0th, and 23th percentil 2z,

------ END IMATRIY —-
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Fun MATREIX procedure:

Written by Andrew F. Hayes, Ph.D. wwwl afhayes com

Documentation available in Hayes (20038), www. guilford. com/p/hayes3
Model: 4

YoA (Family planning counseling sernvices)

O iFemale’s decision-making regarding family planning)

I: B (Enowledge about family planning)
Sample
Size: 210

QUTCOME VARIABLE:

E
Model Summary
F R-5q [MSE F dfl dfz [
8781 TTL0 35T T00.4533 0 L0000 2020000 0000
Model

coeff e t [# LLCI LILCI
constant 77280 1319 LEsl2 0000 Bl2e 10328
C B3T2 0 031le 264653 0000 FV49 B99G

CUTCOME VARIAELE:

A
Model Summary
F R-sq MSE F dfl df2 [
8079 6527 5272 194.4794 20000 207.0000 0000
Model

coeff e t [# LLCI LILE
constant 5460 1811 20152 0028 1E90 0 9030

C 3591 0B41 42695 0000 1933 5250
B As200 0882 54641 0000 3081 6560
""""""""" DIRECT AND INDIRECT EFFECTS OF X QM ¥ =®®=®ssssssnsenss

Direct effecc of X on ¥
Effect e t [ LLCI LILEC
J3E91 0341 42695 Q000 1933 5250

Indirect effectizi of X on ¥:
Effect BootSE Bootll?l BootlILCI
B 4036 0876 2390  5T7ES

"""""""""""" AMALYSIS NOTES AND ERRORS ==®*®ssesnsssasssssrsses
Level of confidence for all confidence interval s in output:
95.0000
Mumber of bootstrap samples for percentile bootstrap confidence interval 5:
S000
------ EMD MATRIX -----
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4.4. Summary of Accepted / Rejected Hypothesis:

Hypothesis Statements Results

Family planning counseling is posiively related with female's dedision:

H1 making regarding family planning Accepted
Enowledge about family planning mediates the relaionship of family

H2 planning counseling withfemale's dedsior-making regarding family Accepted

planning

Level of education moderates the relationship of family planning

H3 counselingwith Enowledge about family planning such that this Accepted

relationship was strong when education is high

Discussion

The Tehsil Sohawa in Punjab, Pakistan, is the setting for
this investigation, and we're looking for elements that
inpuence family planning methods. Despite the lack of
research in the region, Pakistan hosts a slew of studies
[37-39]. Identifying the core issues is essential if we are
to effectively address them. In our survey, 57.1 percent
of respondents said they have used family planning
methods. Those ages 16 to 60 were asked questions.
Only a few studies had included male participants prior to
mine, despite the fact that most studies had been ynished.
To a large extent, studies were conducted solely on the
basis of data collected from men. A person’s location
is one of the most important factors in family planning
[16]. As emerging countries become more urbanised,
contraceptive use is on the rise [40]. Rural residents in
Cameroon have been shown to have fewer opportunities
than urban residents to be informed about contemporary
contraception [41]. | found that urbanization has an effect
on people’s decisions on family planning, as | uncovered
during my investigation. | found that urbanization has
an effect on people’s decisions on family planning, as |
uncovered during my investigation. Women made 47.6
percent of the family planning decisions in urban areas,
but only 45.7 percent of the decisions in rural areas were
made by women, according to the research. My study
found that there was no signiycant variation in family
planning decision-making based on geographic location.

Hypothesis 1:

According to research, extended families are more likely
than nuclear families to utilise contraception [26]. Due to
a lack of communication between husband and wife, the
use of family planning in blended households was much
reduced According to these yndings, husband-and-wife
communication is critical when it comes to family planning
decisions. Communication between the husband and wife
is essential for discussing family planning and making better
decisions about the size of their family. Families with fewer
children and fewer members had better communication
and made more decisions as a unit [42]. According to my

research, increased communication between husband
and wife can have a good impact on family planning
decisions in Bangladeshi couples. Improved husband-wife
communication led to a smaller family and better family
planning decisions, they concluded [43].

Hypothesis 2:

In my research, | came across a number of factors that
have a signiycant impact on the ability of couples to plan
their families. Fear of unfavorable consequences was a
major factor in my respondents’ decision to utilize family
planning. The majority of responders stated that the
usage of injectable contraceptives produces obesity and
swelling of the body, which is why they stopped using it.
For others, the adverse impact of birth control pills was the
induction of fistomach problems, including acid repux and
heartburn.” These treatments, which have been shown
to have numerous side effects, are the least frequently
employed and most rarely favored by women [15,44].
Family planning was well-known to 88.6 percent of our
participants. 76.3 percent of those polled were aware of
birth control and the various methods available, according
to our data. There is a high degree of familiarity with family
planning among Pakistanis, according to PDHS surveys
conducted in 2006 and 2007. 96% of married women
between the ages of 15 and 49 were able to do at least
two current operations, according to a study. Punjab,
Pakistan’s Tehsil Sohawa was the source of our study
participants’ data. Our study also found that 25.8 percent
of respondents had difyculty with religious-cultural issues.
It was revealed that religious and cultural variables were
a substantial obstacle to family planning in a Pakistani
study [45]. According to our data, women who have ever
used or are now using contraception fall into two distinct
categories. Contraception is still being used at the same
rate it has been over the past several decades (57.1
percent). Only 47.7 percent of women had ever used any
kind of contraception, while the current user rate of any
form of contraception was reported to be 48.7 percent.

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022



POPULATION AND COMMUNITY STUDIES

Hypothesis 3:

Both the decision makers and the respondents were
swayed by the respondents’ geographic location and
educational attainment [46,47]. 90% of educated women
make decisions about family planning, compared to only
8% of less educated women, according to our research.
In urban areas, 52.4 percent of decision-makers are
men, compared to 54.3 percent in rural areas, which is
a signiycant increase. People living in urban areas are
more likely to use family planning services than those
living in rural areas because they have better access to
them. In Bahawalpur, researchers found the same thing.
As a result, they found that city people have easy access
to contraception and healthcare providers in the event of
a contraception-related issue [48], [49].

Conclusion

According to the study, 23.3% of females and 32.8 % of
those who are neither wife nor husband make the decision
to have children. The studyis yndings indicated that poor
knowledge, family structure, lower level of education, and
people’s perceptions that family planning side effects all
these factors played a role in people’s decisions about
family planning.

Practical Implications:

The present study has several practical consequences
for organizations, including how to improve performance,
efyciency, and compassion, as well as serve utilitarian
tasks.

e First and foremost, broaden the experiences of
family planning and reproductive health clinics’ quality
improvement initiatives. The goal is to improve healthcare
teams’ ability to apply suitable quality assurance tools
and processes. This demands the creation of a core
group of quality improvement specialists whose duty it
is to help and guide teams ready to start development
programs. Secondly, empower departments and clinics to
start training programs, with a focus on creating reward
measures such as certiycation and accreditation.

A Quality assessment strategy by evaluating healthcare
professionals’ performance and developing and
implementing evidence-based protocols for the full range
of reproductive and family planning services.

e Encourage patients and medical providers to interact
and communicate. Taking a client-centered approach can
help with this.

e Encourage the integration of preventive care by
concentrating interventions on client needs rather than
primary care.

e Encourage and implement future studies on the
economic analysis of reproductive health interventions,
which will increase health professionals’ awareness of the
help people use reproductive health services and reduce
the cost of treatments more efyciently.

. The research sheds light on local circumstances
surrounding, understanding, opinions, and behaviors
around family planning, as well as the signiycance of
education. There will be an increase in the number of
women and couples seeking family planning services as

attitudes regarding family planning and desired family
size change.

* The survey also found a female healthcare practitioner
who are competent and trained are especially needed
for long-term family planning solutions, as well as well-
established health facilities rather are needed for the
success of family planning program.

« Interventions in family planning and birth spacing should
be focused on reducing men and women’s anxieties
about side effects by effective counseling and providing
enough information about technique side effects and how
to handle them.

« Lastly this study highlights the importance of community
services, and level of education. Further, how health
workers can all play a role in promoting awareness about
sociocultural and health issues.

Limitations:

Every research has certain limitations and may beneyt
from further information in other areas. The current study
contains numerous paws that will need to be addressed
by other researchers in the future.

* Firstly, the data obtained from both urban and rural
areas to strengthen current study. However, the current
study seems not to be generalized due to limited sample
and speciyc population.

» Secondly, the information was gathered directly from
married women of speciyc geographic location i.e; Tehsil
Sohawa, Punjab.

* The current study focuses solely on self-report feedback
with very limited number of questions on focused areas.
* Finally, the study’s subject was extremely delicate and
data was gathered in a short amount of time, with few
resources, and on a tight budget.

Future Directions:

 Future researchers are required to collect data with an
increase in sample size.

» There is a direct need to arrange for health education
program sessions for all married couples about
contraception and improve counseling services on how it
will beneyt their socioeconomic and family health.

* The main focus should be given to the importance of
family planning and how it helps in preventing social
burden and their health.

* More studies should be carried out on the Tehsil level
as very few studies had been done earlier to educate
communities related to family planning.

* The quality of family planning counseling services needs
to be improved so that the rumors and misconceptions
can be minimized and it is further needed to educate
women about the factor, which were one of the main
factors affecting family planning implementation.
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Abstract

Aim: This study would be the yrst of its kind in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, mainly to evaluate the
willingness of the community to be vaccinated
against the COVID-19 virus, assess attitudes
towards continuing to use protective measures
after getting vaccinated, and to continue to monitor
changes in the spread of the COVID 19 virus after
implementation of vaccination.

Method: This is a cross-sectional study, ques-
tionnaire-based survey. The study includes 302
participants from Makkah region of Saudi Arabia.
Statistical analysis was performed using descriptive
statistical analysis.

Result: Out of 302 participants in the research the
age 21-30 was 44.4%. 61.6% of the respondents
took the vaccine, and 95.4% of them want to keep
using the protective measures after receiving the
vaccine.

Conclusion: Healthcare providers and co-workers
are willing to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. Still,
we strongly recommend that healthcare providers
need more preparation and an evidence-based ap-
proach to address the safety and efycacy of the
vaccines in the community and build and maintain
public trust in the vaccine.

Keywords: Health care providers, COVID-19, Vac-
cination, Protective measures.
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Background

The severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2) or coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) has spread internationally since December 2019,
becoming a massive pandemic and world crisis. The yrst
case of COVID-19 in Saudi Arabia was detected in Qatif
in an individual who had traveled to the endemic region of
Iran (1). Due to the fast-spreading nature of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the world continues to observe measures to
prevent further spread by various means, such as social
distancing, wearing masks and face shields, preventing
crowding, and working from home when possible.
Introduction and implementation of COVID-19 vaccination
is relatively new and has only been available to a very small
portion of the world population so far. We are performing a
qualitative study using primary data to get insight into how
the attitude towards implementing preventive measures
varies among people who have received the vaccination.

The COVID-19 vaccine, an mRNA vaccine produced by
Pyzer, was yrst made available in December 2020. Both
the Pyzer and Moderna vaccines are lipid nanoparticle
coated mRNA vaccines that code for the coronavirus
spike protein. This mRNA is processed by the recipient’s
ribosomes to produce the spike protein which subsequently
induces an immune response that renders the recipient
immune to the virus. Recently, the AstraZeneca vaccine,
a modiyed adenovirus DNA vaccine, has been approved
in Saudi Arabia. Currently not enough data exists to
inform us about the behavioral change towards preventive
measures among individuals who have received the
vaccination. However, such information is crucial to
predict the response of the remaining vast majority of
people as they continue to vaccinate. The responses will
impact how people view the pandemic-related lockdowns,
travel restrictions, social gatherings ban, fear of getting
diseases, and therefore overall the global economy. It may
also provide a sense of security that can prove harmful
towards individuals who are not vaccinated yet. The fact
that the yrst set of vaccines was provided majorly to health
care workers across the world can skew the data towards
behavior of one type of population group and may not
repect the behavior of the common population.

Literature Review

Public perception towards vaccination has a direct effect
upon vaccine uptake and therefore pandemic recovery.
Many people have negative views regarding the COVID-
19 vaccine, and such ideas have been spread through
social media since the beginning of this pandemic. The
medical and economic implications of a negative public
perception towards vaccination can only be understood
after studying and quantifying the prevalence of such
perceptions. Since the beginning of this pandemic, many
studies have been conducted in various countries that
shed light on local public perceptions and predict future
vaccination uptake.

A cross sectional survey conducted in April 2020 in the
United States asked participants “When a vaccine for the
coronavirus becomes available, will you get vaccinated?”.
The authors reported that 3 in 10 adults weren't sure if
they would accept the vaccine, while 1 in 10 didn’t intend
to get vaccinated (2). Another U.S. study reported that
67% of respondents would accept a COVID-19 vaccine
(3). A study in the UK reported that 14% of respondents
were unwilling to take the vaccine, while 23% weren't
sure (4). Another study done in the UK and Ireland
reported that vaccine hesitancy/resistance rate was 31%
and 35% for these populations respectively (5). Similar
numbers were reported in other European studies. Most
of these studies also investigated the determinants of
vaccine hesitancy and resistance. Income, race, political
afyliation, educational level, and geographic location were
all contributing factors, but the most consistently reported
determinant is previous inpuenza vaccination. The rates of
vaccine acceptance vary from country to country however.
A Chinese study reported that parental acceptance of
COVID-19 vaccination for their child was 72.6% (6). In
contrast, an alarming Jordanian study reported that only
37.4% of participants would accept a COVID-19 vaccine
(7). If such rates were to be translated into vaccine uptake,
herd immunity for this virus would not be achievable. As
such disparities in vaccine acceptance exist between
countries, it is therefore imperative that the attitudes
towards COVID-19 vaccination and the determinants of
vaccine resistance be investigated in every population

group.

Rationale:

The challenges are made worse by the unpredictable
increase of the epidemics. In this research we are keen
to study the attitude of the targeted health care provider
and behavior toward this serious condition especially with
the huge inpuence of the social media globally on the
decision-making.

Aim:

This study would be the yrst of its kind in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, mainly to evaluate the willingness of the
community to be vaccinated against the COVID-19 virus,
assess attitudes towards continuing to use protective
measures after getting vaccinated, and continue to
monitor changes in the spread of the COVID 19 virus after
implementation of vaccination.

Objectives:

To provide essential attitude of the health care provider
in Saudi Arabia toward a covid-19 vaccine and to identify
factors predictive of a range of negative attitudes towards
vaccines, and uncertainty and lack of intent to vaccinate
against COVID-19, as well as to evaluate the impact of
various socio-economic factors that cause this reaction
against the covid-19 vaccine. Finally, to understand the
basic knowledge of the population of the possibility of
getting or/and transmitting the infection after vaccination.
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Study Design: This is a cross-sectional study among
health care providers in Saudi citizens and residents.

Study Population: Health care providers in the Saudi
health care facilities

Eligibility Criteria: Exclusive criteria under age of 16
Study Area: Makkah Region

Sample Size: 302

Sample Technique: Simple random

Data Collection: Data was collected in March 2021. A
structured questionnaire was developed to cover the
research objectives. Validity was reviewed by selected
healthcare experts and professionals and tested on a
sample of the target population.

Variables: The dependent variable in this study was
using the protective measures against covid-19 and
the willingness to be vaccinated against the virus. The
predisposing variables are age, sex, marital status,
nationality, residency, education level, past history of
medical disease, history of vaccination against covid-19,
type of protective measures used.

Socio-demographic variables:

» Age of the participants at the time of the interview was
recorded in complete years and identiyed as under 16, 16-
20, 21-30, 31-40, 41-50, 51-60, and above 60.

» Sex was deyned as Male or Female

e Marital Status was deyned as: married, divorced or
widowed.

» Nationality was deyned as: Saudi, Non-Saudi.

» Education was deyned as a completed level: primary
education, diploma, graduate, post graduate.

» Occupation was deyned as: Nurse, Physician, and
Administrative, other.

» Past History of Medical Disease was deyned as:
Hypertension, Diabetes, Allergy, Asthma, other, and
None.

e History of vaccination against covid-19 deyned as:
vaccinated, not vaccinated.

* Type of Protective Measures Used deyned as: wearing
mask, washing hands or wearing gloves, keep social
distance, and Limit social gatherings and time spent in
crowded places.

» The Possibility of Transmitting the COVID-19 deyned
as: Yes/No.

Data analysis: In the present study, statistical analysis
using “IBM SPSS statistics ver. 20.0" was applied to
evaluate and test the hypothesis. The level P<0.05 was
used as the cut-off value for signiycance.

Three hundred and two respondents were included in
the study from health care facilities in the Makkah region;
most of them were between the age of 21-30 years old
with 44.4%, there were no mean gender differences,
66.2% were single, 86.1% were Saudi, 52% of them had
a bachelor degree. In addition to that 4.3% were nurses,
38.4% were physicians, 10.9% were administration,
and 46.4% were others. Furthermore, of most of the
respondents, 73.5% have no chronic disease (Table 1).
Besides that, 61.6% of them were vaccinated at the time
of the data collection, while 38.4% were not. Additionally,
95.4% of the respondents were willing to use the protective
measures even after receiving the vaccine (Table 2). Most
of the protective measures were wearing masks 91.7%,
washing hands 85.8%, keeping social distance 80.5%,
limiting social gathering 71.5%, and the least recorded was
wearing gloves with 31.1% (Figure 1). Most importantly,
of the respondents, 82.4% were using at least three
protective measures (Table 3). Moreover, 89.1% of the
respondents believe vaccines are ineffective, and 70.5%
are still afraid of getting the COVID-19 infection.

To identify factors predictive of a range of negative
attitudes towards vaccines and lack of intent to vaccinate
against COVID-19; a relationship was made between
those who didn’t receive the vaccine versus the causes
of the implementing protective measures after receiving
the vaccine which shows a signiycant association [P-
value =.16] for those who think the vaccine is not effective
and [ P-value<0.001] as they feel safer to keep using the
protective measures (Table 5).

To evaluate the impact of various socio-economic factors
that cause this reaction against the covid-19 vaccine, a
relationship between those who receive the vaccine versus
socio-economic variables shows a signiycant association
with age, marital status, education, and occupation (Table
6).

Finally, 70.5% of all respondents think that they are prone
to transmit COVID-19 infection after receiving the vaccine
(Table 7).
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Frequency Fercent YValid Cumulative
Fercent Fercent

Age 1tounderls 33 10.9 10.9 10.9
1e-20 o2 17.2 17.2 281
21-30 134 44.4 44.4 725
31-40 &4 17.8 17.8 20.4
41-50 15 @3 @3 96.7
alyove S0 10 3.3 3.3 100.0
Total 302 100.0 100.0

Gender male 145 43.0 43.0 43.0
females 157 52.0 520 100.0
Total 302 100.0 100.0

Marital Status | Single 200 GE,2 o6, 2 G2
Married i 298 298 250
Divorced or Widower 1z 4.0 4.0 100.0
Total 302 1000 1000

Mati onality Saudi 2a0 sl anl L o
Mon-Saudi 42 1=.8 1z.8 100.0
Total 302 1000 1000

Education Less than high schaool i 15.2 15.2 15.2
High School Diploma 47 15.6 15.6 30.8
College Diploma 1= 43 43 5.1
Bachelor 157 520 520 a7.1
Masters, PhD 39 129 12. 1000
Total 302 1000 1000

Occupation Murse 1= 43 43 43
Physician 11& 38.4 38,4 42.7
Administrative 33 10.9 10.9 536
Other 140 4.4 4.4 100.0
Total 302 1000 1000

Hi story of Mone 222 735 735 735

ChronicDisease | Allergy 28 9.3 9.3 82.8
Asthma 24 7.9 7.9 a90.7
Ciabetes 9 3.0 3.0 Q937
Hypertension 12 4.0 4.0 ary
other 7 2 23 1000
Total 302 100.0 100.0

Table {li:Socio-economic Variables,
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Frequency Fercent Valid Cumul ative
Fercent Fercent
Yaccination e 11s 5.4 5.4 8.4
profile VEs 135 El.e &l.e 1000
Total 302 100.0 100.0
Table 2i: Vaccination-Profile
Frequency Fercent Valid Cumulative
Fercent Fercent
- rIJI_-I L Fy Iy ry
Protective measure | - 14 4.5 4.5 4.5
bl S LR LLLLY s 758 a5 .4 a4 100.0
vacdination . - —
Total 302 100.0 100.0
0 4 3 1z 1z
1 26 2.6 2.6 9.9
How many prote ctive| 2 23 78 78 175
measures you arel 3 23 17.5 17.5 35.1
using/ 4 22 4.4 4.4 755
5 74 24.5 245 100.0
Total 302 100.0 100.0
Talle (3 wilingto usethe protedive measures after receiving thevaccine
Why doyouthinkimplemernting of this measure | no YES
after receiving the vaccine is important? Count Table % | Count Takle M %
| think vaccine is not effedive. 258 89.1% 33 10.9%
| think itis saferto keep using it 959 32.8% 203 a7 2%
BEecause itis the governmentinstruction. 172 S7.0% 1=0 43.0%
I'm still afraid of the COVIDLS, 213 70.5% 29 29.5%
Tabkle (4 the importance of implementing the protedive measures.
Why do you think implementing of this | Didyou receive the | P-Values
measure after receiving the vaccine is | COVID-19 vaccine?
important? no
: 2 : 19 =15
| thinkvaccine is not effedive. =
2f. 0%
| think iti P po— 29.1% 0001
inkitis saferto keep using i
M 2 116
o _ ) 39.2% = 0.05
Because itis the government instruction. =
11a
, , 33.2% = 005
I'm still afraid of the COVIDLS.
11s
TableSi-didntreceivethevaccineversusthe causes of the implementing the
protecive measures after receiving the vaccine
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Table (6): Socio-economic Variables Vs who received the vaccine

Cid  wou receive the | Total F-value
COVID-19 vaccine?
(T Wes
26 7 33 <0 001
under 1a = -
22.4% 3.8%
—— 41 11 G2
1540 35.3% 5o
21-30 29 105 1z4
i G 25.0% 56.5%
.-.gE
- - [
31-40 = = i
10.3% 22.6%
a1 & 14 19
41 -50 -
4.3% 7.5%
3 7 10
LT q'
above 50 2.6% 3.5%
53 = 145 L1045
Ial= -
e I 45.7% 49 5%
ender
53 g4 157
IFemale
Gd. 3% G0.5%
) Lo L0 200 <000t
SUEle 56.2% 53.8%
Marital Stat ied 1= 7 ai
Viarital Status  |marriec
11.2% 41.4%
3 g 12
ICivorced or Widower =
2.6% g 5%
a7 153 2610 0 05
Saudi -
: : B 83.6% 87.6%
Mational ity 5 — h
5 L0 dL
[Man-Saudi
" - 16.4% 12.4%
. 4z 3 i <0 001
ILz== than high school -
37.1% 1.5%
. . 30 17 47
|High School Diplama
256490 g1%
kit : 4 = 1=
Education ICollege Diploma ¥ 1o
33 12 157
IEachelor -
B 28.4% 66.7%
3] 33 39
Masters, PhD ——
5.2% 17.7%

(continued next page)
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Table (6): Socio-economic Variables Vs who received the vaccine continued

| 5 8 13 <0.001
Murse - .
4 3% d.3%
— 2 a3 11
_ G 19.8% 50.0%
Dooupation — — -
Ailwiinictistiv 7 26 33
ddministrative SO T30
gl L4 140
|other - -
[l 31.7%
ad 138 222
|Mone - ==
T2.4% T4.2%
o 13 15 28
alleray e
& A0.6% 31.2%
11 13 24
Asthma 3 ;
Hi story of 34.4% 27.1%
chronic disease ) 2 7 o
ICiabetes - -
22.2% 14 5%
" ) 3 Q 1z
L7l W]
YUETIENS N 5.2% 18.68% 100.0%
3 4 7
onel 5.4% 2.2% 100.0%
Table (&) Socio-economic Variables Vs whao received the vaccine
Frequency Fercent | Valid Cumulative
Fercent Fercent
Dovyouthinkthatyou can transmit | ho a2 295 295 295
COVID-19 after vaccinationy Ve 213 TO5 0.5 1000
Table (7i:transmitting COVID-19 after receive the vaccine.
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Fig (1): Protective measures uses.
100.00% 01.70%
85.80%
G000 BO.50%
B0.00% 71.50%
70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00% 31.10%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%
0.00%
Wearing mask. ‘Washing hand. Ke=p social Limit sacial Wearing glowes.
distance. zatherings and
time spantin
crowded olaces

Discussion

Our cross-sectional study examines healthcare workers’
knowledge, attitude, and acceptance of COVID-19
vaccination in the Makkah region in Saudi Arabia. Our
results showed that a large number of respondents are
accepting to be vaccinated. Nevertheless, the adverse
effects of all vaccines are not well elaborated. The lack
of conydence about the vaccine causes was why the
respondents wanted to use the protective measures
despite their vaccination status. This is compatible with
another cross-sectional study in the eastern region of
Saudi Arabia among 236 participants who showed that the
acceptance rate for the COVID-19 vaccine was average
among health care providers (8). Vaccine acceptability
was higher among several socio-economic factors like
age, marital status, education, and occupation.

The rapid evolution of the COVID-19 situation worldwide
and in Saudi Arabia makes it challenging for healthcare
systems to adapt and hesitant health providers to receive
the COVID-19 vaccine. Although developing several
COVID-19 vaccines in less than a year, it is unlikely that
any vaccines will be effective at stopping the transmission
of infection. There is a small risk of breakthrough infection
(9). This may explain the hesitancy of respondents against
the vaccine and the reason for keeping use of protective
measures against it. Moreover, this study shows sufycient

knowledge of the possibility of transmitting the COVID-19
vaccine even after vaccination. Still, new studies showed
that COVID-19 transmission after full vaccination reduced
and decreased the symptoms for those who get the
infection (9-11), which made the crucial role of protection
against Covid 19 not using protective measures.

Our study shows that COVID-19 vaccine acceptance
can be predicted with relatively high accuracy by readily
available demographic characteristics. However, we must
be cautious, assuming that reported acceptance or intent
translates into actual behavior. This is primarily a concern
when there is some time between the measurement of
intention and the observation of behavior, as some may
explicitly reference scientiycally inaccurate information.
Nevertheless, building conydence in a COVID-19 vaccine
is essential to offer protection, improve the immune system,
and make the body more capable of resisting the infection.

Coronavirus vaccine, together with measures to stop
viruses spreading, like social distancing, are the best way
to protect yourself and the community from Covid-19, as
they provide strong protection against serious illness,
hospitalization, and death (1). It is crucial to encourage the
community to take the vaccine of COVID-19 and enhance
awareness that the vaccines are an essential tool to stop
the pandemic and protect the body.
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: 10. Franco-Paredes, C., 2022. Transmissibility of
Conclusion SARS-CoV-2 among fully vaccinated  individuals. The

Lancet Infectious Diseases 22, 16. do0i:10.1016/s1473-
3099(21)00768-4

11. Vitiello, A., Ferrara, F., Troiano, V., La Porta, R.,
2021. COVID-19 vaccinesand decreased
transmission of SARS-CoV-2. Inbammopharmacology 29,
1357-1360.. doi:10.1007/s10787-021-00847-2

Healthcare providers and co-workers are willing to receive
the COVID-19 vaccine. Still, we strongly recommend
that healthcare providers need more preparation and
an evidence-based approach to address the safety and
efycacy of the vaccines in the community and build and
maintain public trust in the vaccine.

Recommendation:

To build up a well-planned media and enhance a
positive campaign to share scientiyc information with the
community in terms of epidemiological details of how the
vaccine reduces transmission, scientiyc facts of in whom
it erases the symptoms and decreases the chances of
hospitalization, and the methodological process of the
vaccine to address misinformation that may encourage
receiving of the vaccine.
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Abstract

Background: The World Health Organization (WHO)
designated the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) a
pandemic in March 2020. Prevention and control
measures were implemented worldwide to limit
the spread of the disease, and the effectiveness of
these measures depend on the degree of aware-
ness and adherence of the populations. This study
was conducted to determine the current awareness
levels and health practices of the Saudi Arabian
population and to assess how much the educa-
tion programs had improved the public awareness
levels and health practices.

Methods: This cross-sectional study was conduct-
ed in Saudi Arabia from November 2020 to May
2021 and enrolled 1062 participants. The current
knowledge levels, attitudes, and practices of the Sau-
di Arabian population were assessed based on an
online questionnaire survey.

Results: The mean knowledge score was 29.36 +
3.80; and 53.7%, 45.2%, and 1.1% of the partici-
pants had high, moderate, and low knowledge lev-
els, respectively. The knowledge score was signiy-
cantly related to the education level (p<0.001). The
mean attitude score was 10.28 + 2.56 and 74.9%
of the participants had a high attitude level. The
mean practice score was 3.67 N 0.595, with signiy-
cant differences that were related to the female sex
(p=0.005) and younger age groups (p<0.05) and
between those aged 30-34 years and those aged
35-39 or 40 years and older

Conclusion: The participants exhibited a high
level of public awareness in all sub-scales of
knowledge, practices, and attitudes for the
prevention of COVID-19.

The overall knowledge levels, attitudes, and practic-
es of the Saudi Arabian population had considerably
improved since the beginning of the pandemic.

Keywords: coronavirus; pandemic; prevention;
control measures; practice

WORLD FAMILY MEDICINE/MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL OF FAMILY MEDICINE VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 JULY 2022

97



Introduction

The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is a viral respiratory
disease that is caused by the severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) and was yrst
identiyed in Wuhan, China, in late 2019 [1]. COVID-19
spread quickly, inpicting a plague across China that was
followed by an expanding number of cases in different
countries. In February 2020, the World Health Organization
(WHO) designated COVID-19 as a public health outbreak
of global concern [2]. Subsequently, the explosive spread
of the virus was conyrmed in many countries, including
in the Middle East [3]. COVID-19 yrst appeared in Saudi
Arabia in March 2020; by June 2020, the health authorities
had reported more than 100,000 cases and 283 deaths,
mostly in Riyadh, Jeddah, Mecca, and Medina [4]. The
infection initially appeared to be zoonotically transmitted,
as it was yrst noticed in individuals who were exposed to
wet markets [5]; however, SARS-CoV-2 infection without
exposure to the wet market made person-to-person
transmission seem most likely [6].

The effectiveness of public health control measures
depend on the public awareness of disease transmission
and the presentation and commitment to these safety
measures [7]. Citizens who complied with protective
measures had excellent knowledge during the COVID-19
outbreak in China [8]. The awareness and practices with
regard to COVID-19 were extensively studied in Saudi
Arabia since the beginning of the pandemic. However,
gaps in the knowledge, attitude, and practices persist,
and researchers have suggested further studies and
more educational programs to improve public awareness.
A multinational cross-sectional study with participants
from three Middle Eastern countries, including Saudi
Arabia, reported low knowledge levels about COVID-19
transmission [9].

In March 2020, participants of a wide public awareness
study in Saudi Arabia had high-level public knowledge
of SARS-CoV-2 transmission routes and adherence to
personal protective measures, but had lower practice
scores that were linked to the age and regional variations
[10]. In April 2020, Alahdal et al. conducted an analytical
study in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia to assess the awareness,
attitudes, and practices during the COVID-19 pandemic
and reported moderate public awareness, but better
attitudes and practices [11]. In May 2020, another
community-based study showed satisfactory knowledge,
attitudes, and practices towards COVID-19 in SaudiArabia,
despite sub-par knowledge of the transmission route and
awareness of disease severity and complications in only
a small proportion of the participants [12]. In June 2020,
Almofada et al. undertook a population-based cross-
sectional study in Saudi Arabia to assess the awareness
of disease severity and incubation period as well as the
adoption of preventive measures, and concluded that
the Saudi population is aware of preventive attitudes and
practices as well as the mode of transmission; however,
the study did not explore all the subscales of knowledge
and practices [13].

REGIONAL COVID

Considering the demonstrable increase in the total number
of newly diagnosed COVID-19 cases despite the high
number of prevention and control measures that have
been implemented by the Saudi Arabian government,
a gap in the awareness and practice can be inferred.
Thus, there was a crucial need to update the knowledge
of the current awareness levels and practices to assess
the extent to which the efforts to improve awareness and
preventive practices among the Saudi population had
been successful. Therefore, the aim of this study was to
determine the current knowledge, attitude and practice
of COVID-19 among Saudi Arabian population and to
assess how much the education programs had improved
the public awareness levels and health practices.

Materials and Methods

1 Study design

This questionnaire-based cross-sectional survey was
conducted among residents of Saudi Arabia from
November 2020 to May 2021, to assess the current
knowledge, attitudes, and practices among the Saudi
population. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is located in the
southwest region of Asia, with a total area of 2,149,690
km2 and a population of 34,813,871, according to the
latest United Nations data in 2020. Saudi Arabia is abutted
by Oman and Yemen to the south; Jordan, Kuwait, and Iraq
to the north; the United Arab Emirates, the Arabian Gulf,
and Qatar to the east; and the Red Sea to the west [14].

All adult citizens and expatriates (age 018 years) residing
in Saudi Arabia were invited to participate in the study.
Given the current situation of the COVID-19 pandemic
and the recommended physical distancing measures,
the questionnaire was distributed online, through social
media (Twitter and Whats App groups), and the survey
link was posted on the websites of different universities
and colleges. A total of 1092 participants were included in
the study, based on the Epi Info formula [15]. The sample
size was calculated based on the conydence level (95%),
margin of error (3%), a 10% non-response rate, and a
total population of 34,813,871.

Given the unavailability of a standard questionnaire,
the authors developed a self-reported questionnaire in
accordance with the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) guidelines for the COVID-19 community.
The questionnaire was drafted in English and translated
into Arabic and back-translated to validate the accuracy
of the translation prior to validation in a pilot study with
15 participants. Accordingly, ambiguous words or phrases
were modiyed; for example, fil donit knowo was replaced
by a dichotomous yes/no answer. The pilot group’s
feedback was incorporated and the ynal questionnaire
was developed.

The yrst page of the online questionnaire comprised clear
information about the study’s background and objectives
and clariyed information about participation, withdrawal,
conydentiality, and informed consent. The questionnaire
comprised four primary sections: the yrst gathered
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information on the respondents’ sociodemographic
characteristics, including age, sex, marital status,
education level, work status, and region of residence;
the second assessed the participants’ knowledge of
COVID-19, including modes of transmission, clinical
symptoms, treatment, risk groups, isolation, prevention,
and control; and the third and fourth sections assessed
the participants’ attitudes and practices with regard to
COVID-19, respectively.

2 Ethics

Ethical approval for this study was obtained from the
Institutional Review Board of Jazan University (Reference
No.:REC42/1/015). The purpose ofthe study was explained
to the participants. Data privacy and conydentiality were
maintained throughout the research.

3 Scoring of the answers

Participants marked knowledge items as either true or false
statements, and incorrect and correct responses were
scored 0 and 1, respectively, with high scores indicating
better knowledge of COVID-19. Cronbachis U was used
to evaluate items for internal reliability (indicated by a
coefycient of 0.70) [16]. For the attitudes, scores were
calculated based on the participants’ answers to each
attitudinal statement as follows: 1, strongly disagree; 2,
disagree; 3, undecided; 4, agree; and 5, strongly agree by
obtaining the average of the answers to six statements;
high scores indicate positive attitudes. The Likert scales
were assessed for internal reliability (Cronbachis U
coefycient 0.81). With regard to practices, participants
responded “yes” or “no” to the items, and answers that
repected good and bad practices were given a score of
1 and 0, respectively, with high scores indicating better
practices.

The survey data were coded, reviewed, and entered into
a computerized data base and analysed using Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25.
Frequencies and percentages (descriptive statistics)
were used to analyse the selected sociodemographic
variables. The chi-square test was used to determine the
signiycance of the relationship between sociodemographic
characteristics and knowledge about COVID-19 and
to assess the attitudes and practices towards COVID-
19 prevention; P00.05 was considered statistically
signiycant.

List of Abbreviations

WHO World Health Organization

COVID-19 Coronavirus disease 19

SARS-CoV-2  Severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2

CDC Center for Disease Control and
Prevention

MOH Ministry of Health

Table 1 shows the participantsi sociodemographic proyle;
697 (63.8%) and 395 (36.2%) of the participants were
male and female, respectively; 489 (44.8%), 159 (14.6%),
126 (11.5%), 133 (12.2%), and 185 (16.9%) were <25,
25729, 30734, 35739, and 040 years, respectively. The
majority of participants (n=1037, 95%) were Saudis and
55 (5%) were non-Saudi. Furthermore, 160 (14.7%), 70
(6.4%), 13 (1.2%), 106 (9.7%), and 743 (68%) participants
were from the central, eastern, northern, western, and
southern regions, respectively; 281 (25.7%), 468 (42.9%),
245 (22.4%), 95 (8.7%), and 3 (0.3%) were living in an
apartment, private house, villa, traditional house, and
hotel, respectively. With regard to the level of education,
1 (0.1%), 9 (0.8%), 280 (25.6%), 723 (66.2%), and 79
(7.2%) had a primary school, intermediate school, high
school, bachelor, and postgraduate (masters/doctorate),
respectively. The commonest occupation listed among
the participants was student (n=245, 22.4%), followed
by medical student (n=170, 15.6%), educational sector
(n=155, 14.2%), and health worker (h=256, 23.4%).

Table 2 presents the participants’ responses towards
the knowledge assessment questions; 90.20%, 98.90%,
and 99.5% of the participants considered that COVID-19
was a respiratory tract infection, that virus transmission
occurred by touching contaminated hands, and that the
virus spreads in crowded places.
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Table 1. Sociodemographic proyle of the participants (n=1092)

Demographics Fumber (M) Fercentage
{72}
Sex
[Male a7 63.8
Females 395 3a.2
Age vears
w25 429 44.2
25-29 159 145
30-34 125 115
35440 133 122
=40 155 leg
Mati onality
Saudi 1037 a5
Mon-Saudi 55 G
FEegion
Central 160 14.70
Eastern 70 @40
Marthern 1= 1.20
Western 105 o970
Southern 743 G300
Level of education
Frimary 10 0.20
Secondary 280 25,50
LIniversity 723 G, 20
Postgraduste | masters, doctorate) 79 7.20
Dccupation
Health sector 256 23.40
Mon-health sector 836 TE.60
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